PORPHYRY OF TYRE
ON THEOLOGY
AND THEURGY



PORPHYRY OF TYRE
ON THEOLOGY
AND THEURGY

Texts & Translations of
Transcendence & Transformation



Texts & Translations of Transcendence & Transformation
Series Editors: Adam Bremer-McCollum & Charles M. Stang



PORPHYRY OF TYRE
ON THEOLOGY
AND THEURGY

Fabien Muller

Center for the Study of World Religions
Distributed by Harvard University Press
2025






Fabien Muller. 2025. Porphyry of Tyre on Theology and Theurgy.
Texts & Translations of Transcendence & Transformation 2. Cam-
bridge, Mass.: Center for the Study of World Religions.

This title can be downloaded at: https://cswr.hds.harvard.edu/
publications/4t

© 2025, Fabien Muller
Published under Creative Commons License Attribution-Noncommercial
4.0: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/

ISBN: 978-0-67430-247-1

Signature Printing
5 Almeida Ave, East Providence, RI 02914
E-mail: ken@signatureprinters.com

EU GPSR Authorised Representative
LOGOS EURORPE, g rue Nicolas Poussin, 17000, La Rochelle, France
E-mail: Contact@logoseurope.eu

Cover: Martha Doyle Lindman
Design: RDW Group, Providence, Rhode Island
Typesetting: Adam Bremer-McCollum


https://cswr.hds.harvard.edu/publications/4t
https://cswr.hds.harvard.edu/publications/4t
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
mailto:ken@signatureprinters.com
mailto:Contact@logoseurope.eu

Contents

Foreword by Charles M. Stang v
Acknowledgments xxi
1 Introduction I

1.1 General Introduction . . ... .. ... ... .... I

1.2 Ancient Philosophy & the Dilemma of Transcendence
1.3 Philosophy and Religion in Middle Platonism and Neo-

platonism before Porphyry . . . ... ... ... .. I

1.4 Porphyryof Tyre . .. ... ... .. ... ..... 19

1.5 The Fundamentals of Neoplatonic Metaphysics . . . . 26

1.6 The LettertoAnebo . . . . . . . . .. ... ...... 41

1.7 Philosophy from Oracles . . . . . . . ... ... .... 47

1.8  Conclusion: Who was Porphyry? . . . .. ... ... S1

1.9 Note on the Original Texts and the Translation . . . . 56

2 Letter to Anebo 59
2.1 Greek and Latin Fragments and English Translation . 60

2.2 Sources of the Fragments . . . . ... ... ... .. 122

3 Philosophy from Oracles 131
3.1 Greek and Latin Fragments and English Translation . 132

3.2 Sources of the Fragments . . . . ... ... ..... 206

4 Greek and Latin Glossaries 211
4.1 Greek-English Glossary . . . . ... ......... 211

4.2 Latin-English Glossary . . . . ... ... ...... 224

iii



5 Commentary 231

51  Lettertodnebo . . . . .. ... .. 231
5.2 Philosophy from Oracles . . . . . . ... ... ... ... 244
Bibliography 251
Index 263

iv



Foreword: The Nous and the
Naos: Reason and Ritual in the
Third Century

This book, the second in the 4T series that Adam Bremer-McCollum
and I founded and edit, includes the first English translations of two
fragmentary texts by Porphyry of Tyre (c. 234-305): the Letter to Anebo
and Philosophy from Oracles. Both present the reader with challenges,
for several reasons. First, they are fragmentary, pieced together from
quotations and paraphrases from other ancient authors, who are some-
where between ambivalent and hostile to Porphyry’s views. Second,
they both assume the reader’s familiarity with ancient philosophy (es-
pecially Platonism), as well as Greek and in some cases Egyptian reli-
gion, at least as practiced in Porphyry’s day. More specifically, in both
texts Porphyry assumes his reader’s knowledge of theurgy, a theory
and practice of working with gods and other divine beings for the pur-
poses of divination and salvation, derived from the Chaldean Oracles
and embraced by some of Porphyry’s philosophical contemporaries.
Third, both texts are involved in polemics of some sort or another.
The first, the Letter to Anebo, is itself polemical; it is Porphyry’s cri-
tique of theurgy, addressed to the fictional “Anebo the Egyptian,”
but really aimed at Porphyry’s rival Iamblichus of Chalcis (c. 245-325).
Tamblichus was a great proponent of theurgy, and his enthusiasm drew
Porphyry’s fire; most of the fragments from the Letter survive as quo-
tations and paraphrases in Iamblichus’s heated response to Porphyry,
conventionally known as On the Mysteries.” The second text, Philosophy

"Emma C. Clarke, John M. Dillon, and Jackson P. Hershbell, Zamblichus: On the Mys-
teries, Writings from the Greco-Roman World (Atlanta, 2003).



from Oracles, is not polemical in itself: It promotes theurgy and inter-
prets oracles as delivering truths consistent with Platonism. But like
the Letter to Anebo, the fragments of this text are preserved in polem-
ical contexts, largely quotations and paraphrases from two Christian
authors, Eusebius of Caesarea (c. 260-339) and Augustine of Hippo
(354-430), who are, not surprisingly, scornful of Porphyry’s position.
Fourth and finally, perhaps the greatest difficulty is that Porphyry’s
two texts seem to contradict each other: The Letter to Anebo is sharply
critical of theurgy, while Philosophy from Oracles promotes it. This con-
tradiction has baffled ancient and modern interpreters. Fabien Muller’s
lucid introduction and commentary will help the reader navigate these
difficulties, but not entirely overcome them. And that is how it should
be. We should be wary of any interpretation that too quickly or neatly
resolves persistent quandaries.

T

In the Letter to Anebo, Porphyry takes up two closely related top-
ics: the hierarchy of divine beings (fr. 1-37) and the proper means and
meaning of divination (fr. 38-110). The hierarchy of divine beings is a
descending scale, with gods at the top, followed by daemons, heroes,
and pure souls.* This is not what is under dispute between Porphyry
and Anebo (Iamblichus). Rather, Porphyry questions how we can make
rationally defensible distinctions among these divine beings. Such dis-
tinctions are of paramount importance because theurgy presumes to
work differently with these different divine beings, and Porphyry is
concerned that the theory and practice of theurgy is riven with contra-
dictions and absurdities. In this regard he is critical of his own Platonist
tradition, which he claims has too often proceeded “from speculation”
and strayed from the truth (fr. 1). As Muller writes in his commentary,
“Porphyry intends to present a critical philosophy of religion that re-
quires coherent and justifiable ideas about gods and daemons.” What
remains of the Letter to Anebo is just that, a critical philosophy of re-
ligion. The surviving fragments do not in its stead offer a constructive

*Although in fr. 30, ITamblichus speaks of “a god, an angel, an archangel, a daemon,
some archon, or a soul.”
3See below, commentary to Letter to Anebo, fr. 1.
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philosophy, or any proposal for a surer and better foundation for the-
ology and theurgy.

The distinctions among the divine beings Porphyry discusses and
critiques include whether they are more or less active or passive, intel-
lectual or material; whether we can distinguish them according to their
“accidents” (properties) or only their substance; whether the different
beings have different kinds of bodies (e.g. ethereal, aerial, or earthly);
whether the beings can be said to reside in or associate with certain
places rather than others; whether they can be ranked in terms of pu-
rity, be it moral or material; whether they are visible or invisible, or
otherwise distinguishable by essence, power, or activity; and whether
they differ in the manner and mode of their presence (parousia) or ap-
pearance (epiptancia). Tamblichus tries to answer all these questions and
challenges in his response, On the Mysteries, but this is not the place to
rehearse or assess his answers, because we are focused here on recover-
ing and reconstructing Porphyry’s point of view. Even from the Letter’s
fragmentary state, it is clear that Porphyry regards theurgy’s account of
the hierarchy of divine beings as entailing problems that any philoso-
pher committed to a reasoned approach to truth must call out.

The remaining fragments of the Letter (fr. 38-110) concern divina-
tion, or mantike. Porphyry considers three broad kinds of divination:
dreams, enthusiasm, and divine possession, all of which can yield knowl-
edge of future events. He is hardly a thoroughgoing skeptic of div-
ination; in fact, he concedes that prognostication is quite common.
However, he favors naturalistic explanations for it and raises a skepti-
cal eyebrow at the theurgists’ eager efforts. It just happens sometimes,
he says, that when we sleep such foreknowledge comes to us. The same
can happen through music and dance.

One gets the impression that Porphyry is skeptical of our efforts to
cultivate or solicit this sort of event. Certainly we can’t control it. He
never denies the existence of the divine hierarchy; on the contrary, he
firmly believes in it, but he does not think that the divine beings pre-
dictably respond to our bidding. If they did, they would not be divine.
He wonders whether gods appear “automatically” or “spontaneously”
— an idea at which Iamblichus scoffs (fr. §3). He also wonders whether
our soul is itself naturally capable of generating knowledge of future
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events, writing, “it is the soul that speaks about these things and imag-
ines them”; “...the soul’s passions are roused from small gleams”; and
“small gleams rouse divine ideas in us” (fr. 54, 55). A gleam is un-
likely to mean here the glimmer of light on water, a common feature
of hydromancy; rather, a “gleam” (aittugma) is ethereal (from aitbér),
suggesting that the soul itself, owing to its ethereal nature, naturally
generates its own gleam or spark of this extraordinary knowledge. No-
tice that the soul “imagines” this, which means that imagination is the
soul’s faculty of perception of realities beyond those available to our ev-
eryday sense perception or even our reason. Finally, Porphyry proposes
a compromise of sorts, that the soul’s own gleam is the spontaneous
spark, which is then kindled by a divine response. This is close to his
earlier definition of enthusiasm, namely that “it consists of some kind
of intellectual impulse” — dianoia, which is understood as natural to
the soul — “accompanied by daemonic inspiration” (fr. 42). Iamblichus
finds this final proposal of Porphyry’s to be “the most plausible” or
“most true” of the three (fr. §6).

We should pause over the word daemonic (adj. daimonios) and dae-
mon (noun daimén, pl. daimones; and daimonion, pl. daimonia). Before
they were “demonized” in early Christianity, daimones were understood
to be intermediary divine beings, shuttling between humans and gods,
between earth and ether. This idea is present in Plato, especially his
account of Eros as a daimén, and was developed in the century before
Porphyry by such fellow Platonists as Apuleius and Maximus of Tyre.*
I imagine it is philosophers like these Porphyry has in mind when he
chastens his predecessors for speculating too freely about the differ-
ences among divine beings.

When the Hebrew Bible was translated into Greek, the words daimén
and daimonion were used to translate a range of Hebrew words for
evil spirits; the New Testament follows suit and uses them to refer
to evil spirits needing exorcism.’ By and large, Porphyry preserves the
pre-Christian understanding of daimones as intermediary divine beings,

4See Andrei Timotin, La démonologie platonicienne: histoire de la notion de daimon de Pla-
ton aux derniers néoplatoniciens (Leiden, 2012); and Luc Brisson et al., eds., Neopla-
tonic Demons and Angels (Leiden, 2018).

SMatthew 8:31, Mark §:12, Luke 8:29, and Revelation 16:14, 18:2.
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greater than humans but inferior to the gods. Pagans and Christians
use the same word, but it is precisely the pagan vs. Christian under-
standing of daimén that is being worked out in such texts as the Letter
to Anebo and Philosophy from Oracles. Muller translates daimon and dai-
monion as “daemon” and “daemonic” — rightly, in my view — and I will
follow suit.

Readers should be alive to the fact that Porphyry does not think
all daemons are “demons” in the sense of malevolent beings. How-
ever, he is wary that divination can invite evil spirits or a “kind of
treacherous nature, capable of assuming all forms, shifting and act-
ing like gods, daemons, and the souls of the dead.” Such a “treacher-
ous nature, capable of...appearing as something good or bad...can play
mischievous tricks and come up with mockery and hindrances against
those who pursue virtue, and it is full of delusion and delights in vapors
and flattery” (fr. 69). Iamblichus dismisses this concern, confident that
he knows how to discern “the one unsullied, sacred, and truly divine
kind of divination” from its evil imposter (fr. 70). He groups Por-
phyry’s concern with “the opinions of the atheists...who think that all
divination is brought to realization by the evil daemon.” Tamblichus
is almost certainly referring to Christians here, “atheists” because they
deny the gods and attribute all divination to the work of a singular evil
demon, the devil or diabolos. Porphyry was certainly no fan of Chris-
tians (see below), so the fact that Iamblichus groups him with them
is a provocation. But it may be that Christian discourse about demons
has influenced Porphyry, such that he is cautious that evil spirits or
malevolent beings (“demons”) might mimic gods or good daemons
and mislead those engaged in divination.

Porphyry does believe that some daemons are malevolent, but there
is no evidence to suggest that he believes there to be one evil “de-
mon” presiding over other evil “demons” — that’s a Christian view that
Tamblichus is attributing to Porphyry to discredit him. However, in
these fragments Porphyry does afirm that we each have our own in-
dividual daemon, that this singular companion is “the one leader pre-
siding” over all our other daemons, and “that the presidency over ev-
erything in us depends on one daemon.” So we each have a singular,
presiding daemon, but it is benevolent, overseeing other daemons who
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look after our body’s “health, form, and condition” (fr. 98). The no-
tion of a personal daemon goes back, of course, to Socrates’s account
in the Apology of his own familiar daemonic (daimonion) sign, which
he says has accompanied him since childhood, and manifests only as
a voice that says no and never yes. Porphyry has inherited centuries of
philosophical reflection and speculation on Socrates’s daemon, some
of which he clearly thinks has gone too far.

T

Readers ancient and modern have been surprised moving from the
Letter to Anebo to Philosophy from Oracles, in which Porphyry quotes con-
temporary oracles from several gods, principally Apollo and Hecate,
but also Asclepius, Hermes, Serapis, and Pan. In these oracles, the
gods speak in the first person and in verse. Porphyry insists, “I have
neither added nor subtracted anything from the oracular thoughts,”
and “my aim was to preserve the pure meaning of the text” (fr. 1). It is
striking that in Philosophy from Oracles Porphyry relies on some of the
very distinctions among gods and other divine beings that he critiques
in the Letter to Anebo. Furthermore, in Philosophy the gods recommend
the sorts of material rituals and sacrifices that Porphyry scorns in the
Letter — and with no objection from him. We rely almost entirely on
Eusebius and Augustine for the fragments of Philosophy from Oracles,
and they draw attention to these and other contradictions between the
two texts. The contradictions allow them to discredit Porphyry as a
philosopher: They clearly favor his critical views in the Letter and mock
his gullible piety in Philosophy. Eusebius positions himself as the better
philosopher: “Would it not be better for us to philosophize than to
practice magic...given that we are capable of achieving happiness and a
blessed life by observing virtue and philosophy?” (fr. 18). Eusebius re-
ports that Porphyry labels his project “theosophy”; John Philoponus
(c. 490-570) says that Porphyry’s “practical theosophy” is no different
from magic. Indeed, it is hard to distinguish this practical theosophy
from the theurgy Porphyry critiques in his Letter.

What will also likely strike the reader new to Philosophy from Ora-
cles is that the old gods comment directly on new religious realities,



especially the religion of the Hebrews and their wayward descendants
the Christians. It seems that the gods were asked to comment on such
topics: What did they think of the Hebrew people, of Jesus Christ, and
of the Christians who followed him? It might surprise the reader that
the old gods praise the Hebrew people and even Jesus Christ, even as
they heap derision on Christians. Apollo, for example, acknowledges
that the Egyptians, Phoenicians, Assyrians, Lydians, and “the men of
the Hebrew nation” have taught “different ways of the blessed,” which
Porphyry interprets to mean different paths “leading to the gods” (fr.
21, 22). Amid this celebration of pluralism, no mention is made of
any tension between the Hebrews’ exclusive monotheism and Apollo’s
inclusive henotheism. In another oracle, Apollo says that only the As-
syrians (or Chaldeans) and the “admirable” Hebrews “have attained
wisdom,” or understand the “heavens in plural number” (fr. 22).

This praise for the Hebrews almost always comes at the expense of
Christians, or even Christ. Augustine quotes Porphyry: “Apollo recited
these verses for somebody who had asked which god he should pray
to in order to call his wife back from Christianity” (fr. 45). Apollo’s

alleged answer is as follows:

It would be easier for you to write letters on water or to
spread your light feathers to fly through the air than to
call back your depraved, godless wife’s sense. Let her go on
and persevere in her insane deception. Let her lament her
dead god in her delusion, who was condemned by rightful
judges and who was bound by fetters and put to the worst
death on specious [charges].

Porphyry adds, “Here [Apollo] reveals the inveterate character of [the
Christians’] opinion, arguing that the Jews revere God more than
them.” Apollo is also asked “which one of the two, the word (or rea-
son) or the law, is better,” and he answers, “to him who is truly God,
the creator and king before all things, of whom heaven, earth, the sea,
and the depth of hell are afraid and from whom the gods recoil in ter-
ror. [The gods’] Father is the law, held in great reverence by the Holy
Hebrews” (fr. 46). According to Apollo, the Hebrews revere (the one)
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God more than the Christians do; they are better monotheists, or at
least better henotheists.

“Why,” Augustine asks, “does Porphyry extol the piety of the He-
brews — because they venerate the great and true god, even feared by
the gods themselves — but draw on the oracles of his own gods to dis-
parage Christians as supremely ignorant for claiming that this world is
going to pass away?” (fr. 47). After all, the same Hebrew scriptures at-
test to God’s primacy over the gods and the passing away of the world.
Porphyry’s inconsistency “makes him curse this point in the Christian
faith,” but also makes him a rather poor philosopher. But the real issue
at stake between “celebrated philosophers” such as Porphyry and “us”
(Christians), Augustine insists, is the resurrection of the flesh, “which
they reject as strongly as they can.” No matter, because between Por-
phyry’s time and Augustine’s the tide has turned in Christians’ favor:
“the believers have become so numerous that only a few deniers are
left” (fr. 49).

Apollo is quite critical of Christ — a “dead god” justly condemned and
shamefully and publicly put to death. But the goddess Hecate, when
asked, offers a slightly kinder assessment. Both Eusebius and Augustine
preserve and comment on these important fragments (fr. 44-54), in
which Porphyry recognizes that what he is going to report will surprise
some readers. When asked whether Christ was a god, Hecate does not
answer the question directly, but offers a cryptic response (fr. 50):

You know that the soul steps forward immortal, away from
the body;

But when it is cut off from wisdom, it wanders around
endlessly.

That soul is the soul of a man highly excelling in piety.

Hecate seems to have a nuanced view of Christ. He excels in piety,
but his disembodied soul is somehow “cut off” from wisdom (we’re
not told what exactly this means and neither Eusebius nor Augus-
tine speculates). In any case, Porphyry explains, Christ is hardly alone
in having his soul “honored with immortality.” Other pious people
are similarly honored, but Christians ignorantly worship his immortal
soul as if he were unique. So Porphyry acknowledges that the goddess
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praises Christ as “most pious” but implicitly faults Christians for their
ignorance of other equally pious and immortal souls. Hecate is not im-
pressed with Christs having endured punishments, because it is only
the body, not the soul, that suffers these feeble torments. Christ’s soul,
like others’, went to the heavenly realm. “Thus,” she concludes, “don’t
blaspheme against him, but commiserate the ignorance of humans.”
(fr. 50). In sum, Hecate and Porphyry criticize Christians explicitly for
worshipping Christ as if he were somehow uniquely pious and immor-
tal, and implicitly for focusing on his bodily suffering and death as if
that had any bearing on his soul.

But Augustine preserves more of Hecate’s oracle, in which she is
even more critical of Christians and of Christ himself:

Fatally, what the other souls — which the Fates had not
granted to receive the divine gifts nor to attain knowledge
of immortal Zeus — received from [Christs] soul was to
be engrossed in error. Hence, the gods hated them, be-
cause, although they were not destined to know God nor
to receive the gods’ gifts, [Christ] fatally made them to be
engrossed in error. (fr. §1)

Thus, according to the goddess, Christ is not simply the hapless vic-
tim of his ignorant followers; he actively misleads them. Augustine
wonders, then: If Hecate admits that Christ excels in piety, did he
mislead his followers voluntarily or involuntarily? If voluntarily, then
how could he be just? If involuntarily, then how could be blessed? Au-
gustine then quotes Porphyry’s own fascinating explanation (fr. 47):

In a certain place there are very small terrestrial spirits that
are subject to the power of evil daemons. From these, the
wise men among the Hebrews — Jesus was one of them,
as you have heard through Apollos oracles quoted above
— from these most perverted daemons and from the lesser
spirits, the Hebrews urged religious people to stay away
and forbade them to spend time with them; instead, they
should venerate the heavenly gods, and most of all, ven-
erate God the Father. This is what even the gods teach,
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and we have shown above that they order us to direct our
mind to God and that they always command us to worship
him. The uneducated and the corrupted natures, to whom
Fate did not grant to receive divine gifts or to know Zeus
immortal, did not listen to the gods or divine men — they
have rejected all gods, venerating the forbidden daemons
instead of loathing them.

In this remarkable passage, Porphyry suggests that it is Christians who
are the real demoniacs. The Hebrew wisemen — among them Jesus —
steered their flocks away from evil daemons and toward the heavenly
gods and the one God. Porphyry presents the Hebrews as henotheists,
worshipping the one God who sits over the many gods, who warn
us against “small terrestrial spirits” and the perverted daemons who
control them. What responsibility, though, does Christ bear for his
disciples’ being engrossed in error? Porphyry does not say exactly. Is it
that Christ attracted uneducated and corrupted followers who, despite
his warnings, were destined to seek out evil daemons? Is it that he
let them think he was uniquely pious and so immortal, fixating their
attention on his singular person as opposed to the plurality of piety?
Is it that his death called undue attention to his body and its allegedly
salvific sufferings, such that evil daemons encouraged his followers to
feed on his flesh and blood? Is it that he was too much of the earth
and not enough of the heavens? In the end, Porphyry does not say, and
so Hecate’s remark that Christ’s soul was “cut off from wisdom” hangs
over him like a question mark, or a judge’s sentence.

T

Porphyry has much to say about daemons in his other writings that
might shed further light on the Letter to Anebo and Philosophy from Or-
acles, and the question of how to reconcile the contradictions between
them.® In his Life of Plotinus (Vita Plotini [VP]), Porphyry tells us of an
ill-fated effort to summon Plotinus’s daemon, an episode that E.R.

®This final section draws on Charles M. Stang, “The Doubled Self and the Worship
of the Gods,” in Maren R. Niehoft and Joshua Levinson, eds., Self, Self-Fashioning, and
Individuality in Late Antiquity (Tiibingen, 2019), 149-168.
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Dodds dubbed “a séance in the Iseum.”” Porphyry tells us that an
Egyptian priest came to Rome looking for an occasion to perform
and to parade his wisdom. Knowing of Plotinus’s reputation, the priest
asked if the philosopher wished to see him make manifest his “own
companion spirit” or daimon. Plotinus agreed, and the rite was per-
formed in the Temple of Isis in Rome. It was not a daemon that an-
swered the summons, however, but a god. How anyone managed to
make that differentiation, Porphyry does not say. Perhaps it was the
priest’s testimony alone, for he is reported to have said to Plotinus,
“Blessed are you, who have a god (tfeos) for your spirit (daimén) and
not a companion of the subordinate order” (VP 10.23-25). In any case,
since one of the other participants in the ritual brought the delicate
conjuring to an abrupt end by strangling one of the birds he was hold-
ing, none of the assembled were able to put any question to the god
made manifest. Nevertheless, Porphyry makes an important remark at
the end of this anecdote: “[T]he companion of Plotinus was a spirit
(daimén) of the more god-like (¢teioteron) kind, and he continually kept
the divine eye of his soul fixed on this companion” (VP 10.28-30).
Porphyry tells us that this experience at the Temple of Isis prompted
Plotinus to pen an entire treatise on the topic of the various types of
companion spirits, namely Ennead III.4, “On Our Allotted Guardian
Spirit.” The treatise has nothing to do with the summoning of one’s
own, or anyone else’s, personal daemon. Instead, it posits a sliding scale
of daemons and explains how they relate to Plotinus’s three hypostases:
Soul, Intellect, and the One.* More relevant for our purposes, however,
is Porphyry’s claim in his Vita that Plotinus “continually kept the divine
eye of his soul fixed on this companion,” his daemon. Why is this
relevant? Because straightaway Porphyry recounts another story, which
is clearly meant to draw a lesson based on this claim. When Amelius,
one of Plotinus’s other students, grew “ritualistic” or “fond of sacrifices”
(ptilottutes) (VP 10.33), he asked Plotinus if he might accompany him on
his rounds of the temples. Plotinus refused, saying, “[the gods] ought

7E.R. Dodds, The Greeks and the Irrational (Berkeley, 1951), 289. All references to Por-
phyry’s Life of Plotinus and Plotinus’ Enneads are from A.H. Armstrong’s translation in
the Loeb Classical Library (Cambridge, Mass., 1989).

8See Stang, Our Divine Double (Cambridge, Mass., 2016), 202-7.
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to come to me, not I to them” (VP 10.35-36). No one, says Porphyry,
really understood what Plotinus meant by this. Could he have meant
that he is himself a temple in which the divine dwells? A temple to
which not only the gods themselves, but his own students, should
come? That the gods themselves might worship a higher god, the one
god, the One, and that he is the very temple in which the many lower
gods should worship?

In fact, Porphyry explores these ideas in his other writings, such
as On Abstinence from Killing Animals and his Letter to His Wife Marcella.
In Book I of On Abstinence he writes, “For the return is to one’s real
self [to ontos heauton], nothing else; and the joining is with one’s real
self [to ontds heauton], nothing else. And one’s real self is the intel-
lect [autos de ontds ho nous]” (1.29.12-15).9 Plotinus believed that one
half of our intellect or nous never descends into embodiment, but eter-
nally contemplates the intelligible Forms, the unchanging archetypes
of which our world is the fleeting image. Porphyry follows Plotinus
on this point, insisting that the undescended nous remains fixed in the
intelligible heights, regardless of where our descended nous is on its
journey of return: “The intellect is with itself, even if we are not with
it” (I.39.3-4). Our descended nous may wander but it is nevertheless
eternally anchored in the intelligible realm, the very home of our real
self. In Book II, Porphyry draws out the ritual and sacrificial impli-
cations of this view. Unlike the Plotinus of the Vita, who refused to
partake in sacrifices, Porphyry concedes that “we too shall sacrifice,”
but adds that “we shall make, as is fitting, different sacrifices to dif-
ferent powers” (I1.34.1-3). He goes on to specify the forms of sacrifice
appropriate to the different divine powers, ranging from “the god who
rules over all”; his offspring, the intelligible gods; the world-soul; other
gods, including the fixed and wandering stars; and the multitude of in-
visible gods or daemons, some of whom are good and others evil. What
is significant is that Porphyry seems to reinterpret Plotinus’s refusal as
indicating an affirmation of a higher form of sacrifice, one befitting the
god he worships: Porphyry’s “god who rules over the all,” or Plotinus’s

91 quote from Gillian Clark’s translation, Porphyry: On Abstinence from Killing Animals
(Ithaca, 2000). For the Greek text, I rely on A. Nauck, ed., Porphyrii philosophi Platonici
opuscula selecta, 2d ed. (Leipzig, 1886).
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“the One.” In any case, the form of sacrifice appropriate to this (One)
god involves “nothing perceived by the senses, either by burning or in
words” (IL.3.4-5). Nor does speech of any kind befit this god: “But we
shall worship him in pure silence and with pure thoughts about him.
We must, then, be joined with and made like him, and must offer up
our own uplifting as a holy sacrifice to the god, for it is both our hymn
and our security” (I.34.8-13).

If in the Vita Plotinus refuses to perform the sacrificial circuit with
his pious student, perhaps it is because he already performs sacrifices
appropriate to the highest god, the One. His pure silence and pure
thoughts are his offerings, as is his own conjunction, assimilation, and
ascent to the divine. In Porphyry’s telling, Plotinus is not repudiating
the logic of sacrifice as much as situating himself on its scale. Thus, in
speaking of gods in the plural (“They ought to come to me, not I to
them”), Plotinus is referring to the multitude of gods ranked below the
One, the one “god who rules over the all.” Porphyry goes on to claim
that the philosopher is the true high priest of this highest god. The
philosopher has no need of animal sacrifices because he approaches his
god “alone to the alone, by his own effort” (II.49.2-3). These words
echo the last lines of Plotinus’ Enneads, as arranged by Porphyry him-
self: “This is the life of the gods and of godlike and blessed man,
deliverance from the things of this world, a life which takes no de-
lights in the things of this world, escape in solitude to the solitary” —
or a “flight alone to the alone” (pbuge monou pros monon) (6.9.11.49-51).
For Porphyry, Plotinus is the philosopher-priest par excellence. While
he refrains from spelling this out in the Vita, it becomes clear in his
other writings that Porphyry reads Plotinus’ remark not as a refusal of
sacrifice, but as a hint that he is already a priest of the highest god,
already in “flight alone to the alone,” a solitary who stands apart from
the crowd and its lower forms of worship.

Not that these lower forms of worship necessarily deserve disrespect.
Priests of the lower “particular gods” are adept at performing rites,
initiations, and purifications appropriate to those gods, and are also
adept at creating cult-statues of those gods. Over and above all this,
however, the philosopher-priest “is expert in the making of his [own]
cult statue and in purifications and the other rites by which he is linked
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to the god” (Il.49.11-14). This, too, is an allusion to Ennead 1.6, “On
Beauty,” where Plotinus bids us become sculptors of our selves:

Go back into yourself and look; and if you do not see
yourself beautiful, then, just as someone making a statue
which has to be beautiful cuts away here and polishes there
and makes one part smooth and clears another till he has
given his statue a beautiful face, so too you must cut away
excess and straighten the crooked and clear the dark and
make it bright, and never stop “working on your statue”
till the divine glory of virtue shines out on you, till you see
“self-mastery enthroned upon its holy seat.” (1.6.9.7-15)."°

By alluding to his passage in the Enneads, Porphyry enlists the author-
ity of Plotinus’s own writings for his argument that the philosopher-
priest needn’t make offerings to cult-statues in temples because he has
already made himself a cult statue in honor of his god. For Porphyry,
the philosopher’s own nous is at once the temple, the statue, and the
offering.

We find similar points articulated even more clearly in Porphyry’s
Letter to Marcella. He begins by explaining to his much younger wife
that his true self is not anything she can perceive by her senses but
is rather a “colorless and formless essence...grasped by the mind (di-
anoia) alone” (8.14)." She is the same mindful essence, possessing “di-

°The two embedded quotations in this passage are from Plato’s Phaedrus. The first quo-
tation, “working on your statue,” is taken from Plato’s description of how “everyone
chooses his love after his own fashion and from among those who are beautiful, and
then treats the boy like his very own god, building him up and adorning him as an im-
age” (252d7). The second quotation comes from a passage when the mad lover sees the
face of a beautiful boy: “his memory is carried back to the real nature of Beauty, and
he sees it again where it stands on the sacred pedestal next to Self-Control” (254b7).
Both of these quotations are taken from Plato’s account of the charged, erotic tension
between lover and beloved. By subsuming the horizontal double of lover and beloved,
and all that comes with it (lust, struggle, restraint, cultivation, mirror reflections,
images conforming to archetypes) into the self’s relationship to itself, Plotinus has
essentially internalized the fragile and fraught dynamics of Platonic eros. Quotations
are from Alexander Nehamas and Paul Woodruff’s translation in John Cooper, ed.,
Plato: The Complete Works (Indianapolis, 1997).

"T quote from Alice Zimmern’s translation, Porphyry: Letter to His Wife Marcella (Grand
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vine characters within” herself, characters she needs only to remember
how to read (9.10). This is what a teacher can do: he can remind her
how to read her own interior inscription or he can sound a keynote
that allows her to hear the music already playing in her (8). There
is something “absurd,” he says, about her looking to him as a guide
when “you have in yourself...a guide to all true good...a true leader,
and all riches within your own power” (9.14,15). This interior guide
is, in effect, her divine counterpart: her real self, the intellect or nous.
Not only does Marcella already possess her true teacher, but all her
own riches are “within her power.” The question of whether and how
we can each ascend to and join with the highest god by virtue of our
effort is precisely what is at stake between Porphyry and Iamblichus
in their heated exchange. Both Plotinus and Porphyry are confident
that return is within our own power, a confidence bolstered by their
conviction that our descended nous has an undescended archetype an-
chored above — in other words, that our divine double is within us and
above us and can be readily accessed. Tamblichus is not so confident.

Porphyry goes on to explain to Marcella that “the divine is present
altogether everywhere” (11.1-2). Yet it is in the mind of the wise man
that the divine is especially concentrated, “sanctified as its temple.”
What was implicit, then, in On Abstinence is now explicit: the mind
(nous) can become the temple (naos) to the highest god, the One. This
is in fact the best way to honor the divine, to establish one’s mind as its
temple. It is not harmful to venerate other altars, nor to neglect them.
There is, it seems, little at stake in altars and material sacrifices, at least
for the wise man or sage (sop’os). But as we have seen, this refusal to
sacrifice to the gods indicates a higher form of sacrifice: “when I exhort
you to reverence the gods, [I mean] the godlike mind that remains
stably fixed in its place that is united to God...But, as we said before,
let your temple (naos) be the mind (nous) that is within you. This you
must tend and adorn, that it may be a ficting dwelling for God” (19.1,
5-6, 8-10).

In his Vita, Porphyry appeals to Plotinus’s own philosophy to make

Rapids, 1986). For the Greek text, I rely on W. Pétscher, ed., IIpos Maprké\hav
(Leiden, 1969).
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sense of certain remarkable episodes in his teacher’s life, especially his
encounter with the Egyptian priest at the Temple of Isis in Rome and
his refusal to join his student Amelius in sacrificing to the gods. Por-
phyry continues to wrestle with Plotinus’s refusal, however, and in
some of his other writings we see him offering different interpreta-
tions. He introduces a scale or rank-order of piety, which allows him
to interpret Plotinus’s general refusal as a specific refusal of a lower
form of sacrifice, one that Plotinus has presumably surpassed on his
way to a silent reverence for the “god who rules over the all.” This
allows Porphyry to position Plotinus not as the enemy of traditional
worship of the gods, but rather as its culmination. The philosopher
does not leave the priesthood behind; on the contrary, he becomes
the priest par excellence. In Porphyry’s telling, the philosopher’s own
intellect becomes a temple to the highest god, the One. This allows
Porphyry to endorse the traditional worship of the gods as scaled prac-
tices of piety; to affirm Plotinus’s refusal to sacrifice in the temples by
suggesting that he is beyond such lower forms of piety; to diffuse the
tension between reason and ritual, between philosophy and traditional
piety, by suggesting that they converge in the highest registers; and to
sanctify a new temple, namely the temple of the individual intellect, as
the premier site of worship. The nous is the highest naos.

Charles M. Stang
Cambridge, Massachusetts
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1 Introduction

1.1 General Introduction

This volume brings together two texts of the ancient philosopher Por-
phyry of Tyre (c. 234-305 CE): the Letter to Anebo and the Philosophy from
Oracles. The question discussed in both texts is whether a virtuous and
happy life — that is, a life determined by what Greek philosophers con-
sidered truth — is best attained through philosophy, religious practice,
or a combination of both. While the original texts were written in
Greek, those texts are now lost, which means that the only way for us
to know what Porphyry said in them is to draw from other texts that
quote them or refer to them indirectly.” The challenge posed by that
loss is that the texts’ original context is irrecoverable, forcing us to rely
on second-hand accounts to reconstruct their arguments and logic. To
some extent, we will never be able to obtain Porphyry’s own answer to
the questions that arise due to the incomplete state of the fragments.

"Various editors and translators have attempted to reconstruct these texts based on
references from other late ancient Latin and Greek texts, essentially writings of the
philosopher Tamblichus and the Christian theologians Augustine and Eusebius of
Caesarea. Thomas Gale, Porphyry’s first editor, attempted to extract the Letter to Anebo
text from Tamblichus’s response and to present it as a coherent text in Gale, De mysteriis
liber (1678). More recently, Sodano, Lettera (1958), and Faggin, Lettera (1954), recon-
structed and translated the Letter into Italian. The most recent edition of the Letter
is Saffrey & Segonds, Lettre (2012). As for the Philosophy from Oracles, Andrew Smith
collected fragments from Eusebius and Augustine in Smith, Fragmenta (1993), thus
providing a substitute for Gustav Wolff’s 1856 edition, Wolff, Reliquiae. The Philosophy
was translated into French by Feye and Thuysbaert in Kasteel (ed.), Oracles et prophétie
(2011), 213-246, based on Wolffs edition. The most complete and thorough scholarly
exploration of the Philosophy can be found in Muscolino’s edition and Italian transla-
tion, Filosofia rivelata (2011), which serves as a basis for the author’s 2013 PhD thesis.
For further details on the editions used in the present volume, see §1.9 below.



1 Introduction

We can, however, attempt to use the extant fragments and their con-
nection to other texts as a roadmap to the debates in ancient philosophy
and religion, discover how Porphyry positions himself in those debates,
and more generally, identify what he has to say about the philosophical
debates on the role of religion in human life. The goal of the present
introduction, as well as of the translation and commentary, is to set
up a basic framework for this approach.

I begin this introduction by looking at the historical origin of the
questions that Porphyry addresses in the translated texts. Since these
questions are connected to earlier layers of ancient Greek philosophy,
it is useful to first identify some representative antecedents and recon-
struct the way that Porphyry’s philosophy builds on that of his prede-
cessors. Second, I survey the environment of late ancient Neoplaton-
ism, the philosophical tradition to which Porphyry belongs. Third,
since Porphyry’s most important influences come from Plotinus, the
founder of Neoplatonism, I outline the fundamentals of Plotinus’s meta-
physics as articulated in the Enneads, the texts that Porphyry himself
compiled and edited. Finally, I offer a brief introduction to Porphyry’s
biography and to the larger framework of his philosophy. At the very
end of this introduction, I briefly summarize the topics that Porphyry
addresses in the two texts, but I leave the main discussion for the
translation and commentary sections.

Among the many questions raised by scholarship on Porphyry, one
requires particular attention: The two texts in this volume seem to ar-
rive at different, partially irreconcilable conclusions. Porphyry suggests
in the Letter to Anebo that religious practices such as divination and an-
imal sacrifices are pointless. In the Philosophy from Oracles, however, he
argues to the contrary, claiming that such practices are necessary for
salvation. To explain this conflict, previous generations of scholars as-
sumed that Porphyry wrote the Philosophy from Oracles early in his life,
when he was young and superstitious, and the Letter to Anebo after he
had converted to rationalism. This thesis has been rejected by more re-
cent scholars and superseded by more complex models of explanation.
I shall mention some of these models below, but I will not attempt to
resolve the issue or presume to offer a conclusive explanation. In the
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absence of the original texts, such an explanation will probably — as
frustrating as this may be — remain impossible.>

The most important contemporary scholars writing on Porphyry in-
clude Michael B. Simmons, Andrew Smith, Aaron P. Johnson, Anne
Sheppard, George Karamanolis, Kevin Corrigan, Giuseppe Muscolino,
and most recently, Pier F. Beatrice.’ These scholars have engaged Por-
phyry’s work from various perspectives. For example, Simmons focuses
on the idea of salvation and thinks that Porphyry’s main concern was to
propose a soteriology complex enough to compete with that of Chris-
tian theology, which was gaining momentum and developing increas-
ingly rich answers to the problems and tensions of human existence.
In support of this thesis, he highlights the fact that Joseph Bidez, the
first scholar to present Porphyry as a philosopher in his own right, also
emphasized the central role of soteriology.* Smith on the other hand
reconstructs Porphyry’s role in the history of Neoplatonism and sees
in his work, in particular in his ideas on the soul, the beginning of a
new chapter of Neoplatonic philosophy: post-Plotinian Neoplatonism.
Beatrice’s monumental work, extensively reviewed by Ilaria Ramelli,’
on whose work I will also draw, revisits the history of the transmission
of Porphyry’s texts and questions the standard assumption that the Phi-
losophy from Oracles, the Letter to Anebo, the treatise Against the Christians,
and other texts actually constitute separate writings. He argues that
the latter texts were in reality part of the Philosophy that were detached
from it by later authors. Beatrice advances a thesis similar to Sim-
mons’s, namely, that Porphyry accepts that salvation can be achieved
through different paths, and that one of these paths includes theurgic
and embodied practices, while the other one consists in philosophical
reflection and contemplation.

While these approaches are viable and useful tools for understand-
ing the history of ancient philosophy, I propose to focus — for the sake

2At the end of his monumental work on Porphyry, Pier F. Beatrice, too, doubts that a
final resolution of the problem “is even possible,” Beatrice, Philosophy of the Few, 492.

3Smith, Porphyry’s Place; Karamanolis & Sheppard (eds.), Studies; Johnson, Religion and
Identity; Simmons, Universal Salvation; Beatrice, Philosophy of the Few.

4Bidez, Vie de Porphyre.

SRamelli, “Porphyry, Elitism.”
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of making Porphyry accessible to the widest possible audience — on the
tension between the philosophical pursuit of transcendence and con-
crete religious practice, as well as on the more general tension between
philosophy and religion. This focus is more immediately approach-
able insofar as it relates to fundamental human aspirations such as the
quest for universal truth, spiritual or religious insight, and happiness.
Though religion and philosophy tend to address these aspirations in
similar ways, they do it with different means and under different as-
sumptions. Assessing Porphyry’s perspective on these differences will
not only allow us to understand history better, but also to explore a
potential answer to a perennial philosophical quest.

One way to make sense of this issue and to understand Porphyry’s
answer is to think about religion and philosophy as two mutually per-
meable and translatable practices. Philosophers can translate religious
approaches into their own language and practice and vice versa. This
approach was developed by Aaron Johnson, one of the twenty-first
century’s greatest scholars of Porphyry, in his monumental monograph
Religion and Identity in Porphyry of Tyre. In a review of Johnson’s book,
Jaclyn Maxwell expresses her surprise that Johnson’s conclusion about
the tensions in Porphyry’s work were not reached in earlier scholarship,
despite its simplicity and clarity.® Johnson’s conclusion is that tensions
arise only when we approach Porphyry’s texts with strong assumptions
about his intellectual identity. If we assume that he is a rationalist
philosopher, we will have to dismiss the Philosophy from Oracles as an
irrelevant Jugendschrift. If however we assume that he is fervently reli-
gious, the Letter to Anebo — and most of his other writings — appear un-
intelligible. Such disjunctive readings cannot succeed, Johnson argues.
The only way to make sense of Porphyry’s writing is to read it contex-
tually, as if he were thinking with his reader and within the context of
the topics he engages. Discussing oracles, he finds a meaning in them;
discussing the problems of Anebo’s allegedly Egyptian theology, he
articulates objections and possible solutions; elaborating on Platonic
principles, he sees no need to talk about religion at all. These are not
philosophical contradictions but methodological choices, Johnson ar-
gues.

6Maxwell, “Review of: Johnson.”
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However, as elegant as Johnson’s solution might seem, it does not
abolish Porphyry’s commitment to a hierarchical vision of the paths
leading to truth and to the superiority of what Beatrice calls “the
doctrines and methods of the rational philosophy.”” Porphyry does
not dismiss religious practice, but he definitely does not see it as an
equivalent alternative to “rational philosophy,” either. The keynote of
Porphyry’s philosophy is undeniably rational and philosophical. What
Johnson brilliantly shows is that such a keynote does not necessarily
lead to exclusivism but may yield productive ways of dealing with other
forms of aspirations to ultimate reality.

1.2 Ancient Philosophy & the Dilemma of
Transcendence

In this section I want to take a step back and approach the problem
of philosophy and religion in the context of ancient Greek thought.
I offer a brief overview of various traditions that influenced the ways
that ancient Greek philosophers theorized on that problem and build
on these insights before proceeding to a more specific inquiry into
Neoplatonism in the next section.

Ancient Greek philosophy presents a profound ambiguity. Greek
philosophers across many historical periods and traditions agreed that
to “try to live as well as one can” — to quote Socrates’s famous confession
in the Gorgias — one should make a habit of “practicing truth.”® From
early on, Greek philosophers thought the goal of human life was to cul-
tivate the means to pursue truth, and that happiness can be found only
through such a pursuit.? They did not think that this pursuit and the
knowledge it generates were just one of many possible ways to attain

7Beatrice, Philosophy of the Few, 124.

$rewpdoopar 74 GvTL s dv divwpar BéNTIoTOS AV ... (v (Plat. Gorg. 526d6),
v a\jfeiav dok@v (Plat. Gorg. 526ds).

9We shall see below that Porphyry considers the power to lead a person to happiness as
the distinctive criterion of genuine philosophy and theology, e.g. fr. 71(11), where he
criticizes “those who have nothing coherent or trustworthy to say about happiness,”
(mept 8¢ evdarpovias ovder aodales ovd exéyyvov [Aéyovow]).
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happiness, but rather that they were something inscribed in human
nature. The first statement in Aristotle’s Metaphysics — that “by nature,
all men desire knowledge™° — may be read as a key idea spanning an-
cient traditions from early Platonism to late antiquity: Aspiring to the
knowledge of truth is not a choice that one makes but a driving force
inherent to the human mind — something that cannot be legitimately
contested.

On the one hand, this agreement on the pursuit or practice of truth
suggests a certain optimism regarding the human condition. Since the
essence of the human being lies in its intellect, and since nothing
could exist in contradiction to its essence, there must be an essential
connection between human nature, knowledge, truth, and happiness.
Or to put it differently: If the human being is predetermined to pur-
sue knowledge of truth, there must be — putting aside the pessimistic
possibility that human nature is fundamentally flawed in desiring the
unattainable — a certain point at which truth itself responds to that
pursuit. There must be a point at which knowledge and truth con-
verge.

On the other hand, philosophers like Plato, Philo, and later Neopla-
tonists also agree that in its quest for ultimate truth, human intellect
inevitably finds itself confronted with the realization that it remains
separated from truth by an almost unbridgeable chasm. In fact, truth
is not something the intellect could grasp with its ordinary tools. Some
forms of truth can be discovered and articulated through discursive and
conceptual means, such as empirical or scientific truth. But truth it-
self, or the highest form of truth — the truth of reality as a whole, as
it subsists in and by itself — is not so easily identifiable. It withstands
any single attempt to conceptualize it because it applies to all things
at the same time, and it extends even beyond the realm of things —
“beyond essence,” as Plato famously writes." If it is the truth about
everything it cannot be made identical to any singular thing, and con-
sequently, no specific act of knowledge or cognition can ever attain it.

°Tlavres dvpwmol Tob eldévar opéyovTar puoet. (Aristot. Met. 98oazr)

Plato describes the Good as “extending beyond substance by its primordiality and
power” (émékewa Ti)s ovolas mpeoPelp kal duvduer vmepéyovTos, Plato Resp.
509b8-9).
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The very constitution of truth transcends any possible intentional act
of understanding.

Philosophers attempted to account for the elusiveness of truth by
incorporating various pathways for transcendence into their systems.
Heraclitus, for example, found truth in the ever-changing, ungras-
pable principle of the logos, which changes its shape according to the
modalities of one’s approach. Plato thought of it in terms of a primor-
dial principle conditioning reality and yet completely transcending it.
In his eponymous dialogue, he has Parmenides attempt to describe that
principle through a series of bewildering paradoxes. Aristotle sought it
in the self-reflection of the divine mind, the thinking that is a “think-
ing of thinking”™ — a notion with strong theological connotations that
would shape, for example, medieval Christian philosophy. In the last
period of ancient philosophy — a key moment in the development of
Neoplatonism — the struggle to find absolute truth led to the develop-
ment of a novel approach to philosophizing: the apophatic or negative
method, which prefers to speak of God’s truth in terms of what it is
not, i.e., through negation. Late ancient philosophers such as Damas-
cius and Pseudo-Dionysius the Areopagite championed this method.

Thus, while ancient philosophers were quite optimistic about the
ability of the human mind to attain truth, they were also aware that
the last step toward that attainment is obscure and difficult. Human
knowledge can with effort access almost any singular truth about the
world and particular things. But when it attempts to access more foun-
dational forms of truth, that is — the truth about reality as a whole or
the source of truth itself — it loses its grip. Truth as such is a prerequi-
site for all individual truths, but as it is different from all these singular
truths, it must necessarily remain hidden, caught in a paradoxical state
of simultaneous presence and transcendence — or, to paraphrase Hera-
clitus in an allusion to the Oracle at Delphi, truth is neither expressed
directly nor hidden altogether but makes itself known through signs.”
The gap between signs and the singular signified truth can never be

vénots vorjoews, according to Aristotle’s famous statement at Met. 1074b34.

> ding to Aristotle’s f: tat t at Mo b

5“The king who utters oracles at Delphi neither speaks nor conceals but gives signs.”
(0 dvaé od 16 pavTeldy 0Tt TO €v Aehdois oliTe Aéyel olTe kplmTeL dAAG
onpaive, Heraclitus, fr. (Diels and Kranz) Bg3).
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fully closed. This explains why, when ancient philosophers attempt to
talk about ultimate forms of truth, they lapse into bewildering lan-
guage, departing from the conventions of philosophical discourse and
adopting religious or mythological language.

The ambiguity of ancient Greek philosophy is that in its quest for
lucidity and argumentation, it ends up verging on religion. Here I
understand religion as the non-rationalizable discourse and practices
to achieve a higher state of reality or ultimate form of knowledge.
Using codified language, carrying out purificatory or expurgatory rites
to overcome certain human limitations, explaining the world through
dynamic relations of supernatural forces — these are examples of such
discourse and practices. If philosophical truth requires a suprarational
approach and cannot be spelled out in ordinary language, it seems that
some other kind of effort — religious effort — is needed to overcome the
gap between the finitude of human knowledge and the absoluteness of
truth.

The tension between discursive or rational practices and religion
was not the manifestation of a certain zeitgeist or limited to a certain
time but has characterized Greek philosophical thought throughout
history.™ In their thinking and writing, Greek philosophers appear
continuously haunted by the intuition that ultimately, their appeal to
or knowledge of truth is rooted in something that escapes discursive
assessment. I want to give just a few representative examples.

As early as the sixth century BCE, the above-mentioned Heraclitus
compares God to a fire that “changes when it is combined with spices
and named according to the pleasure each person finds in it.” He
thinks concrete forms of truth are ever-shifting and that nothing can
ever be said about truth itself in a subject-independent way. Ultimately,
he finds truth in the dynamic principle of relation that determines

“In a paper on religion in ancient philosophy, Esteban Law makes the history of phi-
losophy begin with the quest for an “absolutes Prinzip” and attributes this quest to the
“philosophische Theologie” (Law, “Zur Tradition,” 106). He situates the beginning
of this quest in the sixth century BCE, as I do above.

50 Oeos nuépn edppdvn, xeqwwv Bépos, Toepos elpivn, Kdpos Ayuds. dAowo-
traw 8¢ Skwomep mop, omdTav cvpuyi) Ovduaow, dvoudlerar kad Hdovy
éxdorov. (Heraclitus, fr. DK B67)
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things with regard to their relation to other things, the principle he
calls logos. To describe the logos, he uses obscure and occasionally
poetic language. He intimates that it can be “named” (6voudlerar) in
various ways, according to the hypotheses one makes with respect to
what it is, but that these names depend as much on the hypothetical
choices one makes as on the logos itself.

While Plato relies on dialectical reasoning throughout his oeuvre,
he attributes the origin of that reasoning to the gods. In his dialogue
Philebos, he presents the gods as models of pure intellectual life — the
kind of life that humans should seek to imitate in their own realm.'®
Humans cannot realize this example to the full extent, however, be-
cause they are tied up with other conditions and existential limitations.
In his explanation of the divine origins of dialectic, German philoso-
pher Thomas Szlezak writes: “The mode of existence of the divine acts
on the dialogue as a kind of conceptual threshold, through which the
conditions that determine human existence can be more easily under-
stood.”” The gods are capable of contemplating the eternal forms of
things and thus live an accomplished life, in the shadow of which hu-
man life unfolds. Intellectual tools and labor are required to imitate
that which the gods possess by nature.

Plato’s dialogues abound in examples of how the limitations of hu-
man thought call for either an explanation transcending discursive or
natural categories or some other kind of intervention from the gods.
Diotima’s speech about the ascent to the divine in the Symposion (201d-
212b), mythological narrations such as the myth of Er (Politeia 614b-
621d) or the Timaeuss “probable myth” of cosmic creation (as Szlezak
translates 70v etkdTa uvbov, 29d),”® and allegories using mytholog-
ical images such as the soul chariot in the Phaedrus (245¢-248¢) blur
the boundaries between the rational and the mythological language of
religion. One of the most puzzling moments in Socrates’s life, as re-

lated by Plato, happens right before Socrates drinks from the cup of

16Plat. Phileb. 5526-8. See in particular Szlezik, Schrifilichkeit, in particular 198.

7“Die Seinsweise des Gottlichen spielt in den Dialog hinein als eine Art Grenzbegriff,
von dem aus die Bedingungen, unter denen der Mensch steht, verstindlicher werden.”
Szlezak, Schrifilichkeit, 198.

8Szlezik, Reading Plato, 74.
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hemlock: He reminds his friends that they should not forget to sacri-
fice a cock for Asclepius.” Socrates’s last injunction does not concern
philosophy but religious duty.

The testimonies and fragments of Plato’s successors suggest that
the first generations of philosophers in Plato’s Academy took these re-
ligious notes seriously. Speusippus engaged in a discussion around the
first principles in their relation to God as intellect, beginning the long
post-Platonic tradition of the theory of principles, which is insepa-
rable from Platonic theology.>® Xenocrates continued this tradition,
considering the first principle to be a “Father” reigning in heaven and
equating it with Zeus.* Both Speusippus and Xenocrates played a sem-
inal role in the solidification and development of the Platonic theory of
principles, and although we know little about their philosophy, certain
texts from Porphyry’s time suggest that their influence extended into
late antiquity.”* They contributed to making the association of the
theory of principles with religious categories such as God, creation,
and fatherhood a common practice among Platonic philosophers.

For another example of such an association from a Jewish context,
about two centuries later, when Jewish thinkers in Alexandria such as
Aristobulus and Philo began thinking about new ways to systematize
Jewish theology, they identified the God of the Hebrew Bible with
the first principle and presented biblical figures such as Moses — prop-
erly religious figures — as models of philosophical life.”> Philo was the
first thinker to see Moses, not only as a prophet who received teach-
ings from God, but also as a philosopher who knew truth in the very
way the Greeks had been seeking.** In Philo’s interpretation, Moses

19°Q Kplrawv, &pn, 7@ AokAnmd opeiloper alekTpvdva aAla dmddoTe kal
w1 duehjonte (Plat. Phaed. 11827-8).

20Speusippus’s ideas were brilliantly synthesized by Christian Vassalo on the basis of a
complex fragment, see Vassalo “Speusippus.”

*'See Xenocrates’s fragment 213 on the first and second principles, taken from Aetius,
in Isnardi Parente, Senocrate, 130-1, commented on by John Dillon, “Xenocrates,” 71.

22Philipp Merlan argues that Jamblichus could have known Speusippus’s theory of dif-
ferent types of substances, see Merlan, Platonism, 96.

230n the Platonic first principle in Philo, see Runia, “Plato’s Timaeus.”

24Philo develops this theory in his Life of Moses, where he describes Moses as some-
body who has “exhibits the doctrines of philosophy through his everyday works” (7a
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establishes a model of philosophical knowledge that does not depend
on discourse, dialectics, and reasoning, but rather on divine revelation
and contemplation of the invisible principles of the world that lead to
God.

With Philo and the first century CE begins a new chapter in the
history of ancient philosophy in general and Platonism in particular.
Based on Philo’s spadework, religious traditions such as Judaism and
Christianity began appropriating philosophical concepts even as Greek
philosophers started developing a certain resilience against this very
appropriation. From the second century on, Christianity developed its
first systematic outlines of its core beliefs, in works such as Origen’s On
Principles, while Greek philosophers such as Celsus started specifically
targeting those core systems. Since Neoplatonism, including in Por-
phyry’s Against the Christians, may be understood in part as a reaction
to that period of mingling and identity formation, I want to dedicate
a separate section to that period, from the second century up until
Porphyry’s time.

1.3 Philosophy and Religion in Middle

Platonism and Neoplatonism before
Porphyry

In the history of philosophy, the first and second centuries are partic-
ularly significant because they connected to the emergence of a move-
ment that historians of philosophy have come to call “Middle Platon-
ism.”» Middle Platonism is represented by philosophers such as, in
the first century, the above-mentioned Philo of Alexandria, and, in the
second century, Apuleius, Numenius, and the author of the Chaldean

P\ocopias ddyuata dua TV kal éxdorny Nuépav Epywy émedelkvuTo, Vit
Moy. 1 29.3-4 (ed. Cohn, Opera).

2’Middle Platonism, or Medioplatonism, derives its name from its position between
the earlier tradition of the Platonic Academy and the Neoplatonic tradition begin-
ning with Plotinus. For an overview of Medioplatonic thinkers and ideas see Ferrari,
“Metafisica,” and Bonazzi, Concise History.
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Oracles, believed to be Julian the Theurgist. In this period, the interac-
tions between various philosophical and religious traditions became
increasingly complex and led to the construction of both narrower
religious and philosophical identities and more specific categories to
describe the differences and commonalities between those identities,
such as daemons, theurgy, magic, and so forth. In this section, I want
to give some examples of those categories and retrace the philosophical
developments they spurred, up to those of Porphyry’s teacher Plotinus.

In his treatise On the God of Socrates (De deo socratis), Apuleius presents
the cosmos as a metaphysical construction without immanent bound-
aries, allowing humans and higher beings to communicate with one
another. A key element in this boundless cosmos are the so-called “dae-
mons” (Saiuwy), intermediary beings that serve as mediators between
gods and humans.*® One of the characteristics of daemons is that, in
contrast to gods, they are “personal” and closely connected to individual
humans —a characteristic of great importance in Porphyry’s thought, as
we shall see below. Apuleius writes at length about Socrates’s personal
daemon and gives advice on the relation one should maintain to one’s
own daemon. Tying philosophical lifestyle and daemonic influences
together, Apuleius shows that in second-century Middle Platonism,
the vocabularies and concepts of philosophy and religion had become
mutually permeable. For example, he describes the “impious masses”
as “uninitiated in philosophy, empty of devotion, deprived of true rea-
son, ignorant of religion,” which suggests he considered “devotion”
and “reason” completive rather than conflictive.”” Despite Apuleius’s
commitment to a hierarchical cosmology and theology, his vision of
the cosmos is strangely continuous, as if the boundaries between what
may be conceived as human and as divine were porous and allowed for
various types of interaction.

26The role of “daemons” in ancient literature and philosophy is notoriously difficult,
which is why I choose to restrict myself to mentioning their position between gods
and humans. The definitive account of daemons in the Platonic tradition is Andrei,
démonologie platonicienne. In the context of ancient philosophy, daemons are instances
of divine power associated with destiny and guidance, personal protection, and dispo-
sitions that are at the same time cosmic and human, like Eros. The notion of daemon
challenges the boundary between the divine and the human realm.

*7The mass of philosophiae ... imperitorum, which is vana sanctitudinis, priva verae rationis,

inops religionis, Apul. de deo soc. 3, 1 (ed. Jones, Apologia).
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In the extant fragments of Numenius, another important second-
century Middle Platonist, we can observe a similar move toward greater
continuity between philosophy and religion. Numenius begins his great
work On the Good by making it clear that his exposition of Platonic
metaphysics is coherent not only with Plato and Pythagoras, but also
with the dogma of religious traditions such as those of the Brahmins,
the Jews, and the Magi (possibly the ministers of Zoroaster).® Among
philosophers and religious figures endowed with special religious in-
sight and wisdom, Numenius highlights Moses, the Jewish author of
sacred scriptures.” Origen, the Christian philosopher, mentions that
Numenius related a story about Jesus as a religious leader.?® Numenius
clearly sees continuities between revelatory and philosophical knowl-
edge, and between the spheres of religion and philosophy. He under-
stands his metaphysics to be grounded in the authority of revelatory
sources rather than solely a product of reasoning.

The fact that these sources mostly belong to traditions outside of
Greek civilization and culture manifests a preoccupation that would
become, not only for later Platonic philosophers but also for modern-
day interpreters, one of the hallmarks of late ancient Neoplatonism:
the provenance of higher knowledge from “oriental” sources and rev-
elations. The French philosopher Pierre Hadot thinks that previous
generations of scholars tended to see this obsession “as a phase of deca-
dence in Greek civilization, which was supposedly bastardized by con-
tact with the Orient. There are many causes for this severe judgment.
First is the classical prejudice which fixes a priori an ideal model of
classical culture and decides that only Greece of the Presocratics, the
tragic poets, and perhaps Plato deserves to be studied.™’

Some of the greatest scholars of ancient philosophy, such as Edouard
des Places and Henri-Charles Puech,’* think that Numenius and the
Chaldean Oracles, a mysterious collection of oracles composed at the

#Bpayudves kai Tovdaiow kat Mdyot kal Alyvmrior 8iéfevro, Num. fr. 1 (ed. des
Places, Numénius, 42.8-9). On the Magi see Beatrice, Philosophy of the Few, 34-45.

29Num. fr. 9 (ed. des Places s1).

3°Num. fr. 10a (ed. des Places 52).

3'He makes this statement about the beginnings of orientalism in Hellenistic times,
Hadot, Ancient Philosophy, 92..

32des Places, Numenius, 8 and 21-3, referring, among others, to Puech, “Numénius
d’Apamée.”
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same time, played a pivotal role for the introduction of these oriental-
ist ideas in Greek philosophy. But what deserves particular attention
about this phenomenon is less the “bastardization” of Greek philoso-
phy through allegedly oriental ideas than the immanent ambivalence
of Greek philosophy that it brings to the surface. Greek orientalism,
as displayed by Numenius, does not testify to the influence of Jews,
Egyptians, and Magi on Greek philosophy so much as to Greek phi-
losophy’s growing desire to overcome its own rational framework — a
“yearning for revelation,” as Hans Lewy puts it, that made the Greeks
look toward a world beyond their own, both real and imagined, and
adopt a language they saw as reflective of divinely manifested, religious
truth.

This also holds true, to a certain extent, for the Chaldean Oracles, “a
collection of abstruse, hexameter verses” considered by later Neopla-
tonists to be “handed down by the gods’ (feomapdadora)”* and “as
authoritative revelatory literature equal in importance only to Plato’s
Timaeus.”* Porphyry refers to some of the Chaldean Oracles, in his Phi-
losophy from Oracles, as direct, accurate descriptions of the structures and
entities posited by Platonic metaphysics. For example, in his theologi-
cal hymn (23), Porphyry mirrors a passage from the Chaldean Oracles.3
Both texts employ typically Platonic ideas, such as a constellation of
principles, among which the superior principle appears as the “Father”
and the second as Intellect; the creation of the cosmos as a demiur-
gic act, corresponding to Plato’s Timaeus; and a metaphorical language
shaped by analogies of light, darkness, strength, and hierarchies. With
this mythological description of metaphysical ideas, combined with
the orientalist derivation of the Oracles from an alleged Chaldean ori-
gin, Neoplatonism explores the possibilities of Plato’s gestures at the
religious within the widened post-Hellenistic world.

In Plotinus, a third-century philosopher and perhaps the most im-
portant representative of the Neoplatonic tradition, we find the last
Platonic attempt to balance metaphysical and religious terminologies

3Lewy, Chaldaean Oracles, 8.
34Majercik, Chaldean Oracles, 1.
»¥Majercik, Chaldean Oracles, 2.
36See Lewy, Chaldaean Oracles, 9-12..
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and to maintain their intricacies and ambiguity without claiming that
one is superior or reducible to the other. Plotinus goes back and forth
between rigorous philosophical reasoning and mythological language
but never claims that a certain idea fully exhausts itself in either idiom.
He has a marked preference for conceptual and intellectual clarity,
but many elements of his philosophy manifest, as different scholars
have noted, a strong religious impetus and inspiration.”” One of the
most important and influential twentieth-century readings of Ploti-
nus comes from a group of German and Italian scholars known as the
Tiibingen-Milan School, which claims that Plotinus pursues a mysti-
cal goal in which metaphysics and religious yearning coincide.?

To take up just one of many examples, in his fifth Ennead, which
contains some of the key passages on the three “hypostases” or prin-
ciples — the highest hierarchy of Platonic metaphysics — he explains
the “One” and the “Intellect,” i.e., the two superior principles, using
concepts that oscillate between philosophical terminology and Greek
mythemes. The Intellect is comparable to Cronos, who, “as the mys-
teries and myths enigmatically proclaim,”® devoured his children after
they were born. The higher meaning of this mytheme is that the Intel-
lect’s procreation is kept from falling into “matter,” which Neoplaton-
ists traditionally consider a source of evil and corruption, and which is
represented, according to Plotinuss allegory, by Cronos’s wife Rhea.
Plotinus calls this philosophical appropriation of a myth “enigma”
(alveyua).

This passage raises the question: Does Plotinus here think of mythol-
ogy as something that needs to be explained rationally, like a rid-

37For example, when he talks about contemplation: Stréozyriski, Contemplation, in partic-
ular 12-3, where he posits a continuum of religious interpretations from René Arnou
to Emile Bréhier and other modern scholars.

38Plotinus is presented as a mystic by Beierwaltes, “Plotins philosophische Mystik.” He
pursues a similar aim in other works, for example Denken des Einen and Das wabre Selbst.
T also want to point to the works of his student Jens Halfwassen, Aufitieg zum Einen,
Plotin und der Neuplatonismus, and Auf den Spuren des Einen. Some of Halfwassen’s most
important works were recently translated into English by Carl S. O’Brien: Halfwassen,
Plotinus, Neoplatonism. I owe much of my reading of Plotinus’s philosophy and meta-
physics to Beierwaltes and Halfwassen.

¥ws Ta puoripia kat ot ublow ol wepl Bewv awirTovral, Enn. V 17.33.
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dle, or as a kind of discourse that refers to a different level of real-
ity, one unconstrained by rational requirements? The text seems to
leave the question open to interpretation. Unlike Xenophanes, Plotinus
does not call for a demythologization of philosophy. But unlike some
of his disciples, such as Iamblichus, he also does not want philoso-
phers to seek salvation in religious ceremonies, a position with which
Porphyry shows a strong sympathy. The ambiguity of Plotinus’s own
stance seems to remain irreducible. But while Plotinus showed much
restraint in maintaining this irreducibility, some of his disciples were
less careful.

Neoplatonism spans the period from Plotinus to the late sixth cen-
tury, after the theocratic emperor Justinian ordered the Platonic Acad-
emy to be dissolved in §29. I want to focus on the period after Ploti-
nus here, which begins with Porphyry and ends with Damascius, who
died around §38. This post-Plotinian period is marked by a renewal
of certain tendencies noted above in the context of Numenius and
the Chaldean Oracles: the combination of philosophical discourse with
religious revelation, a blurring of the lines between a philosophical
lifestyle — the bios ptilosoptikos*® — and religious practice, and the pro-
motion of a quest for the attainment of higher reality that depends not
on one’s own moral impulses, but on supernatural forces and events.
The return of these tendencies brought twentieth-century scholars to
lament, as Eric D. Dodds does in his The Greeks and the Irrational: “The
Return of the Irrational was ... pretty complete.”# But it is not the
“return of the irrational” that characterizes this period so much as the
fact that after Plotinus’s death in 270, that return gave rise to divisions
and antagonisms within the Platonic school. In fact, Greek philoso-
phy, in its continuous dialogue with mythology, divine inspiration, and
prophesying, had never been “pure” of non-rationalizable elements.

A concrete example will help demonstrate what’s at stake in these
divisions. The notion of “salvation” is, as Simmons argues, central to
Neoplatonism. From Plato to Plotinus, philosophers insist that the

4°The lifestyle publicly practiced by philosophers in ancient Greece, determined by dif-
ferent social, political, and economic norms. Peter Scholz outlines these norms in
“Bios philosophikos.”

“Dodds, Irrational, 253.
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soul must seek to detach itself from the body through intellectual exer-
cises such as contemplation if it wants to be liberated from the restric-
tions of finite existence. But in this new, post-Plotinian period of Neo-
platonism, the focus shifts from those intellectual exercises to more ex-
plicitly religious practices and what the Chaldean Oracles call “theurgy.”
To quote Dodds again, late ancient Neoplatonists insist “that the road
to salvation is found not in reason but in ritual.”#* To liberate the soul,
something other than philosophical reflection is needed.

One thinker who testifies to this shift is Proclus, a fifth-century
philosopher who was perhaps the last herald of the Platonic tradition.
Proclus is a systematic, rigorously logical thinker. In his Elements of The-
ology, for example, he reconstructs the genealogy of the principles of
reality in a meticulously deductive and rational way. He holds “reason”
and classical Platonic conceptual distinction (diairesis) in high esteem.
Christian thinkers such as Pseudo-Dionysius the Areopagite used Pro-
clus as a source for both ideas and logical framework, and Hegel drew
on Proclus’s dialectics to construct his own metaphysics, most notably
in the Science of Logic. Proclus’s systematic thinking has had a lasting
and almost uninterrupted influence on Western philosophy.

But Proclus also believes the realm in which philosophical think-
ing culminates — not only metaphysics, but also ethics and politics
— to be religious.# This religious element presents two aspects. One
concerns “words”#* and may be considered a part of philosophy itself:
namely, of what Aristotle calls “theological philosophy.”® This aspect
largely corresponds to what the Platonic tradition practiced through-
out ancient times, that is, a rational reflection on the divine nature
of first causes, the principles of reality, and the orderly nature of the
cosmos.*® The other aspect, whose presence becomes salient in post-

“Dodds, Irrational, 287.

4 Abbate, “Handlung und Wille,” 223.

44Van den Berg, “Theurgy,” 224.

“pu\ooopia Oeoloyukr), Met. 102618-9.

46] want to point in particular to Werner Beierwaltes’s groundbreaking work on Proclus
as a theologian and thinker of transcendence, see Proklos and Procliana. Beierwaltes
sees a continuity between metaphysics and religion, at a systematic level, and between
Plotinus, post-Plotinian Neoplatonism, medieval mysticism, and German idealism, at
a historical level. See furthermore: Halfwassen, “Proklo.”
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Plotinian Neoplatonism, concerns, not “words,” but a certain ritual
“enacting” or “doing” (épyaleofar). If insights into truth cannot be
gained through reflection and reasoning alone, it seems only natural
to engage with that truth in a different way — through ritual inter-
action. Neoplatonists followed the alleged author of the Chaldean Or-
acles, Julian the Theurgist, in calling this interaction “theurgy.” In
the Neoplatonist tradition from Porphyry to Proclus, theurgy is “any
rite” susceptible of “assist[ing] the mediation between man and god,”
including “prophecy and sacrifice.”® The goal of that ritual mediation
is to help the soul achieve salvation. Proclus is one of the philosophers
who, despite his logical rigor, attributes great importance to theurgy,*
asserting that traditional philosophical methodology does not stand by
itself and requires a complement.

This new focus on religious practice is not simply a result of philo-
sophical inquiry. Late antiquity was characterized by a proliferation
of religious and philosophical ideas, by the rise of Christianity, and
by the political and cultural destabilization of the Roman Empire.
Christianity in particular entered a phase of doctrinal consolidation
and demographic growth. The questions raised by Christianity, most
notably by its soteriology, scriptural hermeneutics, and moral aspects,
were a major concern for pagan philosophers from the second century
on. Although Christian thinkers such as Justin Martyr, Clement of
Alexandria, and Origen drew many of their ideas from pagan sources,
some of Christianity’s foundational ideas, such as incarnation and sal-
vation through faith, conflicted with Greek philosophy. In the face of
Christianity’s rise in popularity and the challenges it posed to pagan
philosophers, these philosophers, and Neoplatonists in particular, had
to revisit their own attitudes toward religion and religious practice.”®
While the rise of new religious forms in late antiquity certainly cannot

47See Stang, “Chaldean Oracles,” in particular 2-3. The term “theurgy” is not explicitly
used in the oracles.

#Smith, “Further Thoughts,” 300.

49Sheppard, “Proclus’ Attitude to Theurgy,” 219. Sheppard’s fine analysis of a key passage
in Proclus shows that it is not immediately evident what Proclus means by theurgy,
or what kind of activities he associates with the term.

5°On the tensions between Greek and Christian ideas at Porphyry’s time see in particular
Simmons, Universal Salvation, §2-91.
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be reduced to merely a reaction to the rise of Christianity, there can
be no doubt that the two traditions shaped each other in significant
ways.!

Bringing together these elements — the general tension between
philosophical theology and religious practice, the emergence of the
more specific tension between theology and theurgy in post-Plotinian
Neoplatonism, the Greek and pagan response to the rise of Christianity
— we arrive at a picture of what constituted Porphyry’s intellectual and
cultural context. Porphyry is, perhaps, the one philosopher in whose
thought the tensions of late antiquity manifest in the most palpable
and dramatic way: a student of Plotinus, a champion of the Greek
tradition against Christianity, a key participant in the debate around
theology and theurgy. He may be considered a mirror and a product
of his time.

1.4 Porphyry of Tyre

As with many other ancient philosophers, we know relatively little
about Porphyry’s life. Porphyry himself provides some details in the
biography he wrote about his teacher Plotinus. The Greek rhetorician
Eunapius of Sardis included a biography of Porphyry in his Lives of
Philosophers and Sophists (Blot pihooddwy kat copioTdv),5* but since
what Eunapius writes is largely based on Porphyry’s biography of Plot-
inus, we are ultimately left with little reliable information. However,
the two biographies do contain some noteworthy elements, which I
shall return to in my analysis of Porphyry’s philosophy.

Porphyry was born in Tyre, a coastal city in Lebanon. His proper
name is “Malchus” (MaAxos), which means “king” in his native tongue,
Aramaic, as he explains in his biography of Plotinus.”* As Simmons
shows in his book on Porphyry’s soteriology, Tyre’s historical context

5'See Dzielska, “The Religious Panorama.” Dzielska thinks that the distinctive trait of
late ancient pagan theology was that it tried to systematize a religion that had, before
the rise of Christianity, mostly consisted in a form of orthopraxy.

s*Giangrande (ed.), Vitae sophistarum.

3Porph. Vit. Plot. 17.6-10 (ed. Henry & Schwyzer, Plotini opera).
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has been unduly disregarded by previous generations of scholars.’* Tyre
was a culturally, linguistically, and religiously rich town where pagan,
Christian, Greek, and Asian influences came together — it was marked
by “a convergence of eastern and western cultures.”’ Simmons trusts
Joseph Bidez,% the trailblazer of Porphyry studies whose work has had
a lasting influence on scholarship throughout the twentieth century,
in affirming that Porphyry was “very knowledgeable of the Orient and
its culture, being well versed in the mysteries of Chaldea, Persia, and
Egypt.””

While Tyre adopted Greek culture and education from the third
century BCE on, as was the case for many other cities within the sphere
of Greek expansion, it did not undergo a cultural reset or reshaping.
Adopting cultural identities is not a process that necessarily suppresses
existing identity markers — it cannot be reconstructed, as Johnson puts
it, as a “narrative of clashing civilizations” or “monolithic cultural tri-
umphalism.”® The impact of Hellenism on Mediterranean, Middle
Eastern, and Anatolian cultures must rather be understood as a pro-
cess of dialectical self-articulation in which local cultures interacted
with the rising Greek culture without being absorbed by it. Based on
the work of Ted Kaizer, Simmons uses the terms “foreign” and “in-
digenous” to discuss the Greek and local cultural forces in Tyre.” In-
terestingly though, Kaizer’s own point is not that these elements could
be accurately conceptualized this way, but that the notions of “foreign”
and “indigenous” are inherently problematic. In fact, what is seen as
“foreign” may have a foreign origin but play an immanent — or “intrin-
sic,” as Kaizer says — role in its new cultural context. Foreign elements
become part of the cultural environment into which they are trans-
ferred. They lose their properly “foreign” status, Kaizer argues.

Although Kaizer does not make this point with regard to philoso-
phy, the cultural dialectic he describes can profitably be used to elu-

54Simmons, Universal Salvation, 1-19.

55Simmons, Universal Salvation, §.

5Bidez, Vie de Porphyre.

57Simmons, Universal Salvation, 4.

58Johnson, Religion and Identity, 2.

$9Simmons, Universal Salvation, 6. The paper is Kaizer, “Religious Identities,” 6.

20



1.4 Porphyry of Tyre

cidate the context of late ancient Neoplatonism within which Por-
phyry constructed his philosophy. To previous generations of scholars,
it seemed natural to assume that the resurgence of religious practice —
in the form of theurgy — could only be the result of non-Greek “Asian”
or “Oriental” influences. Religious rites performed for the salvation of
the soul seemed incompatible with the Greek ideal of education and
contemplation, those scholars thought. But such assumptions do not
withstand historical and textual criticism. The influences that late an-
cient philosophers considered non-Greek were already shaped by their
culture and expectations. To come back to an example discussed in the
previous section, the Chaldean Oracles testify less to Chaldean influences
than to the Greeks’ own religious aspirations. Similarly, Porphyry’s al-
lusions to Egyptian and Hebrew wisdom are so closely molded by his
ambition to accentuate the religious nature of Platonism that it is al-
most impossible to distinguish the genuine part played by non-Greek
influences. In the context of late ancient Neoplatonism, the categories
of the “foreign” and the “indigenous” lose their footing.

Porphyry received his early education in Athens, where his teacher
was Longinus, a Greek rhetorician praised for his erudition and fa-
mously called by Eunapius a “living library and walking museum”®°
versed in “every kind of philosophy.” Some of Porphyry’s comments
suggest that Longinus might have been something of a philosophical
misfit: Porphyry relates that he was one of Plotinus’s most promi-
nent critics and known for “having refuted virtually everything others
have said.”®* In another passage, Porphyry quotes Plotinus as saying
that Longinus was a “philologist, but by no means a philosopher”®
— a statement whose implications will be readily grasped by philoso-
phers, who, even in ancient times, seemed to face condescending looks
from philologists. Irmgard Minnlein-Robert calls for caution with this
cliché, suggesting that the history of philosophy has treated Longi-
nus unfairly. In reality, “the extant fragments and testimonies show

BBy Tis v Euihvyos kal mepumaTody povoeiov, Eunap. Vit. soph. IV 1.3.

S hidocodias ye wav €idos, Eunap. Vir. soph. IV 1.

027 7OV dAwv oxedov mdvta T kall avTov diehéyéavtos, Porph. Vit Plot.
20.1.

Bpidhoyos pév ... 6 Aoyyivos, dihdoodos ¢ 00dauds, Porph. Vit. Plor. 14.19-20.
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beyond any doubt that Longinus was a Platonist philosopher.”®* But
even if Longinus was a philosopher — and on top of that, a Platonist —
Porphyry seems to have turned his back on him when he left Athens,
which suggests that Longinus should not be regarded as a decisive and
formative influence on Porphyry’s later work.5s

In 263, Porphyry travelled from Athens to Rome, where he became a
student of Plotinus. Plotinus shaped Porphyry’s philosophy in a deter-
minative way, as we shall see below in the analysis of the two philoso-
phers’ metaphysics. According to his biography of Plotinus, particu-
larly in the chapters on Plotinus’s writing (ch. 9) and conferences (ch.
13), Porphyry’s initial impression of Plotinus was not as enthusiastic as
one might expect. Porphyry presents his teacher as an erratic speaker
and as a philosopher who likes to think but cares little for style or ar-
guments. He praises Plotinus’s speculative genius and highlights how
enthusiastic he was about concepts and ideas, but also notes that he was
less interested in bringing these concepts and ideas into a shape that
would allow others to grasp them. Accordingly, he explains his own
role as that of an archivist and scribe, helping his teacher materialize
and organize his thoughts.

The tense dichotomy between the competing influences of phi-
losophy and religion in Neoplatonism that we have been discussing
permeates Porphyry’s description of his discipleship to Plotinus. He
praises the way that Plotinus seems to be a pure organ of his intellect
— “when he was speaking his intellect visibly illuminated his face”®® —
and spends the whole of chapter 10 narrating the visit of an Egyptian
priest who, upon summoning a divinity, obtained the confirmation
that Plotinus has a special gift, “something more than is accorded to
other men.”®” By suggesting that these two aspects belong together

64Minnlein-Robert, Longin, 61: “Aus den erhaltenen Fragmenten und Testimonien geht
eindeutig hervor, daff Longin platonischer Philosoph war.”

%Minnlein-Robert details Longinus’s disappointment in Porphyry, Longin, 9o-1. It

seems that Porphyry’s ideas underwent a deep transformation when he became Plot-

inus’s student.

70D voi dypt ToD TPoodmov avTod TO pdds €mAdumovTos, Porph. Vit. Plot.
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1.4 Porphyry of Tyre

and complement each other, Porphyry offers a typical example of how
late ancient Neoplatonic philosophers attempted to justify and redefine
their own tradition. Neoplatonism is an intellectualist tradition that
remains anchored in Plato’s dialectical method and in the conviction
that the realm of the intellect is more real than the world of ordinary
experience. But intellectuality isn’t self-sufficient or self-contained as a
source of justification or in comparison to religious sources. Porphyry
wants intellectuality to be divinely supported and confirmed, or at least,
to not solely depend on brilliance or argumentative soundness.

The last stage of Porphyry’s biography that I want to highlight is
the period beginning with his return to Rome around 282. When he
had started to show signs of mental fatigue and distress — possibly
the most infamous episode in his life — Plotinus recommended that
he travel abroad. Porphyry went to Sicily and possibly wrote,®® among
others, his famous tractate Against the Christians there. Upon his return
to Rome he became a teacher, engaged in commentarial work on Plato
and Aristotle, and completed the task to which he had dedicated a
large portion of his life: compiling Plotinus’s philosophical treatises,
the Enneads. Most importantly, it is during this period that Porphyry
taught Tamblichus,% a philosopher who would become not only one
of the key representatives of late ancient Neoplatonism, but also Por-
phyry’s rival in the debate around the path leading to knowledge of
ultimate reality: that is, around philosophy and religion, theology and
theurgy.

As we shall see below, especially in Porphyry’s texts presented in this
volume, Iamblichus promoted a particular brand of Neoplatonism. He
thought of theurgy not only as a complement to philosophical thinking
but also as the one path to ultimate reality. To the question of whether
it is “thinking” that “creates a connection with the gods,””® Iamblichus
gives a clear and unmistakable response: “the completion of unspeak-

%A note in Eusebius’s Church History (VI, 19, 2) may be interpreted as affirming that
Porphyry wrote this tractate in Sicily. This interpretation has been challenged (but
not refuted) in recent times: Morlet, “La datation.”

9 Eunapius reports that Iamblichus first followed Anatolius and then Porphyry, see Vit.
soph. §, 1, 2..

7°7) évvowa ovvdmTer Tols Oeots, lambl. de myst. 11 11 (ed. Saffrey & Segonds 72.1).
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able rites transcending all thought, carried out in a way befitting the
gods, and the power of secret symbols conceived by the gods realize the
theurgical union.””" That is, theurgical practice rather than thinking
enables union with the divine. Iamblichus is convinced that no intel-
lectual act (vdnois) can ever substitute for divine agency and that such
agency can be solicited only through theurgy. With this vision of Neo-
platonism, Iamblichus rises above the ambiguity that Plotinus had left
unresolved and positions himself against his teacher Porphyry, whose
attitude toward theurgy is more complex, as exemplified in the Letter
to Anebo and the Philosophy from Oracles. Paradoxically, both Porphyry
and Tamblichus understood their respective standpoints as continua-
tions of the Platonic tradition and laid claim, in their respective ways
to the “unspeakable union” (dppn7Tos €vwots, de myst. V 26.15) with
divine reality. Their visions of this union differ, but it is important that
they both thought of their philosophy as coherent with the tradition
they inherited.

Because our only source on how the relationship between Porphyry
and Tamblichus evolved over time is Eunapius’s Lives of Philosophers and
Sophists, it is almost impossible to determine the content of Porphyry’s
original teaching, how Iamblichus’s thought took shape in response,
and the moment the philosophers parted ways. Eunapius relates that
when the rupture with Porphyry became inevitable, ITamblichus moved
to Syria. We may thus assume that the Lezter to Anebo, which testifies to
the dispute between the two, belongs to the period either just before
or just after Jamblichus’s departure.

As in the case of many other ancient philosophers, much of what
Porphyry has written is lost. The texts translated in the present vol-
ume, the Philosophy from Oracles and the Letter to Anebo, are extant only in
fragments. The same goes for other important texts, including Against
the Christians, the History of Philosophy and the Commentary on Aristotle’s
Categories. We have complete Greek texts of Porphyry’s defense of veg-
etarianism, On Abstinence from Eating Animals; his Letter to Marcella, his

79 Tav Epywy TGV dppiTwy kal Vrrep macav vénow Jeompemds évepyoupévav
Teleatovpyla 1] T€ TV voovpévwy Tols Beols pdvov oupBorwy apléyrkTwy du-
vaus vtiinot Ty feovpyuay Evawow, Tambl. de myst. 11 11 (ed. Saffrey & Segonds
72.5-8).
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1.4 Porphyry of Tyre

wife; his most influential work, a handbook of Aristotelian logic titled
Isagoge; a Commentary on Ptolemy’s Harmonic; and some minor works,
such as the treatise Ad Gaurum, which considers embryos” endowment
with souls. The largest part of Porphyry’s main and systematic works,
such as his commentaries on Aristotle and Plato and the treatise On
the First Principles that Proclus mentions in his Platonic Theology,”* are
completely lost, which makes it difficult to reconstruct the fundamen-
tals of his metaphysics, the only clue by which his philosophy of re-
ligion could be judged. To know those fundamentals, we are left only
with Porphyry’s Sentences, a difficult and dense work that seems to re-
capitulate Plotinus’s metaphysics.”? Without a complete image of how
Porphyry thought of ultimate reality, of the various ontological levels
that structure reality, and of the constitution of the human soul and
intellect, any attempt to approach the Letter to Anebo and the Philosophy
from Oracles can proceed only through speculation.

To set up the analysis of these texts, I want to begin with an excursus
on the fundamentals of Plotinus’s metaphysics, show how Porphyry’s
extant writings draw on that metaphysics, and highlight some ideas in
these writings that are characteristic of Porphyry’s own metaphysics.

7Tlopgipios 8¢ ad pera TovTov év 73 lepl dpydv mpayuarteia, Procl. Theol.
Plat. 1 515 (eds. Saffrey & Westerink, Théologie platonicienne).

73 Another important theoretical work is the text discovered in a Syriac translation and
published by Yury Arzhanov, On Principles and Matter. This text contains a survey of
ancient theories of matter and principles, a series of philosophical definitions (ch.
29-67), and an interpretation of Plato’s dialogue Timaeus. Arzhanov speculates that
the text could be the same as the treatise On (the First) Principles to which Proclus
refers. Similarly to the Sentences, some parts of the text are derived from Plotinus,
for example the theorems on first matter (73). While this discovery will play a key
role in the assessment of Porphyry’s metaphysics, I propose to focus on the Sentences
instead, firstly, because they can be more easily connected to Plotinus’s metaphysics
without giving rise to the problems of Syriac translation, and secondly, because the
Sentences are more directly concerned with the human body and the question of sal-
vation. However, Arzhanov’s discovery will inevitably require scholars to reassess the
relationship between Porphyry and other late ancient philosophers, in particular his
teacher Longinus.
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1.5 The Fundamentals of Neoplatonic
Metaphysics

While the Platonic tradition may be seen as one of the most important
philosophical movements of all times, it is paradoxically also infamously
difficult to understand, as Richard T. Wallis notes.” Indeed, although
a major part of the philosophical vocabulary used by Western philoso-
phers from ancient to contemporary times — reason, intellect, nature,
mind, and so forth — is derived from Plato or Platonic philosophers,
approaching Neoplatonic metaphysics can be disconcerting for con-
temporary readers. Porphyry laments in his biography of Plotinus that
his teacher was more concerned with ideas than with stating those
ideas clearly. For contemporary readers, the challenge is similar and
even more acute. The complexity and abstraction of Neoplatonism of-
ten obscure any direct answers to existential questions. Neoplatonic
metaphysics seems to testify to a way of thinking completely differ-
ent from ours. Wallis identifies the difficulty of the texts as well as
the absence of popular literature as possible causes of this problem but
optimistically affirms that the “cultural influence” Neoplatonism un-
doubtedly has “entitles it to very serious study,”” which will, at some
point in the future, remedy its lack of intelligibility.

But I would argue that there are more profound reasons for the dif-
ficulties with Neoplatonism — reasons that have more to do with its
core metaphysical claims than with its language. As we shall see in the
case of Plotinus, Neoplatonists are skeptical about the reality of the
visible world and consider the invisible world of intellectual beings to
be more real. The development of philosophy and other domains of
knowledge — natural science, history, ethnology, etc. — has brought
about many challenges for such metaphysical claims, which seem to
be incompatible with modern science and with the fact that other cul-
tures speak differently about reality. These claims are further obscured
by the fact that philosophy has come to assume a different function in
the modern world than it had in ancient times. It would perhaps be

74This paradox was identified by Wallis, Neoplatonism, ix.
75Wallis, Neoplatonism, 177.
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1.5 The Fundamentals of Neoplatonic Metaphysics

counterproductive and even suspect to continue promoting metaphys-
ical claims about what reality really is when the world has changed so
profoundly.

It is this skepticism about the perseverance of premodern metaphys-
ical claims that brought modern philosophers such as Kant, Nietzsche,
and Heidegger to proclaim that traditional metaphysics has been or
should be “overcome.” The Platonic understanding of the world as
an ontological construction of realms was deemed incompatible with
modern assumptions based on science and empirical methodologies,
which contributes to the perspective that Neoplatonic metaphysics is
an exotic relic of premodern times. In that sense, and despite hav-
ing had a determinative role in the course of philosophy in the West,
as Wallis notes, the Platonic way of philosophizing has, as Thomas
Aquinas observed more than 700 years ago, “fallen out of use among
moderns.””®

Explaining the metaphysics of Platonism to a contemporary audi-
ence thus constitutes a tour de force. The notions with which Platon-
ism operates sound familiar, but their meanings are not. This is es-
pecially true of Neoplatonism in its Plotinian shape. Plotinus was one
of the first to synthesize Aristotelian philosophy of the mind and Pla-
tonic metaphysics. This synthesis lies at the root of several historical
philosophies, such as medieval scholasticism and Hegelian idealism.
However, Plotinus’s use of those notions contrasts strongly with their
use in contemporary philosophy. In my reconstruction of Plotinus’s
philosophy below, I will highlight this contrast whenever there is a
risk of misinterpretation or misunderstanding.

To understand the chief interests Neoplatonists pursue in their writ-
ings, it can be helpful to consider how Aristotle — a main sources of
the Neoplatonists — conceptualizes metaphysics in general. According
to Aristotle, metaphysics “should contemplate the first principles and
causes,”” “because it is through these and from these that the other
things are known.”” Investigating first principles is like investigat-

76 apud modernos est inconsuetus, Thomas Aquinas, Div. nom., prooemium.

778€t yap TavTYY TAOV TPATWY ApXdV Kal almiv evar DewpnTuaiy, Aristot.
Met. 982bg-10.

B3ud yap TadTa kal ék TouTwy TdAAa yvwpileTal, Aristot. Met. 982b2-3.
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ing the most fundamental elements of reality, and it is only through
them that one can understand how the subsequent elements of reality
come together. Several philosophers, including Porphyry and Damas-
cius, wrote treatises on the question of the “first principles” (mpdTat
apxad).

However, it is important not to misunderstand the notion of “prin-
ciples” (apxat). Unlike in natural or empirical sciences, a Platonic
principle is not simply a law or rule that has been observed in a regular
and verifiable manner, and that one may thus assume to naturally ap-
ply to a certain category of things. According to Aristotle, a principle
can be anything constitutive of, or fundamental to another thing: “It
is common to all principles that they are the first thing from which
something exists, or arises, or is known,””® he writes. So substance
(ovotia) itself can be a principle, insofar as anything that exists, does so
by virtue of being constituted by substance. The same goes for nature
(¢pvots) and other such realities. Hence, a principle does not simply
describe some kind of constantly observed fact or event, or a “law” un-
dergirding that event. Rather, it is a specific reality that has a causal
or constitutive power over another reality, much as — to use Aristotle’s
own examples in Metaphysics 1013a — the heart or brain as the principle
of animal life.

Similarly to how the heart and brain are constitutive of an animal
because they ground and maintain the whole organism, Neoplaton-
ists think reality as such is grounded and constituted by principles.
Plotinus is an important example here, not only because he was Por-
phyry’s teacher, but also because his exposition of the principles can
be considered the definitive form of Neoplatonist metaphysics, i.e., the
system in which Middle Platonism culminated and which set a point
of reference for later Neoplatonism. With Plotinus we may first ask:
Fundamentally, what do things need to be to maintain themselves in
existence? They need to be, in a primordial and most general sense,
this or that specific thing, existing as a substantial unity, distinct from
other things. The first principle can only be a principle that allows

Tac®dy pév odv Kowov TAY dpx@v TO mpdTov elvar 80ev 1) EoTw 3 ylyveTal
1) yryvddokeral, Aristot. Met. 1013a17-19.
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1.5 The Fundamentals of Neoplatonic Metaphysics

things to exist in the most general sense. According to Plotinus, this
principle is the “One” (70 €v). Since having an identity as this or that
thing is even more general than “being” as such — for “being” itself is,
in a way, a “thing” with a distinct identity, i.e., “being” — the “One”
is so fundamental that it is “beyond being™° itself. The “One” is the
ultimate principle because it is foundational for all things that could
possibly exist. It is impossible to even think that anything exists with-
out implying that that thing is grounded in the One.®

However, when we affirm that something has a certain “identity,”
“nature,” or “essence” — or whatever term we may use to characterize
a thing — we are not exactly talking about an individual thing, but
we are instead looking at that thing through the lens of a general
characteristic that it shares with many other things. Any statement,
representation, or reference to any specific thing is a reference to an
“idea” or form that applies not only to that specific thing but that
relates it to an existential model. When we say: “This thing is x,” we
subsume that thing in a general model that determines the existence
of other things, relating its individual existence to a form from which
that existence is derived. Not only that: These forms are not isolated
constructions but subsist within a realm of relations; they are related
to one another. The element in which they are interconnected and
subsist as realities is the element of “ideality” — and this is what Plotinus
understands as the second principle, the Intellect (vots). The Intellect
is the unity of all ideas or forms. And since everything that exists does
so either as an idea or as a specification of an idea, reaching down
all the way to matter, the Intellect must be seen as identical with all
existence. As Plotinus puts it, “the Intellect is everything.”®* In its
quality of being a principle of all existence, the Intellect is an image of
the One and follows from it.* But since the ideas that constitute the
Intellect exist, the Intellect does not reach beyond being. Rather, it is
being, or, as Plotinus says, in a manner reminiscent of the pre-Socratic

$oémérewa 8vtos, Plot. Enn. V110.2.

81For the reconstruction of the first principle, see in particular Gerson, Plotinus, 3-15.
826 8¢ vovs mdvTa, Plot. Enn. V1 4.21.
B Eixdva d¢ éxelvov Aéyouev elvar Tov vodv, Plot. Enn. V17.2
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philosopher Parmenides: “Being and thinking are the same.”* Hence,
the Intellect has its place underneath the One, which transcends being.

The world does not simply consist of ideas, though. The corporeal
world is made up of individual things, whose shape depends on the
ideas in the Intellect, but whose singularity comes from their embed-
dedness in matter. The two elements explaining this process of ideal
embedding are the “Soul” (ux1) — which is the third principle — and
Nature. The Soul is the principle of life. Anything that lives does so
on the basis of the Soul as principle, similarly to how anything that
exists as this or that specific thing does so on the basis of the One.
According to Plotinus, the Soul is constituted of two parts or aspects
(Enn. 111 8 5): One part is always contemplating the ideas of the Intel-
lect, turned upwards; the other part translates that contemplation into
a generative principle that determines and shapes nature. Plotinus calls
this second part “Reason” (Adyos, Enn. III 8 3). In Nature, ideas and
matter come together and become a living cycle of creation, causation,
and mutual influence. Soul, as the third principle, is the guiding and
creative element governing Nature.

One of the most interesting aspects of Plotinus’s metaphysics is that
he sees these three principles as connected by “contemplation” (fe-
wpla), as he explains in the eighth book of his third Ennead. While
this aspect is certainly one of the most original and remarkable fea-
tures of his philosophy, it is also notoriously difficult to understand.
In Plotinus’s system, contemplation may be situated at the level of the
relationship between an intellectual act and its object, or between in-
tentionality and content. Since the Intellect is not just an organ of
the human mind but a cosmic principle, contemplation is not simply
a mental activity taking place in the human mind, either. Rather, it
must be seen as a fundamental ontological and cosmic dynamic that
affects the very way the world is structured. The Intellect contemplates
its own unity as an image of the One; the Soul contemplates the ideas
of the Intellect; Nature contemplates the Soul’s creative principles. At
each step, contemplation allows the lower principle to become active
and yield a certain product based on the content of its contemplation

S47ad70v 70 €lvar kal 7O voeiv, Plot. Enn. 111 8 8.9.
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1.5 The Fundamentals of Neoplatonic Metaphysics

of the higher principle. The whole system of principles, Nature, and
the world, thus constitutes a system of “contemplative derivation™ in
which reality is constituted by a flow of intellectual activity, descend-
ing from the Intellect’s contemplation of the One, and returning from
the living world to the One.

Plotinus’s theory of principles and contemplation offers a striking
example for the difficulties facing contemporary readers of Neopla-
tonic texts. Neoplatonic terms like “intellect” and “reason” sound fa-
miliar, but their meaning in Neoplatonic language is almost contrary
to their common use today. In Neoplatonism, “intellect” and “reason”
are not simply faculties of the mind or elements of human nature.
Rather, they possess such a degree of reality that the world we assume
to be real must be thought of as deriving from them. When Plotinus
describes contemplation and the ideas contained in the Intellect, he is
not retracing the functioning of our mind but the very structure of
reality.

Building on this theory of principles, Neoplatonic anthropology
considers intellect — with a lowercase “i,” to designate the human in-
tellect — to be the essence of the human being. The intellect is the
organ that allows a person to ascend from the lower, material realm
of reality to the higher realm of ideality. Neoplatonism may be called
“intellectualist™® in the sense that it postulates that human life can
come to fruition or attain its full realization only if it conforms to the
contemplative activity of the intellect. But this positive vision of the
intellect entails a negative consequence for the body: If the intellect is
most real, the body must lack reality to the same degree, so that its sole
function is to serve as a tool or support for the intellect. And in fact,
Plotinus and other Neoplatonists explicitly assume this consequence.
Take for example Plotinus’s comments on how the soul “creates” a body
for itself and mistakenly places its own substance in that body: “Desir-
ing itself, the soul creates an image of itself that doesn’t really exist, and
thus steps on emptiness and loses its determination. And the image is
formless and completely obscure, for it is without reason, without any

80’Meara, Plotinus, 76.
861 take the term from Griffin, “Aristotelian Dialectic,” 176.
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thought, fallen away from being.”” He represents the body as a dimin-
ished image of the soul. The body and the material world in general are
derived from the One and thus participate in its perfection, and in this
sense, Plotinus’s philosophy must be distinguished from philosophies
that present the body as inherently evil, such as the versions of Gnos-
ticism that he describes in texts such as Enn. II 9. But the body has no
autonomy and is capable of no positive output, since that which it is
constituted of — matter — has no inherent reality or productive power.

Plotinus’s emphasis on the role of the intellect closely shapes his
vision of philosophical practice. The Neoplatonic imperative of con-
templation calls the philosopher not to embrace the natural world, but
to seek to distinguish the intellectual paradigms by which it is deter-
mined. The natural world has nothing to say on its own and must,
if it is to reveal its immanent truth, be stripped of its materiality and
embodiedness: “Not only the body circumscribing it [sc. the soul] and
the body’s sea-swell must hush, but everything that surrounds it. The
earth must hush, the sea, the air, the great sky — they must hush.”®
Just below this passage, Plotinus compares the material world to a
“dark cloud,” a “dead body,”° a “shadow of matter,”" that “which
the gods abhor™* and which can be illuminated only through the light
of the soul. In contemplation, every visible or perceptible aspect of the
world must be sublated,? and it is only in this “silence” of the world
that actual reality can be grasped.
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93Sublated through what Strézynski calls, in his explanation of the metaphor of
Lynceus’s ability to see through matter, the “contemplative ability to see the Forms
through their images” (Contemplation, 308).
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Contemplation reverses the process through which the individual
soul assumes a body. However, Plotinian Neoplatonism and later Neo-
platonism notably differ on the details of this process. Plotinus has a
positive vision of this reversal, insofar as he does not see any barri-
ers between the individual soul, the Intellect, and the One. He states
that “there is nothing in between [the One and the Intellect], as there
is nothing between the Soul and the Intellect.”9* Plotinus’s anthro-
pology is optimistic: It does not posit any intermediaries or bound-
aries between the effort to ascend to the One and the One itself. The
One is immediately present to our intellectual constitution and epis-
temic faculties. “Through something within us of this sort, we are
fixed on [God], we coexist with him and are attached to him — for as
we tend there, we find ourselves founded [on him],” Plotinus cryp-
tically writes. Human life is contingent on divine life and there is no
“between” the two. This vision differs from later Neoplatonism. With
Tamblichus, Proclus, and other supporters of theurgy, Plotinus’s resis-
tance against intermediate levels and mediation between the One and
the individual soul is ultimately abandoned. Iamblichus, for example,
thinks that “intermediate”® beings are necessary to fill the gap be-
tween lower and higher classes. Proclus stresses that one must strive
to achieve “knowledge of all the orders of gods,”” and not just some
vague intuition of the One. On this point, there is a strong contrast
between Plotinus’s Neoplatonism and post-Plotinian Neoplatonism.

The paradoxical simultaneity of the One’s ineffable nature and of
its proximity to the soul is a final point of interest in Plotinus. This
paradox lies at the root of Plotinus’s oscillation between philosophi-
cal language, which serves to describe the One’s transcendence and to
clarify its metaphysical function, and religious or mystical language,
which connects the transcendence of the one to certain essential traits

94uerafV ovdév, ws 0vde Yuxijs kal vod, Plot. Enn. V 1 6.49.
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96Tamblichus elaborates on “the intermediate classes” of beings in de myst. 1, 6 (P 19.6-
20.14=S 14.14-15.2.1).

71 yvédois TV elwv Tdfewv maocdv, Procl. in Tim. 211.9 (ed. Diehl, in Platonis
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33



1 Introduction

or dispositions of the soul. In pursuing these two perspectives, Plot-
inus’s writing presents an undeniable richness and depth, but it also
often appears faltering or hesitant. On the one hand, Plotinus com-
mits to philosophical clarity and conceptual rigor. On the other hand,
he seems to be aware that clarity is possible only as long as one does
not attempt to justify the ultimate conditions of that rigor. For exam-
ple, in one paragraph he makes rigorous arguments for the necessity of
relating the natural world to the One, while in the next, he describes
the One as a certain divinity or mythological entity. He leaves his read-
ers to determine which of the linguistic registers — philosophy or the
mythological language of religion — should be given priority.

Take, for example, the early treatise Enn. VI 9, in which Plotinus
offers an overview of his theory of principles. The work ends with a
long, literary excursus on the ascent to the One, using religious terms.
Plotinus begins the treatise by justifying why certain things should
“not be divulged to those not initiated in the mysteries.”?® The “wise
priest”? alone can enter the temple and achieve “the true vision of
the sanctuary.”® The priest knows that images and statues can only
be appreciated as tentative means to ascend to higher contemplation.
He transcends these means and achieves the paradoxical vision of the
invisible. Plotinus thus concludes his corpus on a deeply religious note:
that of a practitioner who, having abandoned everything visible, makes
his way in solitude to approach the One — the “escape of the solitary
to the solitary.”®"

Despite the austere and simple beauty of this text, Plotinus’s stance
remains ambiguous. The One is at the same time close to the human
soul and utterly transcendent; its subsistence is philosophically evident,
but that evidence reaches only to a certain point; human beings are ca-
pable of penetrating into the sanctuary of reality but to do so, they
must leave behind some of the constitutive elements of its existence —
the body, the souls desire for embodiment, the yearning for belonging
with nature. These tensions pervade Plotinus’s work, and his reserva-

Bun éxpépew eis wy pepvnuévous, Plot. Enn. VI g 1.2.
900005 ... lepevs, Plot. Enn. VI g 11.28.
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1.5 The Fundamentals of Neoplatonic Metaphysics

tions against resolving them possibly explain part of the attraction his
thought has exerted over generations of philosophers.

The Enneads final treatise and its emphasis on the necessity of initia-
tory experience offer a useful starting point for approaching Porphyry’s
post-Plotinian Neoplatonism. Porphyry’s extant writings are essentially
concerned with questions of religion (Letter to Anebo, Philosophy from
Oracles, Against the Christians),"> hermeneutics (Homeric Questions, Caves
of the Nymphs),'*> logic (Isagoge)'** and philosophical ethics (On Absti-
nence, Letter to Marcella).** He is also interested in the relation between
reflection on higher reality through philosophical theology and cere-
monial interaction with the gods through theurgy. But in exploring
this relation, he departs from Plotinus’s paradigm. In fact, Porphyry is
one of the first Neoplatonic philosophers to suggest there is a way to
systematize theology and theurgy into a unified framework, either by
prioritizing one of the two, or by allocating them to different “paths”
corresponding to different intellectual constitutions and different types
of people.

Porphyry’s metaphysical system is, as far as we can judge from his
extant writings, structurally and conceptually similar to Plotinus’s.*®
The first principles are the One and the Intellect. Like Plotinus, Por-
phyry thinks that the Intellect is the principle of identity that makes
it possible for things to exist according to certain paradigmatic forms.
But “the Intellect is many things, and before the many, there must be
the One.”” The Intellect “thinks the thoughts not as being one, but

°2The most recent edition is Becker (ed.), Porphyrios.

°3Schlunk (ed.), Homeric Questions, Dorandi (ed.), L'Antre des nymphes.

‘°4Barnes, Porphyry.

5 Bouffartigue, Patillon, Segonds & Brisson (eds.), De labstinence; des Places, Vie de
Pythagore.

1°60ne of the most comprehensive overviews of Porphyry’s metaphysics can be found in
Marie Goulet-Cazé’s introduction to the newest edition of the Sentences, “Le systéme
philosophique.” Below, I follow Goulet-Cazé’s accent on the distinction between the
material and the intellectual world in the Sentences: “Le principe fondamental que suit
Porphyre, énoncé dés la premiére sentence, est celui d’'une distinction trés nette entre
le monde incorporel et le monde corporel.” (31) This accent is not representative for all
of Porphyry’s writing but useful to compare the fundamental structures of Porphyry’s
system to those in Plotinus.

17770AAQ ... €0TW 6 vols mpo B¢ TV TOAWY avdyky elvar 16 €v, Porph. Sent.
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as [being] many, and not as being different from itself.”"®® Hence, the
principle of the Intellect’s unity does not lie in itself. It must be sought
in that which by itself is a unity, the One.

Since “the Intellect is an indivisible substance”™? it cannot be con-
nected or attributed to material things. To function as the formal prin-
ciple of material things, the Intellect requires an intermediary principle
capable of relating incorporeal forms to the corporeal world. This is
the function of the third principle, the Soul: “The Soul is the interme-
diary between the indivisible and the divisible substance surrounding
bodies.”"® Here it is important to observe Porphyry’s terms exactly.
Porphyry is, as we shall see below, particularly concerned with bod-
ies and their — predominantly negative — relation to ultimate reality.
When Porphyry speaks of the “divisible substance” the Soul imparts to
bodies, he does not place that substance “in” but “around” the bodies
(mept Ta owpara). In fact, Porphyry explicitly states that incorporeal
substance “does not mingle with bodies™ and that the only way for
that substance to determine bodies is by instilling “tendencies” within
them. “The tendency,” then, “establishes a secondary power connected
to the bodies,” he writes." It is only at this minimal level of intercon-
nectedness that the Soul acts upon the body without being acted upon
by the body in return. This construction is highly complex and, in
the absence of Porphyry’s systematic texts, remains obscure. But it un-
mistakably reveals Porphyry’s ambition to maintain the separation of
the three superior principles from the material world. The One acts as
the Intellect’s principle of unity, the Intellect translates unity into the
manifoldness of individual form, and the Soul establishes “tendencies”
in material things. But there remains a gap between the principles and
the bodily reality to which the soul attaches itself.

43.1-2 (ed. Lamberz).
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1.5 The Fundamentals of Neoplatonic Metaphysics

The separation of the individual soul from the body constitutes one
of the most notable differences between Porphyry and Plotinus. Not
that there is a difference in the degree to which the two philosophers
see the body as something that requires taming and overcoming. But
they think about the modalities of that taming in different ways. As
discussed above, Plotinus’s vision of the body is strongly impacted by
his marked intellectualism. The body appears as an impediment to
the soul’s freedom, insofar as its inherent tendency is to impede the
soul’s natural ascent to the Intellect. That ascent is fueled by the part
of the soul that always “remains in the noetic realm,”™ as opposed
to its lower aspect, which is directed toward nature and bodily exis-
tence. When the soul prioritizes its bodily aspects, it can be trapped in
a state of boundedness or entanglement in the natural world. “With-
out the body,” Plotinus writes, “[the soul] has control over herself, is
free, and stands outside of cosmic causality. When it inhabits a body, it
loses control, because it is placed in an order alongside other things.”™
When it connects with bodily nature, the soul receives the body’s im-
pulses and thus finds itself deprived of the freedom it obtains from its
connection with the Intellect. Accordingly, Plotinus supports Plato’s
injunction to separate (ywpilew, Enn. V 1 10.25) the soul from the
body; “not in a local sense” (00 76w, Enn. V 1 10.25) but “by not
following its inclination toward imagination or the alienating state of
embodiment.”™ Separating the soul from the body “locally” would not
lead to any positive result because the body is the product and expres-
sion of the soul"® — cutting it away is not a possibility. So, the essen-

B16 v 7 vonTd pévov, Plot. Enn. V 110.23.

4 Avev pév odv odduatos odoa kKuptwTdTy Te avTis Kal élevlépa kal koouuxi)s
aitias Ew évexleioa 8¢ els odpa ovkért wdvra kupla, ws dv ueld' érépwy
Taxbetoa, Plot. Enn. 1L 18.9-11.
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Plot. Enn. V 110.27-8.

U61n his treatise Ad Gaurum, Porphyry explains that for an individual soul to become
the soul of a certain body, two elements come into play: the father’s nature, which
is connected to the lower aspect of his soul, and the new living being’s own nature.
In his discussion of the process of generation, Porphyry essentially engages with the
concept of the parents’ souls and does not mention the Soul as a principle. See the
introduction in Wilberding, To Gaurus, 7-30.
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tial question for Plotinus is how the body can be turned into a tool to
ground the soul’s contemplation in the innermost, material part of the
COSMOS.

Porphyry agrees with Plotinus’s starting point but then goes even
further, insisting on the body’s lack of ontological consistency. For
Porphyry, the body is not a real impediment to the Soul. Rather, the
body’s existence is so inconsistent that its cannot even impede the Soul’s
functions: “it lies [before the incorporeal] like a non-being.”” Like
Plotinus, Porphyry considers the body to depend on the Soul, but not
vice versa: “Nature has bound the body to the Soul, but the Soul binds
itself to the body.”™® But since the existence of the body is so elu-
sive, the way the soul “binds itself” to the body remains unimaginable,
too: “The Soul’s junction with the body takes place through an inef-
fable extension.”™ Rather than attempting to dissolve this ineffable
connection, one should aim to bring the body into an “accomplished”
state, so that “it is elevated toward the soul, which is intelligible.”>°
There, at the point “farthest away from the body,”*" dwells the real
self.

But the difference between Porphyry and Plotinus is not just a con-
ceptual distinction. Porphyry seems haunted by the question of bodily
existence. He places it at the heart of his philosophy, estimating that
the question of the return of the individual, embodied soul to the One
depends on the constitution and nature of the body. In his biography
of Plotinus, he remarks that one of the turning points in their rela-
tionship concerned this topic: “During three days, I, Porphyry, kept
asking him about the soul’s union with the body.”** This preoccu-
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with respect to certain notions such as place and the difference between souls in

themselves and souls in relation to bodies, Porphyry’s statements in this text contrast

with Plotinus’s use of the notions.
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1.5 The Fundamentals of Neoplatonic Metaphysics

pation with the body also explains Porphyry’s interest in the relation
between philosophy and religion, or theology and theurgy. In fact, re-
ligious practice and especially theurgy are enacted by embodied selves.
Practitioners perform divination, sacrifices, and invocations through
their bodies. These practices are methods for bodily beings to tran-
scend their constitution and aspire to higher reality. It is by exploring
the way Porphyry frames these religious and theurgical practices that
we find his answer to the question raised at the beginning of this in-
troduction — the overarching question of the gap between finite and
absolute reality and the theological or theurgical methods we can use
to bridge that gap. How does Porphyry conceive the union between
the individual soul and ultimate reality? Does this union require bod-
ily ritual enactments — theurgy — or merely intellectual practice?

Porphyry answers: On its ascent the individual soul must inevitably
pass through disembodiment. But this passage allows for two distinct
approaches. One of these approaches, presented in the Letter to Mar-
cella and the Letter to Anebo, is intellectualist in the sense that it re-
quires a purely philosophical detachment of the intellect from the
body, achieved through contemplative practice. The other approach,
discussed in the Philosophy from Oracles, seeks to incorporate the con-
crete realities of human life — the body, cultural and religious tradition,
and sensations and experiences — in the process of disembodiment and
use them as anagogical symbols that help practitioners turn their at-
tention to the realm of intellectual existence. With this compromise,
Porphyry departs from Plotinus’s uniform intellectualism but also re-
jects Tamblichus’s theurgical exclusivism.

The Letter to Marcella is a useful reference to explore the first, in-
tellectualist approach, because it was written in Porphyry’s maturity,
its starts with concrete ethical guidelines rather than with speculation,
and its easy language makes it a much less esoteric reading than, for
example, the Sentences. (Kathleen O’Brien Wicker considers it a man-
ual for philosophical novices that contains the Platonic doctrine in a
“simplified form.”)3 One of the difficulties of the text is that it is so

owpart, Porph. Vit. Plot. 13.10-11
1230'Brien Wicker, To Marcella, 20. Simmons agrees with her, Universal Salvation, 117.
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interwoven with Pythagorean, Platonic, Epicurean, and Stoic maxims
that one cannot always distinguish Porphyry’s own stance.”* But the
overall narrative of the Letter is remarkably coherent and appealing,
which makes it a valuable entry point into Porphyry’s conception of
the philosophical life.

The Letter’s basic teaching is that philosophical perfection is achieved
by containing the passionate and irrational impulses of bodily existence.
Porphyry presents that containment as a movement away from embod-
ied being and from matter. “To the degree that one desires the body
and the things belonging to the body,” he writes, “to that degree one
is ignorant about God and conceals the visions that one could have of
him.”™ And “to the degree that one gives up clinging to the body,
to that degree one comes closer to God.”2¢ Like Plotinus, Porphyry
thinks that while the soul’s superior aspect connects it to the intel-
lect, the body connects it with matter, and, through matter, to “true
non-being”?” and the “evasion from being.”® By following the body’s
impulses, the soul shifts from being — which, as we saw with Plotinus,
is identical with the intellect — to non-being. Porphyry’s theology thus
presents itself as a description of the choice between the soul’s ascent
to being and truth and its descent into non-being and falsity.

Choosing the ascent to being requires the practice of what Por-
phryry calls the “cutting away of the body,”® or “mastering of the
body.”° Porphyry thinks that to master one’s body, one needs to “be
free” from influences that could recenter the soul on the body. The

24Most of these texts stem, as Helene Whittaker sums up the scholarship of Bidez,
Chadwick, Potscher, and des Places, from a Pythagorean collection also used by Sex-
tus for his own collection — but Porphyry has not used Sextus’s collection. See Whit-
taker, “Purpose,” 153 no. 11.
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1.6 The Letter to Anebo

soul is free when its intentionality remains directed exclusively toward
the intellect, allowing it, as Porphyry says in his Life of Pythagoras, to rise
“to the contemplation of the things eternal, similar to it, incorporeal,
and remaining eternally identical to themselves.”?* As we shall see in
the Letter to Anebo, this contemplative element is also central to Por-
phyry’s eudaemonism. Only contemplation can yield true happiness,
and happiness is the distinctive sign of genuine philosophy. Porphyry
relates about Pythagoras that he “led people to the contemplation of
the things that really exist and made them happy thereby.”

The final goal of the practice of freedom and contemplation is to
intellectualize the human person; that is, to draw all the soul’s powers
back into the intellect and make it relinquish everything that relates
to life in nature and the body. The intellectualization of the soul is the
way to become “inspired by God”?* and a mirror in which God sees
himself.” By turning human existence into a mirror of divine nature,
the intellect becomes a soteriological hub where the soul and God,
human and divine reality, come together.

1.6 The Letter to Anebo

In a sense, Porphyry’s philosophical and theological system presents a
high degree of simplicity. It seeks to establish a rational basis for the
human quest to “learn the truth.”3¢ Its emphasis on the intellect and
rationality entails, on Porphyry’s part, a certain partiality to systematic
coherence. Porphyry wants the structure and concepts of theology to
reflect the primacy and superior character of the intellect. This ten-
dency also determines the argument of the Letter to Anebo.

The Letter is addressed to an imagined Egyptian interlocutor called
Anebo or, in other versions, Abamon. The fact that Iamblichus replies
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to the letter indicates that the interlocutor could, according to Beat-
rice, either be Tamblichus’s literary persona or an Egyptian follower
of his philosophy.”” Porphyry portrays his correspondent as an anti-
intellectualist. The correspondent does not think that intellectual ac-
tivity constitutes the basis for the soul’s return to God. He rather sees
that basis in theurgy, which he understands as the practice of divina-
tory and sacrificial ceremonies supported by a theological system of
divine hierarchies and mythological narratives. It is through the medi-
ation of the gods that the ascent of the soul becomes possible. Theurgy,
not philosophical reflection and contemplation, paves the way to God.

Porphyry wonders: Even assuming that there is a plurality of gods,
how can his Egyptian interlocutor posit that there are differences in
dignity among the gods; that certain gods are associated with certain
types of embodiment; and that the gods present a degree of passivity
that subjects them to the invocations and prayers of human beings? If
higher reality transcends ordinary reality by virtue of its incorporeality,
how can there be distinctions, bodies, and passivity in that reality?
These are the questions determining Porphyry’s writing in the Lezter.

To begin with, a philosopher might wonder why there is a plurality
of gods at all, rather than just one God identical to the first principle.
This question requires a shift in perspective and allows us to come back
to Johnson’s proposal to approach Porphyry’s theology not only as a
self-constituted system but also as a “vertical theological translation”
serving to make existing religion philosophically meaningful. Greek
religion historically predates philosophical speculation. Reappropriat-
ing religion, philosophers attempted to provide a philosophical expla-
nation for religious concepts such as divine hierarchies, relations, and
so forth. In this sense, Porphyry, too, may be interpreted as engaging
in a “sustained activity of transferring the knowledge about the gods
expressed in various media (especially literary and iconographic) into a
Platonic philosophical system,” as Johnson writes.” He does not make
a new religion emerge from his system but appropriates the religion of
his time.

'37Beatrice, Philosophy of the Few, 133.
8]ohnson, Religion and Identity, 5.
9Johnson, Religion and Identity, 55.
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1.6 The Letter to Anebo

Johnson’s approach provides a key to understanding not only the
premises of Porphyry’s theology, but also the reason Porphyry did not
see these premises as conflicting. On the one hand, Porphyry wants
to give traditional religion a philosophical grounding. On the other,
religion is driven by dynamics that are not naturally consistent with
philosophical logic. Johnson explains that therefore we should not ex-
pect Porphyry to infer religion from philosophy as if the latter were
the basis from which the former is derived. Rather, we are “catching
Porphyry in the act of translation:”#° He transfers religious aspira-
tions into the context of Neoplatonic metaphysics and explains them
through philosophical means. The Letter to Anebo and Philosophy from
Oracles, are traces of this translational work.

Porphyry considers a philosophical explanation of religious ideas or
practices successful when it manages to avoid contradictions and incon-
sistencies. But this is not the case, Porphyry argues in the Letter, for
the opinions of Anebo, who assumes there is a hierarchy of gods who
pertain to different classes, for example aerial, terrestrial, and aquatic.
Porphyry tries to understand the principle of this differentiation: Are
the gods different through accidental characteristics, through their de-
gree or type of embodiment, or through their movements? Any of
these assumptions leads to unacceptable consequences. For example,
they would erase the impermeability of the separation between bodily
and intellectual reality, which is one of Porphyry’s core ideas. Porphyry
confesses to perplexity in the face of Anebo’s reasoning.

But the major flaw that Porphyry finds in Anebo’s theology does
not concern the nature of the gods, but the relation between gods and
humans. In fact, if gods respond to rites and ceremonies, their very
being must present an inclination or openness to human invocations.
They must, in Porphyry’s language, be “subject to passivity” (éuma-
Bo0s): That is, it must be possible for them to be constrained or urged
to perform orders. Porphyry thinks his is an absurd assumption. The
gods are intellectual beings. Intellectuality is equivalent to pure activ-
ity, and activity excludes passivity. How could intellectual beings be
urged to become passive and obey orders issued from a lower realm of
reality?

“4°Johnson, Religion and Identity, 57.
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Not only that: The rituals humans are expected to perform for the
gods are often imbued with profanity. Porphyry mentions the use of
sculpted male genitalia as well as obscene language by Egyptian priests.
He does not fully develop this argument in the fragments, but he
seems intuitively opposed to the association of the divine with the
obscene. This deserves particular attention because obscenities play a
major though fundamentally different role in the Philosophy from Ora-
cles.

But Porphyry does not take exception to invocations only. He also
charges that whatever explanation one offers for divination or any other
kind of ritual foretelling through divine inspiration conflicts with the
philosophically established properties of divine nature. For example, if
the gods caused divination directly, they would have to interact with
embodied sacrificial elements such as barley or animal entrails, which
they cannot, because of their intellectual and incorporeal constitution.
However, if a prophet’s soul is stirred by a psychological impulse, that
leaves much of the actual divination to the human soul and psychology
— so much that one would have to see it as a product of the embod-
ied human mind rather than as a divine message. This objection is
particularly interesting because it attests to the relevance of Porphyry’s
thought to modern concerns. Today, we are inclined to respond to
claims of supernatural insight with a dose of skepticism and to point
to altered mental states, psychological affections, pathologies, and so
forth as possible causes of visions. Porphyry is sensitive to these issues
because of his conviction that philosophy should be free from the pos-
sibility of human error or influence. If philosophy is to lead the way to
knowledge and happiness, it cannot allow for the possibility of flawed
perception or thought.

Though Tamblichus dismisses these objections in his response (fr.
61-62), his own argument, which draws from the consequences of div-
ination and invocations, appears less convincing. Iamblichus points out
that someone’s resolutions changing because of a ceremony, for exam-
ple, proves there is a certain efficacy to the performed ritual. But this
argument argument is a petitio principii: It posits the fact that it intends
to prove, assuming that the change of resolution is actually the result of
the performed ritual. Rather than supporting Iamblichus’s objection,
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the argument exposes it as magic thinking. Iamblichus furthermore
insists that the difference between pathological mental manifestations
and divine visions is that pathologies reveal nothing true or real — but
how can one see the difference between reality and imagination if div-
ination has no rational or verifiable component?

Under the assumption that divine visions are actually the conse-
quence of rituals, Porphyry asks, what could the role of the divine or
daemonic intervention be? If something is accomplished supernatu-
rally, the causes can only be coming from outside the soul. But if these
causes depend on rituals involving certain objects, how could they be
derived from the gods? Divination can only be the result of daemonic
interventions, because daemons are “deceptive by nature” and not in-
tent on the good. They are attracted by the material elements of sacri-
fice and therefore obey human commands — but they do not do so on
the grounds of virtue or purity of character, as gods would, but simply
because of their inclination to matter and inferior ontological realms.
Hence, the very idea of divination as a product of the gods is flawed.

Porphyry’s argument is noteworthy because it historically engen-
dered two types of reactions. To Greek philosophers from Heracli-
tus to Plato to Iamblichus, it seemed natural to admit the existence
of daemons, a type of being that acts as an “intermediary between
the gods and the world, ensur[ing] the government of the sublunary
world.”™#" The vast majority of Neoplatonic philosophers accept the
existence of gods and daemons. Christian readers such as Eusebius of
Caesarea and Augustine on the other hand take offense at this idea
and insist that Porphyry mentions daemons only as a concession to
his readers. While it is unlikely that Porphyry practiced this kind of
pedagogical concession, the Christian reaction is interesting insofar as
it prefigures Johnson’s translation approach. Like Johnson, Eusebius

4'Brisson, “What is a Demon,” 96. See also Greenbaum, “Daimon, Birth, and the Stars,”
as well as Timotin, La démonologie, in particular 13-36, where Timotin discusses the
various meanings and connotations of the notion of “daemon.” He explains that the
notion participates in a semantic and historical network that makes it impossible to
pin its meaning to a single meaning. The daemon is a singular and common divine
power; it is personal and impersonal; it is beneficial and vindicative, and so forth.
Daemons are so embedded in Greek religious, cultural, and philosophical thinking
that it took a new religion — Christianity — to pinpoint them as a problem.
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and Augustine situate Porphyry in an environment that required that
he communicate with different audiences in different ways. It would be
naive to assume that Porphyry was sympathetic to Christian monothe-
ism, but assuming that he indeed makes specific concessions to his
readers is a plausible hypothesis.

Another contradiction Porphyry finds in theurgy is the discrepancy
between the expectations concerning priests and officiants on the one
hand, and the materials used for sacrifice and divination on the other.
Priests are prohibited from touching corpses, from consuming meat,
and from other engagements considered sacrilegious, but the rites car-
ried out to appeal to the gods involve precisely these things. A con-
tradiction arises between religious precepts and divine attributes: Hu-
mans are kept from certain engagements, but gods can be invoked only
through these very engagements.

The one idea spanning these objections, and perhaps Porphyry’s
most important point, concerns the role that Anebo’s theology plays
for the goal of human life, which Porphyry situates — backed by the
Greek tradition — in happiness (eddaiuovia). If a religious or philo-
sophical teaching does not show “the way to happiness,”#* then it is
pursued in vain (uarnv). On this point, the Letter to Anebo is outspo-
ken and clear, as are Porphyry’s ethical and spiritual texts, such as the
Letter to Marcella: Any idea that does not serve the goal of human life
does not deserve philosophical support or promotion. Based on this
axiom, Porphyry rejects the appeal to the foretelling of future events
or to daemonic forces capable of providing goods such as money or
slaves. He does not see in these goods anything of value or relevance
to human life. Therefore, a theology built on the attainment of those
goods cannot be considered valuable or meaningful.

In Porphyry’s arguments against Anebo’s presuppositions about div-
ination, invocation of gods and daemons, and religious practice in
general, the main driving force lies in the quest for philosophical
coherence. To return once again to Johnson’s approach, one could
say Porphyry considers the theological model he is criticizing an im-
proper “translation.” The translation fails because it entails inappro-

42y els eddawpoviav 6dov, fr. 109.
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priate philosophical consequences, such as, for example, the passivity
of divine being, the existence of corporeal yet supernatural powers,
and the orientation of human life toward inconsistent goals. In his
response to Porphyry, Iamblichus attempts to remediate these conse-
quences, but Porphyry’s critique and his constant appeals to standards
of coherence and argumentation aren’t easily dispatched.

1.7 Philosophy from Oracles

While one could consider the Letter to Anebo a translation of reli-
gion into philosophy “from above,” insofar as it analyzes and criticizes
Anebo’s religious claims from the standpoint of philosophical rational-
ity, the remaining fragments of the Philosophy from Oracles (Ilept T1js
€k Aoylwr dhooodias) tackle the question from the opposite per-
spective: that is, from within religious practice and theurgy.' In the
Philosophy, Porphyry asks how practitioners may engage theurgical and
other religious practices in accordance with both the immanent rit-
ual logic of those practices and with philosophical rationality. Using
Johnson’s language, one could perhaps see the text as a “verticalization”
from below. Porphyry uncovers the immanent rationality of embodied
theurgical practices and their relation to the other levels of the vertical
progression toward the highest principle.

As in the letter, Porphyry’s focus in the Philosophy lies in the con-
ditions under which the soul can ascend to divine reality. But in the
Philosophy, he connects the discussion of those conditions to the world
of gods, mythological narratives, symbols, and relations. In his dis-
cussion of these elements, Porphyry’s immanent perspective makes it
appear as if he were promoting the very practices he criticizes in the

“3To keep this outline of the standpoint developed in the Philosophy from Oracles as concise
as possible, I do not engage the question of how this text relates to Porphyry’s other
writings. Beatrice (Philosophy of the Few, 492-496) argues that the Philosophy was origi-
nally a much larger text, called The Philosophy according to the Chaldean Oracles, consist-
ing in fifteen books and comprising, among others, the treatise Against the Christians.
Johnson (Religion and Identity, 25) is critical of such attempts and sees the religious
aim of the Philosophy as different from anti-Christian polemics.
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Letter to Anebo. This is one of the central issues in scholarship on Por-
phyry’s philosophy of religion: The Letter to Anebo and the Philosophy
from Oracles seem to contradict each other in such central matters that,
as Simmons puts it, “there is very little about the work on which schol-
ars agree.”™ 4

Porphyry begins his treatise (fr. 1) by appealing, with a stereotypical
Platonic expression, to those “who strive after truth” (7)v d\jfeiav
wdivavtes), “contemplation” (mpds 1€ v dewplav) and the “pu-
rification of life” (kaBapow 70U Biov). These expressions are among
the typical aspirations pursued by ancient Greek philosophers, includ-
ing the Neoplatonists. These aspirations, which I briefly outlined in
section 1.2, on the central questions of Greek philosophy, are both
practical and theoretical, bringing together the quest for truth and the
desire to live in accordance with that truth.

In spelling out these aspects, the Philosophy proceeds differently from
the Letter to Anebo. Porphyry begins by describing the esoteric nature of
theology and religious practices. The meaning of the “mysteries,” that
is, the traditional Greek ceremonies involving ritual objects and ani-
mal sacrifice, should not be divulged to the uninitiated. This contrasts
strongly with the universalist argument of the Lezter to Anebo, in which
Porphyry appeals to the standard of human happiness or a universal
norm governing human existence as such. In the Philosopby he warns
his interlocutor against letting any of the explanations trickle out of
the sphere of initiated practitioners. These explanations are “most un-
speakable” (appnToTepa) and the gods have carefully concealed them
through enigmas (3 atvvyudrwy).

Throughout the treatise, Porphyry interprets various oracles involv-
ing traditional Greek mythologemes and motives, and some of these
interpretations openly contradict the claims made in the Letter to Anebo.
For example, he affirms — in Eusebius’s biased words — that “some of
the good daemons™# (which could simply be gods) delight in mu-
sic, displays of eroticism, war, and other such human activities. In the
Letter, Porphyry denies that gods show any interest in such things, be-

44Simmons, Universal Salvation, 32.
145 v ayald f dayud fr
Twas TOV dyal®v TovTwy dawuovwy, fr. 6.
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1.7 Philosophy from Oracles

cause it would contradict their constitution. He furthermore criticizes
oracles in which the gods are represented as incurring the same bodily
sensations as humans, such as the labor pains of the goddess Artemis.

These contradictions are not the result of modern misunderstand-
ings. Our main source for the fragments of the Philosophy is Eusebius of
Caesarea. In relating Porphyry’s philosophy of religion, Eusebius notes
(fr. 12) that Porphyry rejects the idea that bloody sacrifices please the
gods and concludes that beings expecting such ceremonies can only be
daemons. But in the Philosophy from Oracles, Porphyry relates an ora-
cle (fr. 12) in which Apollo himself asks for sacrifices. Not only that:
Apollo affirms connections between the sacrifices and the nature of the
invoked gods, as if the gods were substantially connected to material
elements such as water, fire, and so on. This is the very idea that Por-
phyry exposes as untenable in the Letter to Anebo. Eusebius’s perplexity
about this tension proves that long before the twentieth century, Por-
phyry’s readers were confused about his convictions.

This confusion becomes strongest when Porphyry lets the gods
themselves describe the details of the rituals by which they can be in-
voked. We find, for example, Hecate describing how her statue should
be made with rue, lizards, myrrh, and other ingredients. Eusebius is
scandalized by these instructions and wonders how gods could ever
want to engage such lowly objects. In the Philosophy from Oracles Por-
phyry also cultivates an orientalist language strongly reminiscent of the
Chaldean Oracles and Numenius, thus mirroring the Hellenistic ten-
dency identified by Hadot and announcing the shift of Neoplatonism
to religion.™#¢ In different oracles, including for example fr. 21 and 22,
Porphyry praises the Phoenicians, Assyrians, and Hebrews for their
insights into truth. There is a common trait between this appraisal of
supposedly oriental knowledge and the starting point of the Letter to
Anebo, insofar as the Letter also begins with Porphyry lamenting the
Greeks’ lack of insight into truth. But the Philosophy goes even fur-
ther, justifying this orientalism not only with personal observations,
but also with the authority of Apollo and other gods. It is as if Greek
religion tried to overcome itself and turn into an imagined “East.”

146Hadot, Ancient Philosophy, 92..
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Importantly, the contradiction between the Letter and the Philosophy
extends only to a certain point. In fact, in the most crucial fragments,
which are the texts in which Porphyry explains the philosophical foun-
dation of his theology, his statements are coherent with the Letter and
also with theoretical and ethical writings such as the Sentences and the
Letter to Marcella. Porphyry writes, in a central fragment and perhaps
one of the most important passages of the Philosophy from Oracles, un-
covering a continuity between this text and his other writings: “Turn
your intellect toward God the king, don’t busy yourself with insignifi-
cant spirits on earth.” (fr. 23). In another passage in the same fragment,
Porphyry cites a long oracle containing the germs of a full monothe-
istic theology. He addresses the “Father” of the gods who governs the
human and divine worlds and is seated in a transcendent realm, where
he exists as an intellect. While this theological poem fully conforms
to Neoplatonic metaphysics, it contrasts strongly with the other, more
theurgical oracles to which Eusebius refers. The presence of this oracle
in Porphyry’s text suggests that the tension between the Philosophy and
Letter should not be exaggerated. Something connects these two texts.

Further traces of this connection can be found in Porphyry’s oracles
on the afterlife of the soul upon the death of the body. The Philosophy
gives rise to the impression that, due to the theurgical involvement of
the body in ceremonies as well as to the bodily distinctions between
gods, Porphyry postulates a relation between the body and the soul
different from the one described, for example in the Letter to Marcella.
In fr. 5o however, Porphyry clarifies that the soul “steps away from the
body” (uera odpa mpoBaiver) and is liberated from the suffering
incurred by the body in the material world. His soteriology does not
posit that the material body participates in the afterlife, despite its in-
volvement in theurgical practice. This creates a further continuity with
the Letter to Anebo, suggesting that the two texts reflect a coherent and
homogenous soteriology.

Ultimately, one must also consider Porphyry’s strong and repeated
emphasis on symbolic networks within rituals as a hint to the anabatic
character of ritual symbolism. Whenever figures or images are used
for ceremonies, Porphyry relates them to divine attributes: For exam-
ple, in the Philosophy, three-colored wax is a symbol of Hecate. And
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while in that text Porphyry doesn’t advocate allegorism in the same
way as Eusebius (fr. 18) would like him to, he does establish concep-
tual relations between ritual objects and the spiritual or divine realms
connected with them. Porphyrian theurgy is not distinctively “embod-
ied”: Rather, it promotes the idea of theurgy as participating in a logic
of ritual symbolism and leading the practitioner from the lower realms
of reality to the higher ones."#

1.8 Conclusion: Who was Porphyry?

This brings us back to the initial question of how philosophy and
religion relate to each other according to Porphyry: that is, whether
intellectual work or religious practice helps the soul return to its divine
origin. We have now seen that the Letter to Anebo and Philosophy from
Oracles present differences in their respective answers to this question,
but it also seems that the metaphysics and soteriology underpinning
these answers present a high degree of continuity. So, is there a way to
understand these two texts as two articulations of the same answer to
the question of philosophy and religion?

The above reading of these texts has revealed that simplistic expla-
nations based either on Porphyry’s alleged rationalism or religious zeal
do not do justice to the complexity of the texts’ context. We do not
know when the Letter or the Philosophy were written, what these texts
originally looked like, to whom they were addressed, or how Porphyry
wanted his readers to approach them. Furthermore, our only sources
for these questions — mostly Christian writers — are biased by these au-
thors’ negative vision of what they consider to be magic or idol worship.
In the absence of concrete historical data, there is no way to articulate
or justify a simple answer to the questions raised by Porphyry’s philos-
ophy of religion. Bidez’s conclusion that the Philosophy from Oracles is a
failed attempt at doing philosophy — “The exegete [Porphyry] tries to
be a philosopher but fails,”*® he writes — is untenable.

47 This is also suggested by Sara I. Johnston’s representation of theurgy as centered on
the “ascent” (avaywyr) of the soul to the divine, see Johnston, Hekate Soteira, 89,
also quoted by Simmons, Universal Salvation, so.

148Bidez, Vie de Porphyre, 18: “L’exégete veut faire oeuvre de ‘philosophe’ mais n'y résussit

»
pas.
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On the other hand, neither Simmons’s nor Johnson’s attempts to
articulate an answer on the basis of a gradual, hierarchical vision of
theology can be seen as conclusive. Simmon’s hypothesis that theurgy
constitutes one of the three paths to salvation and Johnson’s suggestion
that Porphyry translates the elements he finds in various religious and
cultural settings into philosophy are plausible explanations for what
Porphyry could have held as true, but they are not sufficient to ex-
plain the theoretical tension between philosophy and religion. Smith
is aware of this difficulty, as one can infer from his conclusion, sup-
ported by Simmons: “Porphyry raised but did not solve the problem of
the relationship of philosophy to religion.”# Porphyry has managed
to show how a person can adhere simultaneously to Platonic meta-
physics and traditional religious practice, but he doesn’t convincingly
show why the superiority of the philosophical lifestyle he promotes
in the Letter to Marcella isn’t the only responsible lifestyle, or why a
person who practices that lifestyle shouldn’t consider rituals such as
divination and sacrifices as provisional and inferior.

This is not an abstract problem but an issue that fundamentally
influences our reading of Porphyry. The two sides of Porphyry’s argu-
ment are not equally convincing, and no scholar could claim in good
faith that they are. Even if we assume that the Philosophy from Oracles is
not a text from Porphyry’s youth and that it should be taken seriously, it
is difficult to treat Porphyry’s theological interpretation of flatulence as
a supernatural manifestation the same way as one would treat the Letter
to Anebo’s statements about happiness as the goal of human life. From a
philosophical perspective, and by the standards of virtue or happiness,
a manual to fabricate a statue of a god with churned lizards and herbs
does not have the same status as a call to live virtuously and to obey rea-
son. While it is indisputable that scholars of ancient philosophy should
guard against rationalist and other anachronistic biases, the problem
here is more basic. Porphyry’s two discourses pertain to different gen-
res — one dealing with the questions that ancient Greek philosophy
considers as ultimate — such as happiness and truth, and the other one
with possible explanations of a given religious tradition. These genres

149Smith, “Porphyry,” 1227, quoted by Simmons, Universal Salvation, 212..
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manifest different forms of philosophical consistency and practicabil-
ity. It would be irresponsible to posit that these genres, which pursue
different interests, give equally satisfying responses.

Is there a responsible answer to the question of philosophy and re-
ligion in Porphyry? One possibility would be to admit — in addition to
the three soteriological paths proposed by Simmons and to Johnson’s
“translation” approach —a distinction between historiography and the-
ory. That is to say: One could distinguish between views acceptable to
a fourth-century Phoenician philosopher and views satisfying to mod-
ern philosophical metrics. Historically speaking, Porphyry was neither
a rationalist nor a religious extremist. Such clear-cut ideological con-
victions would not have been possible in a historical period in which
vocabularies and ideas were largely shared. For example, Christian the-
ologians insisted on the uniqueness of their confessed faith, but even
the core elements of this faith bear the traces of Greek philosophy.
More generally, late ancient religions — pagan, Christian, Jewish — drew
from the same metaphysical foundations. Even Porphyry struggles to
explain why he disapproves of Christianity’s soteriological narrative."°
Porphyry’s religious and philosophical identity cannot be described ac-
cording to the categories that previous generations of scholars liked to
uphold.

From a systematic perspective, the situation is different. Looking at
the texts translated in this volume, it is difficult to treat both sides of
Porphyry’s argument equally. Porphyry’s writing and ideas are strongest
when he raises doubts about traditional religious practices and tries to
deconstruct their surface to find a more viable and universal path to a
philosophical life. The Letter to Anebo, the Letter to Marcella, the Sen-
tences, and the Life of Plotinus are Porphyry’s most remarkable writings,
precisely because of their universalist and philosophical approach. One
could say that while the historical Porphyry is a “translator” in John-
son’s sense, incorporating religion into philosophy, Porphyry’s first lan-
guage is philosophy, and philosophy — as practiced in the Letter to

5°At fr. 50, Porphyry affirms that Christ ascended into heaven. On the deeper issues of
Porphyry’s opposition to Christians, see Edwards, “Porphyry and the Christians,” den
Boer, “A Pagan Historian,” Smith, “Response to Christianity,” Digeser, “Lactantius.”
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Anebo, the Letter to Marcella, and the Sentences — is the discipline in
which his arguments come across as most convincing and coherent.

Perhaps an analogy from the history of theology and philosophy
helps to clarify this argument. From the third and fourth century cE
on, Christian thinkers such Basil of Caesarea and Ambrose of Milan
explored ways to systematize religious practices such as communion,
marriage, and penance: practices — or “sacraments,” as they are called in
certain Western Christian churches — considered by Christians to carry
soteriological significance. In medieval Latin scholasticism, thinkers
such as Petrus Lombardus and Thomas Aquinas built on the efforts of
those ancient thinkers to establish “sacramental” theology as a central
domain of theological inquiry, in which questions regarding the sacra-
ments were systematically connected to other elements of the Chris-
tian faith.”" Notably, medieval theologians did not see their work on
systematic philosophy on the one hand and liturgical or sacramental
questions on the other as mutually exclusive; or, to put it differently,
they would not have seen their efforts to provide metaphysical explana-
tions for the structure of the cosmos and their explanation of religious
practices as conflicting. Projecting this tension into their thought may
attest to our dichotomic perspective more than to their own under-
standing.

The parallelism is corroborated by the fact that the Christian no-
tion of “sacrament” has its roots in the Greek notion of “mysteries.”
To give a few examples from both traditions, the traditional title given
to Iamblichus’s response to Porphyry is On the Egyptian Mysteries (Ilepi
Twv Avyvrriov pvornplwv). Some testimonies referring to Por-
phyry also use the language of “mysteries.” Eusebius calls Porphyry
“initiate of the mysteries” (uo7s),5* and Firmicus Maternus sees in
him a “defender of the mysteries” (defensor sacrorum).® In connection
with Christian religion, Cyril of Jerusalem wrote Mjystagogical Cate-

5TAmong the immense number of works on sacramental theology, I want to restrict
myself to just one recent example, which features dedicated chapters on these thinkers:
Holcomb & Johnson (eds.), Christian Theologies.

52 Phil. orac. fr. 18.

153 Phil. orac. fr. 4.
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cheses (Katnynoers pvoraywywai) on the sacraments,™ Ambrose
wrote the treatise De mysteriis, and the Christian philosopher and the-
ologian Maximus Confessor wrote an explanation of the sacraments
titled Mystagogy (MvoTaywyla), in which he explains the philosoph-
ical meaning of Christian practices and dogmas such as the church, the
confession of faith, and the Our Father.'s

Without overstretching the comparison, one could see these paral-
lelisms as evidence that rational methodologies are not naturally op-
posed to, or exclusive of] the religious logic of sacraments or mysteries.
The comparison does not attenuate the tensions between Porphyry’s
two texts and would certainly have been met with opposition by late an-
tique thinkers such as Augustine, who would have maintained a strong
distinction between Christian and pagan mysteries, but it at least sup-
ports the thesis that philosophers throughout premodern times were
open to practicing “translation” from philosophy into religious practice
and vice versa.

In sum: According to philosophical standards, the “rational” way of
philosophy and the “theurgical” way of religion are “mutually exclu-
sive,” as Beatrice claims.’® Porphyry sympathizes with Plotinus’ ratio-
nalist tendency and argues that philosophical perfection is attained by
those who “devote their lives to practicing the virtue of rational philos-
ophy.”™? But this sympathy does not make Porphyry an exclusivist or
a rationalist: first, because he is part of a philosophical tradition that
maintained the irreducible transcendence of the first principle, and
second, because his cultural and religious environment exhibited no
ambition to overcome religious practices such as theurgy. And so, Por-
phyry saw religion as something to be incorporated and “translated,”
but not as something that could be discarded or treated as useless.

The different approaches to this “paraconsistent” vision — Johnson’s
translation, Simmons’s three ways, Beatrice’s moderate rationalism —
are all admissible, to a degree. However, a contemporary reader of
Porphyry must accept the fact that there is no ultimate explanation

54Piédagnel, Cyrille de Jérusalem.

5yBoudignon (ed.), Maximus Confessor: Mystagogia.
156 Beatrice, Philosophy of the Few, 72.

'S7Beatrice, Philosophy of the Few, 72..
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for the discrepancy between the texts. The surviving fragments of the
Letter to Anebo and the Philosophy from Oracles are scattered pieces of a
lost mosaic that offer a glimpse into the philosophical convictions of
a fourth-century Phoenician thinker.

1.9 Note on the Original Texts and the
Translation

The guideline of the present translation is to make the texts accessible
to audiences interested in ancient philosophy and religion in a man-
ner similar to, for example, Hans van Kasteel’s edited volume Oracles
et Prophétie, which contains a French translation of the Philosophy from
Oracles.’s® While this entails certain restrictions on scholarly tools and
ambitions, it will perhaps help make Porphyry’s contribution to fun-
damental philosophical questions visible outside of specialized circles.

The selection, arrangement, and edition of the Greek and Latin
texts in this volume are based on different resources. The texts are
presented here without critical apparatus, which readers can consult in
the editions referenced below. I have included only a few of Saffrey’s
and Segond’s additions and corrections, marking them in the Greek
texts accordingly.

Tamblichus, Augustine, and Eusebius of Caesarea refer to the Letter
to Anebo indirectly, often paraphrasing Porphyry’s text. To avoid confu-
sion between the different text layers and authors, I indicate the respec-
tive speaker or addressee in each fragment. This may appear redundant
in some cases, but it will allow readers to refer to individual passages
without analyzing the previous and following fragments.

1.9.1 Fragment selection and order

Letter to Anebo: This volume follows the arrangement of Henri-Do-
minique Saffrey & Alain-Philippe Segonds,’® the most recent of the

158Van Kasteel (ed.), Oracles et Prophétie, 213-246.
159 Saffrey & Segonds, Porphyre.
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four modern editions of the text."®® The reference to the corresponding
fragments in their edition is marked “SS” in the footnotes. The reason
for relying on Saffrey & Segonds is that the editors refrain from at-
tempting to reconstruct the text of the Letter as a coherent text, which
is, in the present state of research, not possible. It would not be helpful
for interested audiences to be given the impression that what they are
reading is a uniform text written by its presumed author. I therefore
follow Saffrey’s & Segond’s fragment-based approach and fill the gaps
between the fragments with suggestions in the commentary.
Philosophy from Oracles: The selection and order of the fragments
is based on Andrew Smith’s edition,'" which replaces Gustav Wolff’s
older edition.'® The reference to Smith’s fragment numbers is marked
“S” in the footnotes. Giuseppe Muscolino published a new edition ac-
companied by an Italian translation, based on his plan for his 2013 PhD
thesis at the University of Macerata.'® Muscolino’s two studies are by
far the most exhaustive, complete, and thorough investigation into the
Philosophy from Oracles to date. In his PhD thesis, he argues that in or-
der to understand Porphyry’s text better, “it is necessary to pose some
premises that not only help to clarify the political, economic, social
and doctrinal context in the best possible way — that is, the context in
which the passage of the oracular work was inserted — but also high-
light the work within which the fragment is cited, called cover-text,
since it covers the original text alongside extraneous elements, which
must be analyzed in order to achieve a better exegesis.”’¢ While I agree
that a better exegesis can be achieved only through a careful contex-
tual analysis, this exegesis will speak to academic audiences more than

160 Saffrey & Segonds, Porphyre, cx-cxi. The editions are Faggin, Lettera; Sordano, Lettera;

and Muscolino, Filosofia rivelata, 327-401.

Smith, Fragmenta, 351-407.

162Wolff, Reliquiae.

1% Muscolino, Filosofia revelaza and Porfirio.

164Muscolino, Porfirio, 184: “ ... & necessario fare alcune premesse che oltre ad ajutare a
chiarire nel migliore dei modi 'ambito politico, economico, sociale e dottrinale, cio¢
il contesto nel quale il brano dell'opera oracolare ¢ stato inserito, mettano in risalto
anche l'opera all'interno della quale il frammento viene citato, chiamata cover-text o
testo coperto, giacché essa copre il testo originale con elementi estranei, che vanno
analizzati al fine di una migliore esegesi.”

161
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to other readers. Since the present translation pursues didactic and
philosophical rather than historical and philological goals, I chose to
rely on Smith’s narrower and more focused selection, nevertheless ac-
knowledging that Muscolino’s work remains the definitive reference
for anybody interested in a careful historical and philological analysis.

1.9.2 Greek and Latin texts

Letter to Anebo: The text of Saffrey & Segonds’s 2012 edition of the Let-
ter to Anebo partly anticipates their edition of Iamblichus’s response to
Porphyry, which was published one year after the Lezter.' In order to
incorporate this new edition, I have updated Saffrey & Segonds’s edi-
tion of the Letter with the new edition of Iamblichus’s text, eliminating
inconsistencies and errors such as, e.g., the Roman letters on p. 2.8 and
2.10 in the Letter. To facilitate cross-references and references to other
scholarship, I include the references to Parthey’s edition of Iamblichus’s
De mysteriis, which Saffrey & Segonds also include in their edition of
the Letter. For the other relevant texts by ancient authors, I follow the
most recent editions.'®®

Philosophy from Oracles: 1 follow the editions used by Smith.'” The
page numbers of Augustine’s De civitate dei correspond to the 1955 edi-
tion.

165Saffrey & Segonds, Jamblique.

166 These mostly correspond to the editions used by Saffrey & Segonds: Dombart & Kalb,
Civitate dei; Mras, Praeparatio evangelica; O'Meara, Michaelis Pselli; Josephus Chris-
tianus, Hypomnesticon, with the exception of Riedweg, Kyrill.

167Mras, Praeparatio evangelica, Dombart & Kalb, Civitate dei; Reichardt, Jobannis Philo-
poni; Erbse, Fragmente; Ziegler, Iuli Firmici Materni; Weihrich, Consensu evangelistarums
and Heikel, Demonstratio evangelica.

58



2. Letter to Anebo



FR. I

FR. 2

FR. 3

FR. 4

FR. §

FR. 6

2 Letter to Anebo

2.1 Greek and Latin Fragments and English
Translation
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2.1 Greek and Latin Fragments and English Translation

2.1 Greek and Latin Fragments and English
Translation

“I [Porphyry] shall let the gods mark the beginning of our friend-
ship, as well as the good daemons, and the philosophical theories con-
nected with them. While Greek philosophers have often talked about
this, most of what they have said draws its probative principles from
speculation.”

Those who say that the Greeks are rather careless in their quest for
truth, and especially that their opinion about the divine is misguided,
are right. It isn’t people on our own side who claim this but the most
esteemed among the Greeks. One reads, for example, in Porphyry’s
letter to Anebo the Egyptian: “I now seek to learn the truth from
him, having renounced learning it from the Greeks.”

Your [Porphyry’s] first statement is that you admit that there are
gods.

I [Iamblichus] shall present a similar argument to you, about “the
superior classes [of beings] that come next after the gods”: that is,
about the daemons, the heroes, and the pure souls.

You [Porphyry] ask what are the characteristics of each of the su-
perior classes by which they are distinct from each other.

Here, we also find the passage about the active and passive move-

ments, which provides a distinction that is not appropriate at all for
differentiating the superior classes.
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2.1 Greek and Latin Fragments and English Translation

Apart from this, there is also [Porphyry’s] inappropriate addition:
“or of the accidents.”

And at the end of your [Porphyry’s] inquiry, you mess up the natural
distinction. Indeed, the question you are pursuing is how substances
are known through their activities, their natural movements, and their
accidents.

You [Porphyry] will obtain the final answer to the question about
the characteristics that you were looking for: those of the gods, dae-
mons, heroes, and those in the souls.

We [Iamblichus] don’t accept the distinction that you are proposing,
according to which the affiliation of the different types of bodies — such
as that of the ethereal bodies with the gods, that of the aerial bodies
with the daemons, and that of the terrestrial bodies with the souls on
earth — acts as the cause of the differentiation that is presently being
investigated.

I assume that you [Porphyry] are asking (and that is your difficulty)
why, if the gods are residing only in heaven, there are invocations to
terrestrial and subterrestrial gods in theurgical texts.

Why are some said to be aquatic or aerial; why are some of them
allotted certain places and others other places; how were they allocated
individually in corporeal portions although the power that they possess
is unlimited, without parts, and incomprehensible; how can they be
united to one another when their parts are separated from one another
by fragmenting limits, and when the bodies they possess are split up
according to different locations?

After this you [Porphyry] propose for yourself another distinction:
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2.1 Greek and Latin Fragments and English Translation

You separate the substances of the superior realities according to the
difference of what is subject to passivity and what is not.

Having said this, he [Porphyry] replies again to the Egyptian: “If
some gods are not subject to passivity and others are, to which, as
it is said, ithyphalli are presented by those [priests] and obscenities
are expressed, the invocations to the gods will be vain, the calls for
help, the atonements against their anger, the sacrifices, and, to an even
higher degree, the so-called coercions of the gods — for that which is
not subject to passivity cannot be invoked, constrained, or coerced.

And in another passage he [Porphyry] pretends that he wants to
ask one of the Egyptians’ pseudo-prophets — or rather, priests — and
expects to learn the causes and the cruelty of the daemons’ misbehav-
ior. He says the following: “How can the theologians present them as
subject to passivity, and as rejoicing in obscenities and in other such

bad things?” And then he goes over to talk about the peculiarity of the
badness that characterizes them, saying ...>

Why is it that in the sacred ceremonies, many rites are performed
for them as subject to passivity?

But the invocations, they say, are presented to the gods as subject to
passivity, so that it is not only the daemons that are subject to passivity
but even the gods.

After this, you [Porphyry] go over to another dichotomy between
gods and daemons. For you claim that gods are pure intellects — ex-
pressing this opinion as a hypothesis or bringing it up as something
admitted by some — and you argue that the daemons participate in the
intellect because they have souls.

2Fr. 69 below follows here.
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2.1 Greek and Latin Fragments and English Translation

You [Porphyry] furthermore mention doubts about whether, if pure
intellects are inaccessible to invocations and do not mingle with sen-
sible things, one should pray to them.

And if it seems unbelievable to you [Porphyry] that the incorporeal
can hear one’s voice, and that despite its lack of sense-perception and
even ears, it can hear what we say in our prayers.

But as you [Porphyry] say, it is not appropriate for the petitions to
be presented to the purity of the mind.

But it is said that the offerings are brought as though to beings
endowed with senses and a soul.

Next in your [Porphyry’s] text comes the distinction of gods and
daemons by virtue of their embodiment and bodilessness.

And if the gods are different from the daemons by virtue of embod-
iment and bodilessness.

Instead, let’s take up the difficulties that you [Porphyry] raised on
the present notion. How can the sun and the moon, according to your
argument, and the other visible [things] in the sky be gods, if the gods
are essentially incorporeal?

How could one think that the sun, the moon, and the other visible
[things] in the sky, of which he [Porphyry] has no doubt that they are

bodies, are gods?

Your following question raises the difficulty of why some of them
are beneficent and others maleficent.

And if the [heavenly bodies] are gods, why are some of them said

67

FR.

FR.

FR.

FR.

FR.

FR.

FR.

20

21

22

23

24

25



FR. 26

FR. 27

FR. 28

FR. 29

FR. 30

FR. 31

2 Letter to Anebo

k%4 \ O} > -~ > 7 4 \ ’ > \ \
[0c 87) 0dv kaketvo amokpwdueda, T T cvvdmTov €0l TPOS
Tols aowpdTows feols Tovs ExovTas odua €v TM oVPave;

et quo modo incorporalibus, cum sint corporei, coniungantur?

3 ~ \ \ ’ \ ~ Ié b \ 14 > ’

Amropeis yap dn T{ 70 dakptvov €oTL TOUS daiuovas amo Te
TOV €udpavdv kal Tov apavav Bedv, adavels pév, covnuuévwy
d¢ Tawv éudaviw Bedv Tols apavéow;

“Hv 8¢ ov avapet dwaipeow v Tob éumallods amo Tob ama-
Oots lows pev dv Tis ﬂapaLTﬁoaLTo ws oﬁ&zrépw TV KpeuT -
TOVWV YeEViY eanp‘uoCovoaV o as e,urrpoo@eu etpikauey airias
katl unv da TodTo Ve adT avaneTrew aéwov, 80Tt eEheyrTar
ex TV mpos Oeovs ws amabels dvrTas dpwpevawv.

~ \ \ A\ ~ ~ 14 ’ ¢/ \
Aet d¢ &) kat TobTo TpooamoderyBijval oo, daluwy Tjpwos kat
Puxiis T kaT ovolav diapépel 1) kaTa dlvauw 1) Evépyela;

Emdnreis yap 7{ 70 yvddpiopa Oeot mapovoias 7 ayyélov 1)
apxayyé\ov 7 daluovos 1 Twos dpyovTos 7 Yuxis.

Kai olrws nuiv kara mv oikelav ekdoTwv Taéw kat 79 am
adT®V 330Ls oikelws dwaxéxpiTal, ovyyevi) Te eiNnpe THY SAnY
amokpLow mePL WV €v Tals empavelas avTav émeltnoas. To-
oadTa 61 odv Nuiv kal Tepl TouTwv elpfjobw.

93 mpos | del. SS
103 7pos feovs | add. SS

68

95

10§

110



2.1 Greek and Latin Fragments and English Translation

to be beneficent and others maleficent?

Let us, then, also give an answer to this: What is it that connects
the corporeal gods in heaven to the incorporeal gods?

And how could they [the corporeal gods, i.e., the heavenly bodies]
be connected to the incorporeal, since they are corporeal?

You [Porphyry] raise the difficulty of how to distinguish the dae-
mons from the visible and the invisible gods, seeing that they [the
daemons] are invisible and that the visible gods are connected to the
invisible gods.

The distinction you [Porphyry] affirm between that which is subject
to passivity and that which isn’t, should be rejected because it suits nei-
ther of the two superior classes of beings, for the reasons stated above.
In addition, your distinction deserves to be rejected because it is de-
bunked by the rituals performed to the gods as exempt from passivity.

Also, you [Porphyry] have to demonstrate how a daemon differs
from a hero or a soul, either according to its essence, its power, or its
activity.

Because you [Porphyry] are seeking how the presence of a god, an
angel, an archangel, a daemon, some archon, or a soul is recognizable.

And so, we [Iamblichus] have properly explained what the members
of each of these orders give, according to their proper order, and have
taken up the response that is akin to all that you have asked about their
manifestations. Those are the things that we had to say about these
matters.
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2.1 Greek and Latin Fragments and English Translation

With regard to the findings about these things that you [Porphyry]
bring forward to us — be they your personal opinions or something
that you have heard from others — they are not true, nor are they well
said. For you say that lauding oneself and bringing about some phan-
tasmagoric apparition is common to the gods, the daemons, and all
superior genera of beings.

When is it that this deception, as you [Porphyry] call it, this self-
praise, happens?

And what you [Porphyry] are now saying, that fabricating fake ap-
paritions and lauding oneself is common to gods and daemons and the
others, messes up all genera of superior beings.

Because, if the failed results of this self-evident proof are such as

you [Porphyry] described them, boastful and deceitful ...

What you [Porphyry] say next, stating that ignorance and deception
are unholy and impure, and calling us to profess the truth about these
things — that does not arouse any contestation, but is admitted by
everybody in the same way.

The other things that you [Porphyry] say have the same meaning,
when you affirm that the knowledge about the gods is sacred and most
helpful, and call the ignorance about what is honorable and beautiful
obscurity and the knowledge thereof light, and posit the former as fill-
ing humans with vices because of their lack of education and audacity,
and the latter as the cause of all goods.

The first thing that you [Porphyry] ask is for someone to explain to
you what it is that takes place in the foreknowledge about the future.

Regarding divination in sleep, this is what you [Porphyry] say: When
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2.1 Greek and Latin Fragments and English Translation

we sleep, we often find out about future things in our dream, not as
being in some kind of agitated ecstasy (for the body is resting) but as
in a trance having lost our self-consciousness.

However, the dreams that are called “sent by the gods” do not hap-
pen in the way that you [Porphyry] are describing.

You [Porphyry] also say that many apprehend the future through
inspiration and divine possession. They are awake, even enough to be
involved in perception, but they aren’t conscious of themselves, or at
least, not in the same way as they were conscious of themselves before.

One must understand what inspiration is and how it takes place. It is
wrongly assumed that it consists of some kind of intellectual impulse
accompanied by daemonic inspiration.

What you [Porphyry] say then is: Some of those who are ecstatic,
hearing the flutes, cymbals, drums, or some melodies, become in-
spired, like those who carry out Corybantic rites, those who are pos-
sessed by Sabazios, and those who revere the Mother of the gods ...

That music is moving and emotive, that [the sound of] flutes in-
stills or heals passions productive of confusion, that music changes the
temperaments of the body and its moods, that some melodies give rise
to Bacchic frenzy while others make it stop, that the differences be-
tween those [melodies] are pitched to each specific mood of the soul,
and that an unstable and restless melody tends to produce ecstasy, like
those of Olympos, and the other claims — it seems to me [Iamblichus]
that these things have nothing to do with inspiration. For they are nat-
ural, human, and the results of our own art. There is nothing divine
manifesting through them at all.

About these things, you [Porphyry] affirm the following: Some
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2.1 Greek and Latin Fragments and English Translation

drink water, like the priest of Apollo Clarius at Colophon, others
sit down at the mouths [of a river], like those who prophesy at Del-
phi, and other again draw mists from the waters, like the Branchidian
prophetesses.

And about this, you [Porphyry] say: Some are standing on signs, as
if they were full of [the inspiration or a spirit] that enters them.

About another kind of divination, you [Porphyry] say this: Some
people are unconscious of themselves in other ways, but divinely pos-
sessed with regard to their imagination. Some of these use darkness
to assist them, others use drugs, others use enchantments and rites of
conjunction. In turn, some make images by means of water, others of
walls, others of the air below the sky, others again of the sun or of
some other heavenly [body].

You [Porphyry] say this about that subject: Some have come up
with the art of chasing the future by means of innards, birds, and
stars. There are many more arts like this, but these should be enough
to show what the entire art of divination looks like.

How many types of divination there are among the Greeks: astrol-
ogy, horoscopy, interpretation of dreams, augury, symbology, through
the stars, by drawing lots, divination by casting bones, throwing things
into the fire, casting lots, animal sacrifice, examining eggs, prodigies,
inspiration, inflowing inspiration, omen, [some inspiration,] rumors,
a movement of panic, observing forms, palm reading, sealed tablets,
sieves, magical basins, what is in bowls, face-to-face invocations, soul-
guiding, statues carried on carts, flutes, [symbols,] cymbals, drums
or any other musical instrument; some [practice divination] through
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2.1 Greek and Latin Fragments and English Translation

Sabazios, by invoking the mother of the gods; others again are divinely
inspired in their imagination; others use darkness as a support; oth-
ers drugs; others sacred chants and rites of conjunction; others make
images in water, others on a wall, others in the air beneath the sky,
others in the sun and other stars in the sky; some [practice divination]
through innards, some through birds, barley, by the natural observa-
tion anticipating the changes of animals and plants, through numbers
and physiognomy. There is also apprehension through inspiration and
apprehension through divine possession.

Famous oracles among these are: the baitylia in the temples, through
rocks thrown at letters, in Egypt [speculative translation]; the byni, a
triangular instrument with six strings used by ceremonial singers in
their revels, played with a plectrum; the virgins of the hearth who
perform sacred rites also say they find tokens of the future through a
fire that is never extinguished; and those who, in Dionysus’s sanctuary,
perform Corybantic rites and enter Corybantic states. In Colophon,
the priest of Apollo Clarius would drink water and tell each person
about the things for which they came to him. In Delphi, the women
sit at the mouths of water and prophesy, and among the Branchidae,
they draw the mists of the waters and pronounce oracles. [Others]
stand on characters and are filled with the inflows, in certain temples
of Apollo. Pythia sits on a three-legged [stool] in an indecent manner
and receives divinatory inflows through her female parts. Many things
[are practiced] in most of the temples: by observing a pitcher or a
rock, or by reading an oracle from a book. And as Porphyry says in his
letter to Anebo: “Most often it’s an impostor who sets to work on the
eagerness of your expectation.”

77



FR. 50

FR. §I

FR. §2

FR. §3

FR. 54

FR. §§

FR. §6

2 Letter to Anebo

Zmets 8¢ TO Nourov mepl Tod TPSTOU THS pavTtelas Tis TE €0TL
Kal oTotos, Ov 70N wev fuels Kowj) Te kal kat dlav eénynod-
ueba, ov 8¢ TpdTOV PEv amodaivy Yvauny TV udrTewy, ws
mavTes dwa Bedv 1) dawudvwr daot Tod uéANovTos Tuyxdvew TS
TPOYVWOEWS, 00dE 0V Te dANOUS €ldévar avTo 7) UOVOUS TOUS
TV €copévawv kuplovs. “EmeiTa damopels el dypt TooouTOU Ka-
TayeTar eis vmpeciav avlpdmwv T Oetov ws w1 okvelv Twas
Kal aAdiropdrTels elvat.

Avyov ... €repos ... ov émayes evllis mepl TV altiwv Tis
pavTikis, e Beos 7 dyyelos 1) daluwy 1) 00TIO0UY TAPEOTL TALS
empavelats 1) pavrelols 1 Tals 0woLALTODY lepals EvepyeLaLs.

00 unv € ye didoper 6 ob mpooéppufias ws opoloyovue-
vov, 6Tt O MUY ENKOLEVOS avayKkals Tals ThS kKAoews TatTa
emiTeNeL.

TFeléd & éywye kal TolTO dkoVwY, ws avTopaTos Tow o Jeos
mdpeoTw fToL da yevéoews meplodov 1) 8 dAAas atTias.

Ed\Syws av mv Sevrépav mapa ool Tihepévny aitioloyiov
mepl TV avTdv amodefaiuela ws 1 Puxn TavTa Aéyel Te kal
pavralerar, kal éoTi TavTNS wAOY €k pukpdv alBvypdTwy eyei-
poueva.

[Ipdrepov pév odv pkpa alvypara dveyelpew évouldv Twes
kat Oeta €v nuiv €dn.

M7’]7TO’T€ olv 6 ’TpLTOV 7Tp00'€67]K(1Q eoTw al\nbéaTepov, ws apa
JULKTOV TL ‘)/L‘)/VETCLL VTO0TAoEWS €1d0s € NuY TE TT)S Puxijs Kal
ééwbev Oelas émumvolas.

78

225

230

235

240



2.1 Greek and Latin Fragments and English Translation

You [Porphyry] then inquire about the nature and mode by which
divination works, which I have already explained in general and in de-
tail. You first relate the opinion of the diviners, who all claim to possess
foreknowledge of the future through gods and daemons, that nobody
apart from the masters of the things to be can know the future. And
then you raise the difficulty of whether the divine humbles itself to
serve humanity, so that some even permit divination through barley.

Another struggle regarding the causes of divination that you [Por-
phyry] bring up right away is whether there is a god, or an angel, or a
daemon, or anything of this kind, present in the manifestations or in
the divinations or in any of the sacred workings.

We [Iamblichus] do not agree to what you bring up, as if there was
a consensus about it, namely, that [a god] who is drawn down by the
coercion in our invocation accomplishes these things.

It makes me laugh when I hear [Porphyry say] that the god presents
himself automatically, either through some periodic generation or
through other causes.

Is it reasonable for us to accept the second causal explanation that
you propose about these things? Namely, that it is the soul that speaks
about these things and imagines them, and that the soul’s passions are
roused from small gleams.

Some think that small gleams rouse divine ideas in us.

Maybe your [Porphyry’s] third proposal is the most plausible one:
namely, that some kind of mixed substantial form emerges from our
soul and some exterior, divine inspiration.
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2.1 Greek and Latin Fragments and English Translation

Then you [Porphyry] say that the soul produces the power to imag-
ine the future through such movements, or that material offerings
bring about daemons through their innate powers, particularly the ma-
terial taken from animals.

The following observations are brought up [by Porphyry] to cast
doubt on the method of divination, and, going further, they try to
subvert it altogether. Let us then also divide this topic according to
these two matters. We shall first solve the first one: When we sleep,
we sometimes apprehend the future without any efforts, whereas, when
we make such efforts in a waking state, we often do not apprehend it.

But then, when you [Porphyry] attempt to define the mode of div-
ination, you destroy it completely. Because if a passion of the soul is
established as its cause etc.

Let us then also look at the evidence for your [Porphyry’s] opinion.
The fact that the senses are overtaken suggests the opposite of what
you say, because it is a sign that no human imagination whatsoever is
aroused. The vapor of the offerings is related to the god and not to the
soul of the initiate. The invocations do not give rise to inspirations of
the mind or to bodily passions in the person who receives [the div-
ination], because they are unintelligible and unspeakable and spoken
in a manner intelligible only to the god who is invoked. And the fact
that not everyone but especially the more simple-minded and younger
ones are fitter [for inspiration] shows that they are readier to receive
the spirit coming from the outside and possessing them. On this basis,
you inappropriately speculate that inspiration is some kind of passion,
because it streams in through these signs, from the outside, like an
insufflation.

After this, he [Porphyry] tumbles from divine derangement into
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2.1 Greek and Latin Fragments and English Translation

the pathological ecstasy of the mind, making the nonsensical claim
that the mania by which one is affected in sickness is the cause of
divination. For you align enthusiasm with the excesses of black bile
(since it resembles it), with the aberrations of drunkenness, and with

the rage spread by rabid dogs.

When you [Porphyry] speak of divine derangement, cast aside all
human errors right away. And when you put forward priestly sobriety,
don’t take human sobriety into consideration, as if it were close to the
former kind. Don’t compare divine imaginations to the sort of effu-
sions affecting the body in sickness, or to the imaginations caused by
diseases. For what do they have in common with each other? Also, do
not liken the intermediary states situated between sobriety and ecstasy
to the sacred visions of the gods, that are determined by one activ-
ity. But also, don’t confuse the imaginations fabricated with magic art
with the most lucid contemplations of the gods, because they don’t
have the activity, substance or truth of what is seen and only offer
mere apparitions, which are, at best, appearances.

And one mustn’t say that nature, art and the sympathy between the
parts of one living being, so to speak, allow for prognostications of
some things by others, nor that bodies are constructed in such a way
that they allow for mutual prognostics.

You [Porphyry], too, bring up clear evidence drawn from the cere-
monies. For when they [the gods] are invoked, they bring along stones
and herbs, they bond sacred bonds and dissolve them, open what is shut
and change the resolutions of those who accept them, so as to bring
about earnest ones from mean ones — all this signifies that inspiration
comes from outside.
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2.1 Greek and Latin Fragments and English Translation

Rather, he [Porphyry] thinks, they come from the outside, because
[these people] use stones and herbs to bind together certain people,
open closed doors, and work other such wonders.

This, too, we examined earlier on. But what you [Porphyry] put
forward as something that shouldn’t be cast aside, namely, that there
are people capable of producing animated statues ...

But it is said that they [the diviners] observe the revolution of the
heavens and explain whether the divinations will be false or true (de-
pending on which one of the heavenly bodies is revolving with one or
several other ones) and whether the rituals will be vain, or annuncia-
tory, or productive.

For the things that are in every way easily changed and that are
variously altered in their course by external movements so as to end up
ineffective, or prophetic, or auspicious, or perfective, or ever-changing
— how would these things participate even in the smallest portion of
divine power?

In any case, you [Porphyry], too, concede that no god or daemon is
dragged down by these things.

There is an interpretation of the sacred rites that is even worse, im-
puting divination to a kind of treacherous nature capable of assuming
all forms, shifting and acting like gods, daemons, and the souls of the
dead ... The evil spirits can in no way impede or keep the theurgists
away from the goods of the soul. No delusion, no flattery, no enjoy-
ment from vapors, no brute strength can cause trouble in this matter.

Others assume that there is, coming from the outside, a subordi-
nate kind of treacherous nature capable of assuming all forms, shifting
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and acting like gods, daemons, and the souls of the dead, and thus,
of appearing as something good or bad. It cannot engage with real
goods in any way, because these goods depend on the soul; nor can
it know them. But it can play mischievous tricks and come up with
mockery and hindrances against those who pursue virtue, and it is full
of delusion and delights in vapors and flattery.

And this is why he [Porphyry] claims that others believe that there
is a type of being that is obedient, deceptive by nature, capable of
assuming all forms and performing various acts, that imitates gods,
daemons, and the souls of the dead; and [he thinks that] it is this type
of being that is responsible for all those things that seem good or bad.
Furthermore, they [those beings] do not contribute to bringing about
anything really good and they do not even know what it is. Instead,
they give bad advice and make reproaches and sometimes hinder those
who are eager to attain virtue. They are full of audacity and arrogance,
they rejoice in the sacrificial fumes and are captivated by flatteries.

This is the one unsullied, sacred, and truly divine kind of divination.
And contrary to what you claim, I [Tamblichus] don’t need an arbitrator
— be it me or someone else — to know that I should choose that [kind
of divination].

You [Porphyry] are thus bringing up the opinions of the atheists
in vain, who think that all divination is brought to realization by the
evil daemon.

I am deeply worried that, while they [the gods] are invoked as supe-
rior beings, they take orders like inferiors and that, all while expecting
their followers to be just, they willingly commit unjust acts at one’s
command. And although they wouldn’t give heed to the invocations
of someone who is impure because of his sexual life, they do not hesi-
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tate to bring random people to commit unlawful sexual acts. (2) And
they demand that the interpreters of their oracles practice abstinence
from meat, so that they are not tainted by the vapors from the bodies
[of sacrificial victims], while they themselves are very much enticed
by the vapors of the sacrifices. Furthermore, they want the initiate to
never touch a corpse, while most conjurations of the gods are carried
out by means of dead animals. (3) Even more unreasonably, any random
person can use threats to scare into subjection not just some daemon
or soul of the dead, but the Sun King himself, or the Moon, or some
other heavenly body; lying, so that they can be truthful. (4) To say
that one would shatter the sky, bring the secrets of Isis to light, reveal
Abydos’s mystery, bring the bark to a halt, scatter the limbs of Osiris
for Typhon — doesn’t it surpass every excess of stupidity on the part of
the person making such threats without understanding them or being
able to realize them, and every excess of lowness on the part of those
who give in to such vain fears and fantasies, like mindless children? (5)
Nonetheless, the sacred scribe Chaeremon chronicles those [injunc-
tions], as they are frequently recounted among the Egyptians and it
is said that they hold a powerful sway [over the gods]. (6) And what
sense do these prayers have, that proclaim he has arisen from mud, is
seated on a lotus, navigates a boat, alternates between forms according
to the season, changes his shape to match the sign of the Zodiac? They
[the Egyptian diviners] say they have seen him themselves, not know-
ing that what they see is the particular stimulation coming from their
own imagination, projected onto that [the sun]. (7) But if all this is
said symbolically, as symbols of its [the sun’s] powers, they must tell us
their interpretation of these symbols. Evidently, if it were something
that affects the sun, as during an eclipse, it would be visible to all eyes
looking at it. (8) And what is meant by the meaningless names and
the barbaric sounds of the names, that replace those familiar to a per-
son? For when the listener pays attention to the signified, the thought,
which stays the same, is sufficient as a reference to [the signified thing],
independent of the name. (9) For the invoked [god] is not born Egyp-
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A. Melius sapuit iste Porphyrius, cum ad Anebontem scripsit Ae-
gyptium, ubi consulenti similis et quaerenti et prodit artes sacrilegas
et euertit. B. Et ibi quidem omnes daemones reprobat, quos dicit ob
inprudentiam trahere humidum uaporem C. et ideo non in aethere,
sed in aere esse sub luna atque in ipso lunae globo; D. uerum tamen
non audet omnes fallacias et malitias et ineptias, quibus merito move-
tur, omnibus daemonibus dare. Quosdam namque benignos daemones
more appellat aliorum, cum omnes generaliter inprudentes esse fatea-
tur. E. Miratur autem quod non solum dii alliciantur victimis, sed
etiam compellantur atque cogantur facere quod homines volunt; F. et
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tian, and if he were, he would still not use the Egyptian language, nor
would he use any human language at all. Either all these things are
magic artifices and obfuscations that come from what we ascribe to
the divine, depending on our sensations; or [the divine] escapes our
notice completely, because our thoughts about it are so opposed to its
actual nature. (10) Having said this, he [Porphyry] replies again to the
Egyptian: “If some gods are not subject to passivity and others are,
to which, as it is said, ithyphalli are presented by those [priests] and
obscenities are expressed, the invocations to the gods will be vain, the
calls for help, the atonements against their anger, the sacrifices, and,
to an even higher degree, the so-called coercions of the gods — for that
which is not subject to passivity cannot be invoked, constrained, or co-
erced. (1) And he [Porphyry] then adds: They practice wisdom in vain,
if they disturb divine intelligence to find a slave who escaped, to buy
some field, for a marriage, or simply for business. But if this doesn’t
matter to them, and if its [wisdom’s] followers, speak most truly about
other things, but have nothing coherent or reliable to say about happi-
ness, then [their invocations] were neither to gods nor good daemons
but to the one called “deceiver.”

A. This Porphyry knows better. Writing to Anebo the Egyptian,
he pretends that he is inquiring and raising questions, although he is
overturning and subverting the sacrilegious techniques. B. He rejects
all daemons, stating that they drag along humid vapors due to their ig-
norance and reside, C. not in the ether, but in the air under the moon
and in the sphere of the moon. D. Admittedly, he does not dare to
attribute all deceptions, wickedness, and absurdities — by which he is
rightfully scandalized — to all daemons. Following the practice of oth-
ers, he calls some daemons benign but admits that generally, they are
all ignorant. E. He is surprised that the gods are not only enticed by
sacrificial victims but are even urged and compelled to do what humans
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si corpore et incorporalitate dii a daemonibus distinguuntur, quo modo
deos esse existimandum sit solem et lunam et visibilia cetera in caelo,
quae corpora esse non dubitat; G. et si dii sunt, quo modo alii benefici,
alii malefici esse dicantur; H. et quo modo incorporalibus, cum sint
corporei, coniungantur. I. Quaerit etiam veluti dubitans, utrum in div-
inantibus et quaedam mira facientibus animae sint passiones an aliqui
spiritus extrinsecus veniant, per quos haec valeant; et potius venire
extrinsecus conicit, eo quod lapidibus et herbis adhibitis et alligent
quosdam, et aperiant clausa ostia, vel aliquid eius modi mirabiliter op-
erentur. J. Unde dicit alios opinari esse quoddam genus, cui exaudire
sit proprium, natura fallax, omniforme, multimodum, simulans deos et
daemones et animas defunctorum, et hoc esse quod efficiat haec om-
nia quae videntur bona esse vel praua; ceterum circa ea, quae vere bona
sunt, nihil opitulari, immo vero ista nec nosse, sed et male conciliare
et insimulare atque inpedire nonnumquam virtutis sedulos sectatores,
et plenum esse temeritatis et fastus, gaudere nidoribus, adulationibus
capi, K. et cetera, quae de hoc genere fallacium malignorumque spiri-
tuum, qui extrinsecus in animam veniunt humanosque sensus sopitos
vigilantesque deludunt, non tamquam sibi persuasa confirmat, sed tam
tenuiter suspicatur aut dubitat, ut haec alios asserat opinari.

L. Difhicile quippe fuit tanto philosopho cunctam diabolicam soci-
etatem vel nosse vel fidenter arguere, quam quaelibet anicula Chris-
tiana nec cunctatur esse, et liberrime detestatur. Nisi forte iste et ip-
sum, ad quem scribit, Anebontem tamquam talium sacrorum praeclaris-
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2.1 Greek and Latin Fragments and English Translation

want. F. And if it is by virtue of the body and bodilessness that gods
differ from daemons, how could one think that the sun, the moon and
the other indisputably corporeal things in the sky are gods? G. And
if they are gods, how can some be considered beneficent and others
maleficent? H. And how can they be connected, as corporeal beings,
with incorporeal beings? I. Pretending to be uncertain, he [Porphyry]
asks whether diviners and thaumaturges are capable of performing such
acts because of way that their soul is affected or because of spirits com-
ing from the outside through which their [rituals] are efficacious. He
contends instead that they must come from outside because they use
stones and herbs to bind people together, to open closed doors, and
to perform other such miraculous deeds. J. And this is why he claims
that others believe there is a type of being that is obedient, deceptive
by nature, capable of assuming all forms and performing various acts,
that imitates gods, daemons, and the souls of the dead; and [he thinks
that] it is this type of being that is responsible for all those things that
seem good or bad. Furthermore, [they believe that] they do not con-
tribute to bringing about anything really good and they do not even
know what it is. Instead, they give bad advice and make reproaches and
sometimes hinder those who are eager to attain virtue. They are full
of audacity and arrogance, they rejoice in the sacrificial fumes and are
captivated by flatteries. K. He does not validate these and the other
aspects of this type of deceptive, malicious spirit that penetrates the
soul from outside and that deludes people whose senses are asleep or
awake, as if he were persuaded by them, but he raises subtle suspicions
and doubts against them, so much that he declares it is others who

think these things.

L. It must have been difficult for a philosopher of this rank to un-
derstand such diabolic society or to oppose it arduously — a society that
any old little Christian woman would have rejected and hated whole-
heartedly. It could be the case that he is afraid of offending Anebo, to
whom he is writing as if he were a most illustrious priest of such ven-
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simum antistitem et alios talium operum tamquam divinorum et ad

deos colendos pertinentium admiratores verecundatur offendere. M.
Sequitur tamen et ea velut inquirendo commemorat, quae sobrie con- 440
siderata tribui non possunt nisi malignis et fallacibus potestatibus. Quaerit
enim cur tamquam melioribus inuocatis quasi peioribus imperetur, ut
injusta praecepta hominis exsequantur; N. cur adtrectatum re Veneria

non exaudiant inprecantem, cum ipsi ad incestos quosque concubi-

tus quoslibet ducere non morentur; O. cur animantibus suos antistites 445
oportere abstinere denuntient, ne uaporibus profecto corporeis pollu-
antur, ipsi vero et aliis uaporibus inliciantur et nidoribus hostiarum,

P. cumque a cadaveris contactu prohibeatur inspector, plerumque illa
cadaveribus celebrentur; Q. quid sit, quod non daemoni vel alicui an-

imae defuncti, sed ipsi soli et lunae aut cuicumque caelestium homo 450
vitio cuilibet obnoxius intendit minas eosque territat falso, ut eis ex-
torqueat veritatem. Nam et caelum se conlidere comminatur et cetera
similia homini inpossibilia, ut illi dii tamquam insipientissimi pueri
falsis et ridiculis comminationibus territi quod imperatur efficiant. R.
Dicit etiam scripsisse Chaeremonem quendam, talium sacrorum vel 455
potius sacrilegiorum peritum, ea, quae apud Aegyptios sunt celebrata
rumoribus vel de Iside vel de Osiri marito eius, maximam vim habere
cogendi deos, ut faciant imperata, quando ille, qui carminibus cogit,

ea se prodere vel euertere comminatur, ubi se etiam Osiridis mem-

bra dissipaturum terribiliter dicit, si facere iussa neglexerint. S. Haec 460
atque huius modi uana et insana hominem diis minari, nec quibusli-

bet, sed ipsis caelestibus et siderea luce fulgentibus, nec sine effectu,

sed violenta potestate cogentem atque his terroribus ad facienda quae
voluerit perducentem, merito Porphyrius admiratur; T. immo uero sub
specie mirantis et causas rerum talium requirentis dat intellegi illos 465
haec agere spiritus, quorum genus superius sub aliorum opinatione de-
scripsit, non, ut ipse posuit, natura, sed vitio fallaces, qui simulant deos

et animas defunctorum, daemones autem non, ut ait ipse, simulant, sed
plane sunt. U. Et quod ei videtur herbis et lapidibus et animantibus

et sonis certis quibusdam ac vocibus et figurationibus atque figmen- 470
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erable rites, and the admirers of seemingly divine arts dedicated to the
adoration of the gods. M. But he continues and, under the pretense
of investigating them, he brings up things that can only be attributed,
under close scrutiny, to malicious and deceptive powers. He asks why
higher beings are invoked and ordered to carry out the unjust orders
of a human person as if they were inferior; N. why they do not obey
a person sullied by sexual acts who beseeches them, while they don’t
hesitate to lead people to impure sexual unions of any kind whatso-
ever; O. why they require their priests to abstain from living beings
— no doubt to avoid being sullied by the vapors of the bodies — while
being enticed by other vapors and smells of burnt offerings; P. why
celebrations usually involve cadavers although it is forbidden for the
initiate to touch cadavers; Q. why a person indulging in any vice what-
soever is capable of intimidating not some daemon or the soul of a
deceased, but the sun, the moon, or some other heavenly being with
false threats, so as to extort the truth from them. They [the priests]
furthermore threaten to make the sky collapse and other things that
are impossible for humans, scaring the gods with false and ridiculous
menaces like mindless children and making them execute the orders
they receive. R. He says that Chaeremon, an expert of these sacred
— or should I rather say sacrilegious — rites, writes about the well-
known celebrations that are held for Isis or for her husband Osiris
that they have great power to capture the gods and make them exe-
cute orders, when the person who uses incantations threatens them
with revealing or subverting [those celebrations] and affirms that he
will disperse Osiris’s limbs if they fail to carry out the orders. S. Por-
phyry is rightfully surprised that a man can bring forward such vain
and insane threats against the gods — not just any gods, but against
the celestial ones, who emit the sidereal light; and not in vain but co-
ercing them with great violence and terrorizing them to bring them
to execute his wishes. T. But he [Porphyry] pretends to examine and
inquire about the causes of such things, allowing one to think that
they are caused by the spirits whose kind he has described above, with
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tis, quibusdam etiam observatis in caeli conversione motibus siderum
fabricari in terra ab hominibus potestates idoneas variis effectibus exse-
quendis, totum hoc ad eosdem ipsos daemones pertinet ludificatores
animarum sibimet subditarum et voluptaria sibi ludibria de hominum
erroribus exhibentes. V. Aut ergo re vera dubitans et inquirens ista Por-
phyrius ea tamen commemorat, quibus conuincantur et redarguantur,
nec ad eas potestates, quae nobis ad beatam vitam capessendam favent,
sed ad deceptores daemones pertinere monstrentur; aut, ut meliora de
philosopho suspicemur, eo modo voluit hominem Aegyptium talibus
erroribus deditum et aliqua magna se scire opinantem non superba
quasi auctoritate doctoris offendere, nec aperte adversantis altercatione
turbare, sed quasi quaerentis et discere cupientis humilitate ad ea cog-
itanda convertere et quam sint contemnenda vel etiam devitanda mon-
strare.

W. Denique prope ad epistulae finem petit se ab eo doceri, quae sit
ad beatitudinem via ex Aegyptia sapientia. X. Ceterum illos, quibus
conversatio cum diis ad hoc esset, ut ob inveniendum fugitivum vel
praedium comparandum, aut propter nuptias vel mercaturam vel quid
huius modi mentem divinam inquietarent, frustra eos videri dicit coluisse
sapientiam; Y. illa etiam ipsa numina, cum quibus conversarentur, etsi
de ceteris rebus vera praedicerent, tamen quoniam de beatitudine nihil
cautum nec satis idoneum monerent, nec deos illos esse nec benig-
nos daemones, sed aut illum, qui dicitur fallax, aut humanum omne
commentum.
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reference to other authors’ opinions. These spirits, that imitate gods
and the souls of the deceased, are not, as he notes, deceptive by na-
ture but by corruption, and they don’t imitate daemons, as he says,
but are daemons. U. And when he considers that humans can create
powers capable of achieving various effects with herbs, stones, animals,
distinctive sounds and words, fabricated images, and by observing the
movements of the celestial bodies in the revolution of the heavens —
all this pertains to those same daemons that subdue souls and mess
with them, joyfully turning human mistakes into a laughingstock. V.
Or else, Porphyry is actually raising doubts and questions, mention-
ing only the things in which he can find errors and to which he can
object, showing that these things don’t help us attain beatitude but
clearly pertain to the deceptive daemons. Or else, aiming to make us
think more highly of the philosopher, he wanted to avoid offending
the Egyptian man who had fallen into such errors and thought he had
some great knowledge, using the unpretentious authority of a learned
man; and not disturb him by having an open debate with an opponent.
Instead, he presents himself as someone who inquires with humility
and wants to know more, trying to lead him to worthwhile ideas and
bring him away from condemnable or devious ideas.

W. Then, at the end of the letter, he asks to be taught the way to
beatitude based on Egyptian wisdom. X. He thinks that they cultivate
wisdom in vain who converse with the gods to find a fugitive or to buy
an estate, or for a wedding or a trade, or who bother the divine intellect
for other such things. Y. And even if their divine interlocutors make
correct claims about other things, if those divinities have nothing wise
or helpful to say, they cannot be gods or good daemons. They can
only be either the daemon they call “deceitful,” or a fabrication of the
human mind.

I [Iamblichus] am deeply worried that, while they [the gods] are
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2.1 Greek and Latin Fragments and English Translation

invoked as superior beings, they take orders like inferiors.

He [Porphyry] says: It worries me deeply that those invoked as su-
perior take orders as if they were inferior.

He [Porphyry] asks why, as they are invoked as higher beings, they
are being controlled as if they were inferior ...

All while expecting their follower to be just, they willingly commit
unjust acts at one’s command.

And what do we say about the next question of why the invoked
expect their follower to be just, while they themselves willingly commit
unjust acts at one’s command?

... 80 as to carry out the unjust orders of a human ...

And although they wouldn’t give heed to the invocations of someone
who is impure because of his sexual life, they do not hesitate to bring
random people to commit unlawful sexual acts.

You then raise another question, asking next why they wouldn’t give
heed to the invocations of someone who is impure because of his sexual
life, they willingly bring random people to commit unlawful sexual
acts.

... why they don’t give heed to a person sullied by sexual acts who
beseeches them, even if they themselves don’t hesitate to lead people
to impure sexual unions ...

Next, you raise a question that concerns something common to

practically all humans, both those who spend time cultivating them-
selves and those inexperienced in intellectual practices: the question
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2.1 Greek and Latin Fragments and English Translation

of sacrifices. What is their use or power with regard to the “All” and
the gods, and why are these offerings presented as applicable to those
they celebrate while also providing benefits to the ones making the of-
ferings? There is another contradiction here: namely, that the priests
have to abstain from living creatures so that the gods are not tainted by
the vapors of animals — but then, on the contrary, they are especially
enticed by the vapors from living beings.

And they demand that the interpreters of their oracles practice ab-
stinence from meat, so that they are not tainted by the vapors of the
sacrifices, while they themselves are very much enticed by the vapors
of the sacrifices.

... why they proclaim that they want their priests to abstain from
living beings — probably to avoid being sullied by the vapors of the
bodies — but they themselves take pleasure in other vapors and smells
of burnt offerings ...

This is a vast question, and you [Porphyry] are inquiring about vast
things. How could I answer you briefly and sufficiently, when the an-
swer requires a difficult and long investigation?

This is much truer and befits the essence and power of the gods
more than what you [Porphyry] assume when you say that they are

enticed by the vapors coming from animal sacrifices.

They themselves are very much enticed by the vapors of the sacri-
fices.

... and by other vapors and odors of sacrifices ...

Now is the time for me [Iamblichus] to go over to the next difficulty
that you propose. Why in the world would an initiate, you say, need to
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2.1 Greek and Latin Fragments and English Translation

be pure from any contact with a corpse, while most of the conjurations
of the gods are carried out by means of dead animals?

They want the initiate to never touch a corpse, while most conjura-
tions of the gods are carried out by means of dead animals.

... why celebrations involve cadavers although it is forbidden, for the
epopt, to touch cadavers ...

It is not, as you think, to the sun, the moon, or to other heavenly
bodies that humans extend [their prayers].

Even more unreasonably, any random person can use threats to scare
into subjection not just some daemon or soul of the dead, but the Sun
King himself, or the Moon, or some other heavenly body; lying, so
that they can be truthful.

... why a human person intending to harm someone intimidates the
sun, the moon, or some other heavenly being with false threats, so as
to extort the truth from them, instead of a daemon or the soul of a
deceased.

As for our examination in itself of how divination with sacred ani-
mals such as hawks is accomplished, we [Iamblichus] affirm that the
gods never attend the use of bodies treated in such a way.

As for the violent threats, as you [Porphyry] say, the vast number of
them present the following divisions, according to their various types:
to shatter the sky, or bring the secrets of Isis to light, or reveal Abydos’s
mysteries, bring the barque to a halt, scatter the limbs of Osiris for
Typhon, or to threaten to do some other thing.
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2.1 Greek and Latin Fragments and English Translation

To say that one would shatter the sky, bring the secrets of Isis to
light, reveal Abydos’s mystery, bring the barque to a halt, scatter the
limbs of Osiris for Typhon — doesn’t it surpass every excess of stupidity
on the part of the person making such threats without understanding
them or being able to realize them, and every excess of lowness on the
part of those who give in to such vain fears and fantasies, like mindless
children? Nonetheless, the sacred scribe Chaeremon chronicles those
[injunctions], as they are frequently recounted among the Egyptians,
and it is said that they hold a powerful sway [over the gods].

They [the Egyptian diviners] furthermore threaten to make the sky
collapse and other things that are impossible for humans, so as to scare
the gods with false and ridiculous menaces, like mindless children, and
make them execute the orders they receive. He says that Chaeremon,
an expert of these sacred — or should I rather say sacrilegious — rites,
writes about the celebrations that are commonly held for Isis or for
her husband Osiris that they have great power to capture the gods and
to make them execute orders, when the person who uses incantations
threatens them of revealing or subverting [those celebrations] and af-
firms that he will disperse Osiris’s limbs if they fail to carry out the
orders. Porphyry is right to be surprised that a man can bring forward
such vain and insane threats against the gods — not just any gods, but
against the celestial, who emit the sidereal light, and not inefficaciously,
but coercing them with great violence and terrorizing them to bring
them to execute his orders.

You [Porphyry], too, hear now about the Egyptian way of inter-
preting symbols intellectually, leaving aside the image of the symbols
that come from imagination and rumor, and raising yourself to the
intellectual truth.

... mud ... he appeared from [the corporeal things mud symbolizes]
seated on a lotus ... he navigates a boat ... assuming forms according
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2.1 Greek and Latin Fragments and English Translation

to the sign of the zodiac and changing shape according to the hour.

But as those who receive the indivisible gift from the god each re-
ceive it in a different way and are gifted the manifold powers of the sun
in accordance with their inherent dispositions, the symbolic teaching
aims therefore to manifest the one god through a multiplicity of gifts
and establish his one power through a multitude of powers. This is
why he is said to be one and the same. Changing shape and assuming
forms is something he does for the sake of those who receive — and
this is why he says that it [the sun] changes according to the sign of
the zodiac and the hour — as they [those powers] form a variegated
plurality according to the many ways that the god is received.

And what sense do these prayers have, that proclaim he has arisen
from mud, is seated on a lotus, navigates a boat, alternates between
forms according to the season, changes his shape to match the sign
of the Zodiac? They say they have seen him themselves, not know-
ing that what they see is the particular stimulation coming from their
own imagination, projected onto that [the sun]. But if all this is said
symbolically, as symbols of its [the sun’s] powers, they must tell us
their interpretation of these symbols. Evidently, if it were something
that affects the sun, as during an eclipse, it would be visible to all eyes
looking at it.

This is why he says he is one and the same.

What is the point of those meaningless names? Why do we prefer
barbaric designations to those familiar to a person?

You say that a person who hears pays attention to the signified, so

that the thought, standing by itself, is sufficient, no matter what the
name is ...
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2.1 Greek and Latin Fragments and English Translation

... that the invoked is either Egyptian or using the Egyptian lan-
guage.

And what is meant by the meaningless names and the barbaric
sounds of the names, that replace those familiar to a person? For when
the listener pays attention to the signified, the thought, which stays
the same, is sufficient as a reference to [the signified thing], indepen-
dent of the name. For the invoked [god] is not born Egyptian, and if
he were, he would still not use the Egyptian language, nor would he
use any human language at all.

All these things are neither magic artifices, nor disguises for our
passions by means of attributions to the divine. And we do not establish
ideas about the divine that contradict its inherent dispositions. We
remain within the laws of the sacred rituals determined by those who
first discovered its [the divine] truth, and in accordance with its actual
nature.

Either all these things are magic artifices and obfuscations that come
from what we ascribe to the divine, depending on our sensations; or
[the divine] escapes our notice completely, because our thoughts about
it are so opposed to its actual nature.

Moving on from these things, you [Porphyry] say that you want
to be taught what the Egyptians think about the first cause, whether
it is an intellect or beyond any intellect, whether it is alone or ac-
companied by one or several other beings, whether it is incorporeal
or corporeal, whether these [causes] are inherent to the demiurge or
exist before him, whether all things come from the One or from the
Many, and whether they know matter or primordial, qualified bodies,
and [whether] it is uncreated matter or just created matter.
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Once we have thus analyzed these matters, the solution to those that
you [Porphyry] claim to have found in the texts will also be clear.

Chaeremon and the others who have sought the first causes of the
world have expounded only the lowest causes. And those who teach
about the planets, zodiac signs, decans, and horoscopes, and those
whom they call powerful and leaders, uncover only fragmentary di-
visions of the principles. What is written in the Salmeschiniaca contain
only a small fraction of the hermetic ordinances ... Among the causal
analyses of the Egyptians, the appearances and disappearances of the
stars and the waxing and waning of the moon take the last rank.

They [Chaeremon and the others] presupposed that there is a fore-
father of generated things who acts as a demiurge, and they assume
a life-giving power before heaven and in heaven. You [Porphyry] say
that most of the Egyptians make our self-determination depend on
the movement of the stars. Against the difficulty that you raise, it is
not by the inextricable links of necessity — which we call fate — that all
things are bound. And we don’t make fate depend on the gods that we
venerate through temples and statues as liberators of fate.

Charaemon and the others don’t think that anything else exists
before the visible world. They posit [the gods of the] Egyptians in
the first rank and don’t admit any other gods than those called plan-
ets, those constituting the zodiac and those that rise with them, the
decans’ divisions, the horoscope, those called powerful leaders, those
whose names have been passed on through the Almanacs along with
the cures of sicknesses, the rising and setting of the sun and the predic-
tion of the future. For he saw that those who claim that the sun is the
demiurge also twist the story of Osiris and Iris and all sacred myths to
point to the stars, the appearances, disappearances and risings that they
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2.1 Greek and Latin Fragments and English Translation

undergo, interpreting them with reference to the waxing and waning
of the moon, to the course of the sun, or the dome of night or of day,
or the [Nile] River and thus reduce all things to nature and nothing
to incorporeal and living substances. Most of them make what comes
from us depend on the movement of the stars and tie all things by
the inextricable fetters of necessity, which they call fate. They make
all this depend on the gods, which they venerate through temples and
sculptures and other things as the only liberators from fate.

How could it possible to free oneself through the orbiting gods,
while also considering them as lords of fate and as those who bind
lives with inextricable fetters?

What you [Porphyry] quote from the Homeric poems, that the gods
can be swayed, is an irreverent thing to say.

It is not fair, on your [Porphyry’s] part, to isolate a very small ele-
ment — the master of the house [the dominant planet] — and to focus
your questions on it. And here you just move away from the subject and
from finding out how the master of the house imparts [a person’s natal
daemon] and how a singular event, emanation, life, or power comes
down from it to us. Instead, you make your argument all about astrol-
ogy, whether it exists or not, and about the discovery of the dominating
planet, whether it is possible or not.

You [Porphyry] say that he is happy who, having learned the astral
aspect of his own birth, has recognized his own personal daemon and

averted his own fate by sacrifices.

Even if those things have been said mistakenly, they are not entirely
irrelevant. However, the following difficulties concerning the enumer-
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2.1 Greek and Latin Fragments and English Translation

ation of the astrological tables and the knowledge of horoscopes —
namely, that these matters are unverifiable — pose no difficulty in the
present context. Whether these techniques are intelligible or unveri-
fiable, it is the emanation of the stars that provides a daemon, inde-
pendently of our knowledge thereof. The gods’ divination can teach
us about the stars in the most truthful way, and we do not need the
enumeration of tables or astrology at all.

I think that your appeal to the impossibility of astrological knowl-
edge on the ground of there being dissensions about it or of Chaere-
mon or others contradicting it, is unfair.

You say in the text of your [Porphyry’s] letter that they [the as-
trologists] are close to admitting that grasping the planet dominating
generation (or the dominating planets, if there are more than one) is
impossible, and yet they uphold that it is through them that one can
learn about one’s own daemon.

On this basis, I [Iamblichus] can also easily give you an answer to
the following question. He [the personal daemon] does not direct any
particular part of our being but quite simply all parts simultaneously,
and he directs the very principle of our self-determination, as he is
allotted based on all orders of beings that constitute the whole. And
you, too, make an argument about the daemons presiding over the
parts of the body, that maintain its health, form, and condition, and
about the one leader presiding over them all together, thus showing
that the presidency over everything in us depends on one daemon.

Do not distinguish between the daemon of the body, that of the
soul, and that of the mind. It would be absurd if the living being were

one thing while the presiding daemon had different forms.

You [Porphyry] also assume an opposition between the good and
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2.1 Greek and Latin Fragments and English Translation

bad [daemons], although the bad ones never have a leading role and
aren’t opposed, as if they had the same dignity, to the good ones.

Moving away from this, you [Porphyry] next slip into philosophical
considerations and mess up the whole theory of the personal daemon.
For if he is a part of the soul, like the intellectual part, and if one
attains happiness by having a prudent mind, then there will be no order
better than the daemonic one to transcend the human order through
its superiority.

You [Porphyry] then mention another problem about the personal
daemon. Some people venerate the daemon as two, some as three ...
Why does everybody use the same invocation to invoke him?

One last matter remains: that of happiness, which you [Porphyry]
have examined in many different ways, beginning with observations,
then raising difficulties, and after that, making it an interrogation. We
shall now set up each of the points as you brought up and give you an
appropriate answer. [First,] you observe that we might have overlooked
some other path to happiness.

Then, at the end of the letter, he [Porphyry] asks to be taught the
way to beatitude based on Egyptian wisdom.

Your [Porphyry’s] claim that one should not aim for human rep-
utation is vain. How would one keeping his thoughts focused on the

gods find leisure to seek human praise down here?

The difficulty that you [Porphyry] raise next, that is, that the soul
can conceive great things spontaneously, is not relevant.
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Some call the ministers of the gods impostors and braggarts, and
you [Porphyry] say something similar. But this just doesn’t apply to
real theology or theurgy in any way.

Next, I [Tamblichus] also want to run through your other objections
to divine foreknowledge and your attempt to compare it to other meth-
ods that concern the prediction of the future. For even if there is some
natural ability to predict things that are yet to come, such as the fore-
knowledge among animals of earthquakes, or winds, or thunderstorms
among animals, that leaves me unimpressed. Such an innate form of
divination is the result of [the animals’] sensory acuity, affinity, or
some other concurrent movement of natural forces, but it doesn’t have
anything sacred or supernatural. And if someone uses human reason-
ing or technical observations to infer from certain signs certain things
indicated by those signs (as when physicians can foresee an impend-
ing fever through contractions or shivering), that doesn’t impress me
either or seem good.

Your [Porphyry’s] guess that those who practice this divination see
the future without achieving happiness is not true. All divine fore-
knowledge is good by definition. Nor is it the case that they see the
future but don’t know how to make good use of it.

It’s better if we show you [Porphyry] the way to happiness, as you
asked from us, and where its essence lies.

Then, at the end of the letter, he [Porphyry] asks to be taught the
way to beatitude based on Egyptian wisdom.

The Egyptians have not just passed over this part, as you think,
but they have handed it down in a way befitting the divine. And the
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Ceterum illos, quibus conversatio cum diis ad hoc esset, ut ob in-
veniendum fugitivum vel praedium comparandum, aut propter nuptias
vel mercaturam vel quid huius modi mentem divinam inquietarent,
frustra eos videri dicit coluisse sapientiam; illa etiam ipsa numina, cum
quibus conversarentur, etsi de ceteris rebus vera praedicerent, tamen
quoniam de beatitudine nihil cautum nec satis idoneum monerent,
nec deos illos esse nec benignos daemones, sed aut illum, qui dicitur
fallax, aut humanum omne commentum.
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2.1 Greek and Latin Fragments and English Translation

theurgists do not bother the divine intellect for insignificant reasons
but for what’s expedient for the purification, liberation, and salvation of
the soul. They don’t keep themselves busy with things that are difficult
but of no avail to humans but on the contrary, with things that are most
beneficial to the soul.

There are many disputes among us because people use human rea-
soning to speculate about the Good. If those who have contrived a
union with higher reality have neglected seeking out that part [of the-
ology], then their practice of wisdom is vain ... They practice wisdom
in vain if they disturb divine intelligence to find an escaped slave, to
buy some field, for a marriage, or perhaps for some business. But if
they don’t neglect them, and if its [wisdom’s] followers say the truth
about all other things while having nothing coherent or trustworthy
to say about happiness, then they were [inspired] neither by gods nor
daemons but by him whom they call deceiver.

As for those who converse with the gods to find a fugitive or to buy
a lot, or for a wedding or a trade, or who bother the divine intellect
for other such things, he thinks that those people cultivate wisdom
in vain. And even if those divinities with which they converse make
correct claims about other things, if those divinities have nothing wise
or helpful to say, they cannot be gods or good daemons. They can only
be either him whom they call deceitful, or a fabrication of the human
mind.
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Tam myst I 1 (P 37.3-4=S
28.9-10)

Iam myst I 12 (P 40.14-
16=S 30.23-31.2)

Tam myst I 15 (P 45.8-12=S
34.12-17)

Iam myst I 15 (P 46.9-11=S
35.7-10)

Tam myst I 15 (P 46.15-18=S
35.15-18)

Tam myst I 15 (P 47.11-12=S
36.5-7)

Tam myst I 15 (P 48.13-14=S
36.27-2.8)

Iam praep evang I 16 (P
49.10-11=S 37.16-18)

Tam myst I 17 (P 50.13-16=S
38.12-16)

Iam myst I 18 (P s2.17-
§3.1=S 40.6-8)

Tam myst I 19 (P §7.4-6=S
43.476)

Tam myst I 20 (P 61.11-14=S
46.11-14)

Iam myst I 21 (P 64.13-
65.1=S 48.19-49.1)

Tam myst II 1 (P 67.1-3=S
50.9-12)

Iam myst II 3 (P 70.8-10=S
§2.21-53.2)

Tam myst II 10 (P 90.3-5=S
67.2.4-68.3)
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34  SS29b Tam myst II 10 (P 95.1-3=S
71.21-23)

35 SS30  Iam myst II 10 (P 92.11-
12=S 69.20-21)

36 SS31 Iam myst II 1 (P 95.15-
96.2=S 72.10-15)

37 SS 32, Tam myst II 11 (P ¢8.18-
99.6=S 74.20-27)

38 SS33 Iam myst III 1 (P 99.11-
12=S 75.7-9)

39 SS34  Iam myst III 2 (P 102.14-
103.2=S 77.12-18)

40 SS35 Tam myst III 2 (P 103.8-9=S

77.25-78.1)

41 SS36  Iam myst III 4 (P 109.4-
9=S 82.5-11)

42 SS37  lam mystIII g (P 114.6-7=S
85.25-86.2)

43 SS38  Iam myst III 9 (P 17.13-
16=S 88.14-20)

44 SS38a Iam myst III 9 (P 18.3-
14=S 88.23-89.9)

45 SS39 Tam III 11 (P 123.12-124.1=S
92.21-26)

46 SS40 Iam I 13 (P 129.14-15=S
97.6-8)

47  SS 41 Iam III 14 (P 132.3-8=S
98.24-99.6)

48 SS42  Iam II 15 (P 139.4-8=S
101.5-11)

49 SS43  Joseph of Tiberias, Hy-
pomnesticon 143 (PG 106
160D-163B)3

3Including, as indicated, Saffrey & Segond’s emendations but excluding the numbering.
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SS 44  Iam myst III 17 (P 139.5-
13=S 104.11-22)

SS45  Iam III 18 (P 143.14-17=S
107.21-108.1)

SS46 Iam III 18 (P 145.5-7=S

109.3-6)

SS 47  Iam myst III 19 (P 146.12-
14=S 110.3-6)

SS 48  Iam myst III 20 (P 148.1-
3=S 11.1-5)

SS49  Iam myst IIT 21 (P 150.18-
151.1=S 113.10-12)

SSso  Iam myst III 21 (P 150.3-
5=S 112.19-2.2)

SS 51 Iam III 22 (P 192.6-10=S

114.11-17)

SSs2  Iam III 23 (P 155.1-7=S
116.11-19)

SS g3 Iam III 24 (P 156.5-6=S
117.8-11)

SSs4 Iam myst III (P 157.5-
158.2=S 118.3-21)

SSss  Iam myst IIT (P 158.3-10=S
118.22-119.5)

SSs6  Iam myst III (P 160.5-14=S
120.14-121.7)

SSs7  Iam myst III 27 (P 164.5-
9=S 123.11-16)

SS8  Iam myst IIT 27 (P 166.14-  Aug 731
167.1=S 125.3-11)

SSs9  Iam myst IIT 28 (P 167.10-
11=S 125.18-21)

SS 60  Iam myst III (P 173.8-11=S
130.4-10)

SS 60a  Iam myst III 30 (P. 173.16-
174.5=S 130.16-21)

12§



2 Letter to Anebo

126

68

69

70
71
72

73

74

75

76

77

78

79

SS 61

SS 62

SS 63
SS 63a
SS 64

SS 65

SS 66

SS 67

SS 68

SS 69

SS 70

SS 71

Iam III 30 (P 175.7-9=S
131.14-16)

Tam III 31 (P 175.14-176.1,
178.11-14=S 131.22-27,
133.24-27) CyrAlx Con-
tra Julianem IV 14.7-15
(Riedweg)

Tam III 31 (P 178.16-19=S
134.4-8)

Iam III 31 (P 179.12-14=S
134.20-2.2,)

Eus praep evang V 10, 1-11
(Mras I 242.15-244.16)
Aug civ dei X 111-103
(Dombart-Kalb I, 284.1-
286.103)

Eus praep evang V 7, 3
(Mras I 235.2-3) Tam myst
IV 1 (P 181.2-3=S 135.15-17)
Eus praep evang V 7, 3 and
10, 1 (Mras I 239.3-4 and
242.16-17) Iam myst IV 4
(P 186.6-9=S 139.11-15)

Eus praep evang V 7, 3 and
V 10, 1 (Mras I 235.5-7 and
242.17-19) lam myst IV 11
(P 195.1-4=5 146.3-7)

Tam myst V 1 (P 199.5-15=S
149.5-17) Eus praep evang V
10, 2 (Mras I 242.19-2.1)
Iam myst V 5 (P 205.15-
17=S 153.20-23)

Tam myst V 10 (P 212.2-3=S
158.8-11) Eus praep evang V
10, 2 (Mras I 242.2.0-21)

Aug 73]

Aug 73M

Aug 73M

Aug 73N

Aug 730
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81

82

83

84

85

86

87

88

89

SS 72

SS 73

SS 74

SS 75

SS 76

SS 76a

SS 77

SS 78

SS 79

SS 8o

2.2 Sources of the Fragments

Tam myst VI 1 (P 241.2-=S
179.9-13) Eus V 10, 2 (Mras
1 242.21-243.1)

Tam myst VI § (P 246.3-5=S
183.1-4) Eus praep evang V
10, 3 (Mras I 243.1-4)

Tam myst VI 3 (P 243.2-3=S
180.22-2.6)

Iam myst VI § (P 245.11-
246.2=S  182.19-26) Eus
praep evang V 10, 4-§
(Mras I 243.5-11)

Tam myst VII 2 (P 250.12-
2§3.10,  250.16,  2§L.I2,
2§1.17, 252.10-11, 253.9-10,
2§3.13-294.10=5  186.4-8,
186.9, 186.23-24, 187.2,
187.14, 188.7-9, 188.12-29)
Eus praep evang V 10, 6-7
(Mras I 243.11-18)

Tam VII 3 (P 293.19-254.1=S
188.19-2.0)

Iam myst VII 4 (P 254.14,
256.3-5, 257.1-3, 258.2-3=S
189.9-10, 190.102-11, S
190.26-191.2, S 191.21-22)
Eus praep evang V 10, 8
(243.17-244.1)

Iam myst VII § (P 258.6-
18=S  191.26-192.13) Eus
praep evang V 10, 9 (Mras
I 244.1-4)

Tam myst VIIT 1 (P 260.3-
9=S 193.8-17)

Tam myst VIII 4 (P 265.11-
13=S 196.20-22)

Aug 73P

Aug 73Q

Aug 73QRS
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SS 81

SS 81a
SS 82
SS 83
SS 84
SS 8
SS 86
SS 87
SS 88
SS 89
SS g0
SS g1

SS 92

SS 93

SS 94

Tam myst VIII 4 and 6-7
(P 265.16-266.10, 268.14-
269.19=S  196.26-197.12,
197.17-2.0, 198.22-24,
199.13-15, 199.18-21) Eus
praep evang III 4, 1
(116.12-117.6)

Iam myst VIII 8 (P 271.1-
3=S 200.1-3)

Tam myst VIII 8 (P 271.17-
272.1=S 201.6-8)

Iam myst IX 2 (P 273.17-
274.8=S 202.18-203.4)

Tam myst IX 3 (P 275.1-3=S
203.15-18)

Tam myst IX 3 (P 276.8-
18=S 204.15-27)

Tam myst IX 4 (P 277.1-5=S
205.2-6)

Iam IX 4 (P 278.15-19=S
206.10-16)

Tam myst IX 7 (P 281.4-
15=5 208.6-18)

Iam myst IX 7 (P 281.14-
17=S 208.18-2.1)

Tam myst IX 7 (P 282.2-5=S
208.25-209.2)

Tam myst IX 8 (282.6-11=S
209.3-9)

Iam myst IX 9 (283.1-3 and
12=S 209.14-17 and 210.9-
10)

Tam myst X 1 (P 285.9-
286.3=S 211.13-2.0)

Iam myst X 2 (P 286.12-
16=S 212.4-7)
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2.2 Sources of the Fragments

Tam myst X 2 (P 286.15-
16=S 212.8-10)

Tam myst X 2 (P 287.6-9=5
212.17-21)

Iam myst X 3 (P 287.15-
288.11=S 213.3-19)

Tam myst X 4 (P 289.8-12=S
214.7-12)

Iam myst X § (P 290.7-9=S
214.26-29)

Tam myst X 7 (P. 293.5-6=S
217.1-9) Eus praep evang
X1V 10, 2 (Mras I 286.19-
22) and V 10, 11 (244.12-16)

Aug 73W

Aug 73XY
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3 Philosophy from Oracles

3.1 Greek and Latin Fragments and English
Translation
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3.1 Greek and Latin Fragments and English Translation

3.1 Greek and Latin Fragments and English
Translation

Among the philosophers of our time, there seems to be none so fa-
miliar with daemons and what he calls gods than this one [Porphyry],
who has served as their ambassador and who has much more examined
their activity most meticulously. In his book titled Philosophy from Ora-
cles, he brings together a collection of oracles concerning Apollo, other
gods as well as good daemons, which he chose for himself considering
them sufficient to prove the excellence of his theological theses and
to support what he likes to call “theosophy.” On the basis of these se-
lected oracles that he deems worthy of being remembered, it is right to
investigate the soothsayers and find out what kind of power they have.
Let us first see how the aforementioned man begins his book by swear-
ing that he will tell the truth, stating: “Firm and steadfast is he who
draws his hope for salvation from this as from the sole certainty there
is. It is with such people that you shall share [these oracles] without
diminishing them. I call the gods to witness that I have neither added
nor subtracted anything from the oracular thoughts. The most I did
was to amend corrupted expressions, introduce clarifications, complete
an incomplete verse, or drop what didn’t contribute anything to the
purpose. My aim was to preserve the pure meaning of the text, guard-
ing the sacrilege of changing something more than the punishment for
stealing from the gods. What follows here is a collection containing
a record of various philosophical dogmas, of which the gods have de-
creed that they are true. For a little, we will touch on useful material for
contemplation and to purify one’s life. The usefulness of this collection
will be especially known by those who, in their labor to find truth, have
prayed for a revelation from the gods to find relief from their anxiety
through the trustworthy teaching of [the gods] who speak.”
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Sed in ipso simulacro sicut in ceteris ex assiduis sacrificiis immundi
daemonum spiritus colliguntur. nihil enim operantur victimae et cruor
ex assidua pecorum caede profusus, nisi ut daemonum substantia, qui
diaboli procreatione generantur, ex isto sanguine nutriatur. nam ita
esse Porphyrius, defensor sacrorum, hostis dei, veritatis inimicus, scel-
eratarum artium magister, manifestis nobis probationibus prodidit. in
libris enim quos appellat [lept 77js €x Aoyiwv ¢ihoocodias maies-
tatem ejus praedicans de infirmitate confessus est. in primis enim li-
brorum partibus, id es in ipsis auspiciis, positus dixit: “Serapis vocatus
et intra corpus hominis conlatus talia respondit.” dicant nunc mihi
perditi homines: qui potior est, qui vocat et imperat et includit, an
qui vocatur et paret et, cum venerit in suspicientis hominis corpore,
potestate iubentis includitur? gratias agimus, Porphyri, libris tuis; de-
orum tuorum nobis substantiam prodidisti. didicimus per te quatenus
dii tui hominibus iubentibus serviant. Serapis tuus ab homine vocatur
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3.1 Greek and Latin Fragments and English Translation

Following these introductory statements he goes over to invocations,
ordering that the things he is going to say shall not be divulged to the
many. He then says the following: “And you, exert yourself to not di-
vulge these things publicly nor to throw them out to the uninitiated
for the sake of reputation, profit, or some ill-omened form of flattery.
There would be a danger, not only for you in transgressing the ordi-
nances, but also for me, as I have offered my trust too easily, incapable
of concealing the beneficence. It should be given to those who devote
their life to the salvation of their soul.”

And then he adds the following: “Keep these things hidden — they
are most unspeakable. For the gods haven’t proclaimed them openly
but enigmatically.”

It is through unceasing sacrifices that the impure spirits of daemons
are brought to gather in this very image and in others. The victims and
the blood flowing from the incessant slaughtering of animals do not
accomplish anything, except that this blood nourishes the substance
of the daemons who are born from the devil's procreation. Now, it
was Porphyry the defender of the mysteries, fiend of God, enemy of
truth, master of the wicked arts, who transmitted this for us to openly
approve. In the book that he calls Philosophy from Oracles he proclaims
his [Serapis’s] greatness but also admits his weakness. For in the first
parts of the book, i.e., at the very beginning, he says: “Serapis was
invoked and brought into the body of a man and answered this.” Now,
let the fallen men tell me: Who is more powerful — he who invokes,
commands, and imprisons, or he who is invoked, obeys, and, as he
comes into the body of a man who had raised his thoughts to him, is
imprisoned by the power of that suppliant? We thank you, Porphyry,
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et venit, et cum venerit statim iussus includitur, et loquendi necessitas
nolenti forsitan imperatur.
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3.1 Greek and Latin Fragments and English Translation

for your book, because you have exposed the essence of your gods to
us. You have taught us to what extent your gods serve the humans
who supplicate them. Your Serapis is invoked by a human person and
appears — and when he arrives on command he is imprisoned, and
maybe even coerced to speak against his will.

The aforementioned author writes the following in his book entitled
Philosophy from Oracles, where he protests that the secrets of the gods
mustn’t be divulged, swears and orders that what he is going to say
must be hidden from the many. What are these things? He says that
Pan was Dionysos’s minister and that, as one of the good daemons,
he once appeared to farmhands working in a field. In his goodness,
what could he give them and what could the revelation of something
thoroughly good offer those deemed worthy of experiencing the divine
revelation of the good [daemon]? Did something good happen to the
spectators of this good daemon, or did they obtain a bad daemon,
learning this through experience? Well, our wonderful witness says that
those who were deemed worthy of this good vision were put to death
all at once. He says: “As in other cases, some appear as ministers of
others, as Pan is the minister of Dionysos. Apollo has shown this in
the sanctuary of Didyma the following way. Nine were found dead, and
when the country-dwellers asked for the cause, the god proclaimed:

Pan with the golden horns, minister of Dionysos the terrible,

Strode across the sylvan mountains, holding in his mighty hand

A staff and in his other hand a shrill sounding,

Polished pipe, with which he enticed the Nymphs’ desire.

But the sharp song of the pipe terrified all the

Lumbermen, and the onlookers were struck with terror,

As the raging daemon rose, by his chilling appearance.

A gruesome death would have caught hold of them all.

If Artemis the Huntress, who had kept a dire grudge in her
heart,

137

FR. §



FR.

3 Philosophy from Oracles

o \ \ ’ > ¢/ 4 3 ’ 2
v kal xp1 Alooeal’, va oot yiyvnt’ émapwyos. 8

akikoas ola Tob daiuovos, ob ¢now ayablod, 76 Te oxTua
kat Tas mpafeis o év Bpayyxidais édidafer AmoAwv.

’ \ \ ~ ~ \ ~ ’ ® \

Oéa o1 Kkal TOv Aowmdv Ta yevvaia katoplduata, dv O
€vexa TV ovpdvior amolelouroTes duaTpSny Tv ovv avlpdimois
avtikaT NG EavTo. TavTws dmov xpijy avTovs owdpPoaivns 9o
KaTapyew kal Ta AvolTeli) kal wpélua Tols avlpdmors vmo-

, A oas s e g e
Tifeclat. of 3¢ ToUTwWY uev ovdéV” drove ¢ ola €xkdaivel 6 Ta
appNTOTEPA TV APPNTWY OPEVVKMS KOl TAV ATOPPYTWY
aéwwbels Tijs yvddoews. Tore pev odv Twas v ayaldv TovTwy
dawudvwr ¢nolv épwtikats ndvmabelats vmperetolal, ToTe d¢ o
€Tépovs TupTavols kal avlols kal Onhewdy waTayows yaipew,

5 s 5 ’ ’ \ ’ s \
dANovs & ad maAw pdxais kal moAépots ayardeotat, kal kv-
vyeoios v "ApTeuw kal Tols amo yns kapmols v And:

~ \ \ ” s s ~ \ %5 \ \ > ’
Opqvetv e Tov "Oopw eloére viv v "low kal Tov AmdAw
pavrevealat. TowadTar wv pacw ayaldr dayudvwy al eis dv- o
Opddovs wpéleiat. déxov d¢ kal TouTwy Tas amodeifes:

6 5Q > 5 ’ ~ ~ ’
0vdev év abavdroiot feots mote dia pdratov
ovd’ akpaavtov éefe cogots ‘Exarn Oeopryracs,
aA\’ amo maykpatéporo véov matpoler katoioa
3\ > /. 4 > \ \ ~
atev a\nlely oehayilerar, audt d¢ uijTis 105
éumedos dppﬁKTOLoL EveL )\oy[ocs‘ BeBavia.
860‘ua) d odv kA\iler Henv yap ayecs‘ € ToonVBE
6o0m Puxdoar TaVVTEPTATOV TPKEST KOOLOV.

Kal pnmote dta ToUTO TP(Uopdos Tpuyueps Te kal 1 Yuxn*

138



3.1 Greek and Latin Fragments and English Translation

Hadn'’t left off her fierce anger.
It is her whom you must propitiate if you want her as ally.”

Now you have heard about the appearance of that daemon that they
call “good” and about his deeds, which Apollo disclosed in Dydima.

Look also at the noble successes of the other [daemons], for the
sake of which they gave up their life in heaven, trading it for a life
among humans. Evidently, they should have been a source of prudence
and oftered support and aid to the humans — but they didn’t. Hear
what kind of things were revealed to him who had gone after the most
secret of secrets and who was deemed worthy of receiving knowledge of
unutterable things. He affirms that some of these good daemons have
been defeated by erotic pleasure; others find great joy in drums, flutes,
and women’s chattering, and others again rejoice in battle and war, and
Artemis in hunting, and Demeter in the fruits of the earth. He also
affirms that Osiris still laments Isis and that Apollo gives oracles. Such
is the assistance that the daemons whom they call good can provide to
humans. See now the proofs for this:

“Never among the immortal gods has a proclamation by the
divine

Hecate remained futile or unfulfilled for the wise interpreters of
oracles;

but descending from her father, the all-powerful intellect,

she is ever shining with the light of truth, while around her feet

wisdom remains firmly grounded, with unbreakable words.

Bind me with fetters: for else I would be raptured by a divinity

So powerful as to ensoul even the most remote parts of the
world.

And perhaps this is why the soul has three forms and parts, com-
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3.1 Greek and Latin Fragments and English Translation

prising an irascible and an appetitive part (which is also why she is
invoked for erotic ends).”

In the aforementioned discussion of the Philosophy from Oracles, he
adds the following to his elaborations, saying:

“And they have shown what is prescribed to each of them and how it
applies to each individually, as in the following case, concerning Apollo
at Didyma (the question was whether one should swear to someone
asking for an oath):

The mother of the blessed, the Titan-born Reia, cares for

Flutes and the beating of drums and crowds of women;

Pallas with the beautiful helmet cares for battles and Enyo’s
strife;

Along the forelands with high cliffs, with her dappled dogs,

Artemis born from Leto goes after the roaming animals;

The moist air diffuses tenderly for Hera with the fair voice;

The luxuriant crops, yielding abundant corn, wave to Demeter;

Along the fertile stream of the Nile, Isis from Pharos

Passionately seeks her husband, the handsome Osiris.”

Hear, then, how Apollo teaches us a hymn about himself, that he
composed for himself, narrating how he was born from Artemis on
the island Delos, and how Asclepius was born in Tricca; and Hermes,
he afhirms, was born from Maia. This is also what Porphyry writes in
his Philosophy from Oracles, where he recalls the following oracles:

“Ah, great delight to all mortals,
Springing forth from your pure mother’s
Sacred parturition.”
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3.1 Greek and Latin Fragments and English Translation

He adds:

“But when Leto

Was overcome by labor pain,

Caused by the twin parturition

[Of the infants] within her womb,

The earth stood still, and the sky stood still,
The island froze, the streams froze,

And you sprang forth, prophet Lycorus,
Phoebus, archer,

King of the soothsayers seated on tripods.”

And Asclepius says about himself:

“T have as a god come from holy Tricca. My mother gave birth to
me

In wedlock with Phoebus. I am the king of wisdom,

Experienced in the art of healing, Asclepius. But why do you
ask?”

“And Hermes speaks:

I am whom you called, son of Zeus and Maia,
I, Hermes, have departed from the heavenly king and come

forth.”

In the book that he wrote entitled On Philosophy from Oracles, the
man mentioned above relates the oracles of Apollo, who does not only
command animal sacrifices for daemons and worldly powers but also
requires living sacrifices for the ethereal and heavenly beings. In an-
other book [the Letter to Anebo], the same author affirms that the beings
to which the Greeks offer bloody sacrifices, killing living, brute ani-
mals, are not gods but daemons, and that offering sacrifices to the gods
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3.1 Greek and Latin Fragments and English Translation

is not holy. Listen to the first passages of his text, where he synthesizes
his philosophy from oracles, teaching us what kind of devotion to the
gods Apollo requires. He presents this in the following way, writing:

“Following the foregoing account of religion, we will now examine
what kind of devotion they [the gods] ask for in their oracles. We have
already partially explained this in the context of religion. Here is an
oracle of Apollo, including a distinction between the order of gods:

Give heed to this, my friend, as you walk on this god-given path,

Do not forget about the blessed ones, offering sacrifices

To those on the earth and to those in heaven — to the very rulers

Of the ether and the cloudy air,

To those oceanic and to all those dwelling under the earth:

For all of nature is full of their presence.

I will now sing about the way that one should offer animal
sacrifices

(Engrave my oracle on a writing tablet!)

To the gods on earth and to those in heaven:

Bright ones for those in heaven, resembling earth to those on
earth.

For those on earth, split up sacrifices in three ways:

Bury [the victim] underground and shed its blood into a pit.

For the Nymphs, pour out honey and the Dionysian offerings.

To those that are always flying above the earth

Entirely cover their fire-clad altar with gore,

Throw the cadaver of the bird that you have sacrificed into the
fire.

Churn barley, sanctified by Demeter, with honey,

Add the vapors of incense, and sprinkle barley on it.

If you go to the sands of the seashore, pour the green seawater
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3.1 Greek and Latin Fragments and English Translation

Over the head as you offer your sacrifice, and into the deep-sea
waves

Immerse the whole animal. Having completed all these
sacrifices,

Walk the vast heavenly space of the celestial beings.

Then, for all the astral and ethereal beings

Let the blood gush from the throats and flow around the body
parts

Into pools and dress the limbs as a feast for the gods.

Offer the extremities to the fire and sprinkle the rest [on the
altar].

Saturate with sweet vapors throughout

The streaming air and send your prayers up to them [the gods].”

And just after this, he interprets the oracle, explaining: “This is the
way that sacrifices are carried out, according to the distinction of the
gods established above. For there are subterranean and earthly gods,
and the subterranean are called ‘underground’ and those who are on
the earth are called ‘earthly’ gods. What is common to the classes is
that it is required to offer black quadrupeds as a sacrifice to them. But
the ways that the sacrifice is carried out differ: To those on earth one
sacrifices on an altar, while for the subterranean it is required to have
pits and to bury the corpses one has sacrificed. That quadrupeds are
common to all types, the consulted oracle proclaims:

Quadrupeds are common to earthly as well as subterranean
beings alone.
To the former, the limbs of a young lamb [one should offer].

For the heavenly beings, it is required to sacrifice birds and, as one

burns them entire, to cover the altar with their blood; and birds, too,
for those of the sea. They should be black, and one should plunge
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3.1 Greek and Latin Fragments and English Translation

them into the sea alive. It is said: The birds are for the gods, black
ones for those of the sea, birds for all gods but the earthly ones, black
ones only for those of the sea, white ones, by consequence, for the
others. One must leave the extremities of these white victims to the
heavenly and ethereal beings, while the other parts are to be eaten.
You should only eat from those and not from the rest. Those that he
has called heavenly in his distinction he calls ‘astral’ here. Now, do we
have to interpret the sacrificial symbols, although they are evident to
any intelligent person? Quadrupeds are for the beings of the earth and
land, for like delights in like. Cattle are earthly and therefore dear to
Demeter, who produces light in heaven and, with the sun, fruits on the
earth. ‘Black’: because the earth is dark by nature. ‘Three’: because the
three is a symbol of the corporeal and earth-born. One must sacrifice
on an altar for those on earth because they roam about on earth; for the
subterranean ones, in a pit and grave, where they wander about; for the
others, birds, because everything runs. The ever-flowing water of the
sea is black, hence the sacred offerings must be black, too; and those for
the aerial beings must be white, because air shines, being transparent
by nature. The extremities, being the lightest parts of animals, are
for heavenly and ethereal beings. One must take part in the sacrificial
victims because they are bringers of goods, while the others just prevent
bad things.” That is what can be found in the Philosophy from Oracles of
the wonderful, divine sage.

And then, in the collection of oracles mentioned above, he adds the
following word for word: “They have not only revealed their way of life
to us as well as the other things that we have mentioned. They have
also explained in what things they delight, how they can be conquered,
how they can be coerced, what kind of sacrifice they require, which days
one should avoid [sacrificing], how one should carve statues of them,
in what shape they appear, and where they live. There’s nothing among
the things humans have learned from them that doesn’t honor them.
Among the many arguments for these things, we’ll only put forward a
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3.1 Greek and Latin Fragments and English Translation

few, so as to not make the idea appear unjustified.”

“Hecate explains in this way how they [the gods] have determined

how their statues should be manufactured and what material should

be used:

Carve a statue in a pure way, as I will teach you:

With wild rue make its body and adorn it with

Small animals, domestic lizards.

Churn myrrh, storax, and incense into a mixture

With those animals and go outside, under the crescent
Moon, to complete this rite by praying the following prayer:

And then she puts forth the prayer and teaches how many small

lizards one should use:

I order you to use the number of animals corresponding to my
[threefold] form

And to complete this rite exactly. With sweet bay sprung from
itself

Make my home a dwelling place for me. And if to that statue

You pray frequently, you will be able to see me in your dreams.

And on a different occasion, she revealed another such statue.”

“And they [the gods] have revealed what they think one should

imagine them as, and it is on that basis that the statues are manufac-
tured. Serapis, seeing Pan, says the following about himself:

The god’s bright light has illuminated the dwelling:
For the great god has come to meet me. He saw my
Irresistible power, the rays of my light, stronger than flames of

fire,
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3.1 Greek and Latin Fragments and English Translation

The curls of my hair unfurl from the top of my head unto
My lustrous brows and onto the sacred strands of my beard.

And Pan teaches us a hymn about himself, saying:

I, who was born mortal, pray to
Pan, born a god,

Two-horned, cloven-footed,
Goat-shanked, lascivious.”

And so forth.

And he quotes the following statements that Hecate made about
herself:

“Put all this into execution: my statue should
Resemble Demeter, giver of good fruits,
White-robed, with golden sandals on her feet.

Long serpents creep around the belt,

Crawling stealthily, leaving only pure traces, hanging
From my head to the tip of my feet,

Adorning me, turning hither and thither in coils.

As for the material, she states:
Marble from Paros, or polished ivory.”
And then the same author adds:
“The symbols of Hecate are a three-colored wax statue, composed
of white, black, and red, bearing a whip, a torch, and a sword, and a

serpent around it. Those of Ouranos are the sea-stars that are nailed
on the doors. These are the things that the gods themselves revealed
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3.1 Greek and Latin Fragments and English Translation

in the [oracles]. Pan says:

Drive them away,

Place wax in the flames of fire
With speckled colors:

It should be white and black,
And the light-bringing fire
Should be like igneous charcoal
That scares the hellhounds away,
The terrifying figure of Hecate.
It should bear a torch in its hands
And a punishing sword,

And a coiling serpent should
Tame the maid with its knots,
Restraining the terrifying head
Like a glittering fetter.

And, like its power over daemons,
The whip should snap violently.”

Through these and similar ideas, this illustrious Greek philosopher,
this admirable theologian, this initiate of the mysteries, reveals the
philosophy from oracles containing the secret sayings about the gods.
And yet, he betrays the evil and truly daemonic power’s attempts to
trick humans. For what benefit could humans draw from these corrupt,
magic artifices? How could this engagement with soulless statues please
the gods? What kind of divine power could the shapes of these figures
represent? Would it not be better for us to philosophize than to practice
magic and to recommend going after prohibited things, given that we
are capable of achieving happiness and a blessed life by observing virtue
and philosophy?

As if refuting himself, he [Porphyry] adds the following to his pre- =19
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3.1 Greek and Latin Fragments and English Translation

vious statements:

“In these words Hecate has revealed that they [the gods] like sym-
bolic images and she compares this to what humans like:

What mortal wouldn’t want to be offered images

Of brass and gold and radiant silver?

How could one not like those, if he cares for the things from
above

And gathers them into one, proclaiming the many destinies of
men?

This does not only suggest that such images are dear [to the gods],
but also that, as we have said, they let the representation contain them
like a sacred enclosure. They cannot be brought to earth but can only
be brought to a sacred ground; and it is sacred when it bears the image
of a god. And when it is taken away, the element containing the divine
on earth dissolves.”

I think all this clearly proves that the passionate, earthly daemons
have been caught pretending to be gods. It seems to me that it is a
wise reasoning that has made us turn away from them. You can see
how they can be enclosed in some space by the power of magic efligies
and other such representations.

Following this, hear now how, in the same text, the same author says
the renowned oracles have been abandoned. He states the following:

“Regarding Pytho and Claros — where Phoebus has prophesied —

Oracular voices will make our speech be heard.

Thousands of god-given oracles used to gush forth on the
surface of the earth,
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3.1 Greek and Latin Fragments and English Translation

From fountains, from whirling breezes:

And some of these have sunk into the earthen womb,

The gaping earth, some have come to an end in the centuries
going by.

The sun alone, light of the mortals, still has

The divine waters of Mycale, in the vales of Didyma,

Along the banks of Pytho, under the Parnassus Mountain

And rugged Claros, that rough mouth of Phoebus’s voice.

To the people of Nicaea, he gave the following oracle, saying:

The [oracle of] Pytho can’t recover its babbling speech

Made dim by the long time passing by,

It has thrown the fetters of the silent failure of prophesy around
itself.

Offer prophetic sacrifices, as you are used to, for Phoebus!”

In the first book of his Philosophy from Oracles, Porphyry brings up
his own god and bears witness to the wisdom of the Hebrew people,
together with the other nations celebrated for their intelligence. His
Apollo, who has pronounced this oracle, says the following about it —
and one must pay attention to these indications on sacrifice, which he
adds to the previous proposals, because they are full of divine wisdom:

“Lofty is the way of the blessed ones, and very rough.

First, the bronze gates open,

But the paths remain unutterable.

The first mortals who have talked about this profound matter
Now drink the good water on the banks of the Nile.

The Phoenicians have taught the different ways of the blessed,
And the Assyrians, the Lydians, and the men of the Hebrew

nation.”

And the author adds:
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3.1 Greek and Latin Fragments and English Translation

“Have you heard of the great efforts needed to purify the body
through sacrifice, not to speak of those needed for the redemption of
the soul? The path leading to the gods has bronze gates: It is lofty and
rough. The barbarians have discovered many paths, whereas the Greeks
wandered astray and those who presently constrain [the gods] have also
corrupted it [the path of the gods]. The god attributes the discovery to
the Egyptians, the Phoenicians, the Chaldeans (these are the Assyri-
ans), the Lydians and the Hebrews. In addition to this, Apollo says in
another oracle:

Only the Chaldeans and the Hebrew people have attained
wisdom,

Venerating God purely, as a king born from himself.

And again, when he was asked why they speak about the heavens in
plural number, he gave the following oracle:

The circle of the cosmos is one in everything, but with seven
Zones it revolves on sparkling paths,
And this is what the Chaldeans and admirable Hebrews

Called heavens, moving about on its sevenfold course.”

In the second book of his Philosophy from Oracles, Porphyry proposes
the following oracle about the immortal God:

“Ineffable Father of the immortals, eternal one, teacher of
mysteries,

Master, you ride the heavenly backs of the revolving worlds,

Where your bold strength has established itself

As you oversee all things and listen with fair ears.

Give ear to your children that you have sown in due season!

Beyond the universe and the glittering heaven
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3.1 Greek and Latin Fragments and English Translation

Lies, in transcendence, your immense, eternal, golden might,

Above which you maintain yourself, causing a stir with your
light,

With ever-flowing streams nourishing the poised intellect,

Which gives birth to everything by engendering imperishable
matter

Whose production has raised conjectures since you bound it
with symbols.

From there, the races of the holy kings flow in

Around you, almighty, superior and sole Sovereign of the
mortals

And Father of the blessed immortals. They are separate from you

But were born from you. Sent by you, they

Govern each thing with your primordial intellect and power.

Furthermore, you have created another, third race of kings

That, from far off, lead the day and praise you through songs

And, wanting to carry out your will, sing hither.”

This oracle shows that there are three orders of angels: those that
always attend to God, those that are separate from him and that are
sent out as messengers and servants, and those that are always carrying
his throne. The verse “who lead you everyday” means “always carry
you.” “Sing hither” stands for “sing until now.” The oracle continues:

“You are the father and the shining form of the mother,

And the tender flower of the children. You are the form among
forms,

The soul, the spirit, harmony, and number.”

These things show that the god displays fatherly and motherly af-

fection toward us, and that he condescends to us because of his love for
humans. And he himself becomes human, and like a child or a creature
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3.1 Greek and Latin Fragments and English Translation

of God.
According to Porphyry, [ ... ] has brought forward this oracle:

“Turn your intellect toward God the king and do not busy
yourself

With insignificant spirits on earth. That is what I have to tell
you.”

The same [author] is now going to clarify what kind of power directs
them [the daemons] and explain that the rulers of the evil daemons
are Serapis and Hecate (whereas the divine Scripture says that it is
Beelzebul).

Listen to what he says about this in the Philosophy from Oracles:

“It is not without a reason that we suspect Serapis of leading the evil
daemons, and we do not just assume it on the basis of symbolism but
because all propitiations and the averting of danger happen through
Pluto, as we have shown in the first book. And the god [Serapis] is the
same as Pluto, which is why he rules over the daecmons and offers signs
to drive them away. And it is he who has explained to his devotees
how [daemons] turn into all animals and approach humans. This is
why Egyptians, Phoenicians, and generally all those expert in divine
matters rip up leather straps and smash animals against the ground
before venerating the gods. The priests drive those [daecmons] away by
presenting the spirit or the blood of animals, or by striking the air [with
their hands] to make them go away and let the gods manifest. And a
house is all full of daemons, which is why they purify it and expel those
[daemons] before invoking a god. And the bodies are also full of them
because they delight in certain foods. When we eat, they approach us
and cling to the body, and this is why we use purifications: not chiefly
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3.1 Greek and Latin Fragments and English Translation

for the sake of the gods but for those [daemons] to stay away. They
delight in blood and impurities and find joy therein, entering those
who use those. The vehement desire for a certain thing and the impulse
of a craving spirit are intensified by nothing else than their presence.
They are the ones who force humans to make meaningless sounds and
exhalations through their participation in the pleasure found in those
acts. For when there is an inflow of excessive spirit, or when one’s belly
burns with pleasure, or when desire has inflated it with the impulse of
pleasure, drawing much [air] from outside, then it should be evident
that such daemons are present. Human nature can go as far as this to
find the traps surrounding it, because when the god penetrates [the
human medium], the spirit is amplified immensely.”

These are the things concerning the evil daemons, whose ruler, he
says, is Serapis.

The same author teaches that Hecate rules over them [the dae-
mons], saying:

“Aren’t these the ones over which Serapis rules, and whose symbol is
the three-headed dog, which is the evil daemon in the three elements,
water, earth, and air? The god has them in his hand and keeps them in
check. And Hecate, containing the three elements, rules over them.”

He furthermore says:

“There is one more oracle pronounced by Hecate herself that I want
to bring forward before I conclude the discussion about her:

I am the virgin of many forms, sky-soaring,
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3.1 Greek and Latin Fragments and English Translation

Bull-faced, three-headed, rough, and my arrows are gold.

I am Phoebe the unwedded, Ilithyia who brings light to the
mortals,

I bear the three ciphers of the three elements of nature:

In the ether I make myself visible through fiery reflections,

I ride through the air on a white chariot,

My hounds’ dark race is leading the earth.”

The author clarifies what kind of hounds these are: They are the
evil daemons mentioned in our previous conclusion. That is what he
has to say. We, however, insist with even greater vehemence that the
daemons are truly evil and that, even if most people theorize about
them as gods, they do not bring about anything good.

Their god Apollo (one must see him as comparable to humans and
show to what degree he lacks right thinking) orders offering sacrifices
to the evil daemon, and it is evident that there is no other explanation
than that he is friendly to him. Evil likes what is akin to it. The author
of the Philosophy from Oracles bears witness to this, relating it in the
following words:

“The expounder of the oracles strove eagerly to see with his own
eyes the divine, but Apollo revealed that such a thing is impossible,
unless one pays ransom to the evil daemon. He says:

Pay ransom to the sacred inhabitant of your ancestral land,
Firstly libations, then fire and the dark blood of the
Black wine, and white streams of the ewes’ milk.

And in the same context, he states with even greater clarity:

Spill wine, milk, and beautiful water,
And fruit-bearing branches of the evergreen oak, sprung from
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3.1 Greek and Latin Fragments and English Translation

Zeus,
Lay down entrails and pour out streaming libations on them.

And as he was asked what kind of prayer one should use, he gave
the following answer, without finishing it:

The crown of wicked-minded souls has fallen to the lot of the
daemon,

The one beneath the depths of the sky and above the earth.”

“The gods often reveal that when they proclaim something that they
foresaw, they do so on the ground of their knowledge of the conditions
of a person’s birth. One could say that they are outstanding magicians
and horoscope readers.”

And he attributes the following to Apollo in his oracles:

“Hermes and the Sun should be invoked in the same manner

On the day of the Sun, and the Moon when its day has come,

As well as Cronos, and Rhea, and next Aphrodite,

Using the voiceless invocations that the greatest magician has
found,

The king of the [lyre] with seven chords, whom everyone knows.

And as they said: ‘Do you mean Ostanes?” he added:

Indeed. One must always cry to a god seven times.”

In the second book of his Philosophy from Oracles, Porphyry — who is
always keen on imposture — says that in their oracles, the gods reveal
that when they foretell something to humans, they speak from the

knowledge of the conditions of their birth, since they are outstanding
casters of horoscopes.
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3.1 Greek and Latin Fragments and English Translation

As for the proof of these things, the advocate of the daemons tells
us the following word for word in his book Philosophy from Oracles:

“For what the gods proclaim when they talk about the things that
they know to be determined by destiny, they reveal them through the
movement of the stars, and this is what nearly all truthful gods declare.”

Recognizing that much of the misfortune present among gods also
affects humans, he says that the exact knowledge of the movement of
the stars and the consequences resulting therefrom are ungraspable not
only to humans but also to some of the daemons and gods, or even to
all of them, as he will show further on.

A little further on he says:

“When Apollo was asked what the woman would give birth to, he
observed the time of conception and inferred from the stars that it
would be a girl. He said:

She is born from the paths of the earth, where the rain-thirsty
meadows

Have absorbed the whole draught of the mother,

Who, when enough time had passed, was stirring inside, but it
wasn’t

For a boy but for a girl. For the watchful Phoebe had sown the
pure

Cypris, who had been eager to give birth to your girl, oh friend.

You can see how he announced the birth of a girl because the con-
ception took place when the Moon joined Venus. Illness is also foretold

that way. Listen to this:

Foul poison subdued the chest,
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3.1 Greek and Latin Fragments and English Translation

And made painful distress gush over the lungs.”
And then he adds:

“This is what the purpose of the Fates brought along,
As through evil plight they whipped up a dark strife,
When Saturn, soaring high, went down the way of ill.”

And a little further:

“To make you complete that day of your life’s demise

That grievous bane of men [Mars] hastily sprung in front of
Saturn and shattered the substance of your expectations.
This is why the sacred heart of your divine father

Had cautioned you to flee ill-witted Mars.”

This shows that they [the gods] don’t prophesy through their divine
power but through the observation of the stars according to astrologi-
cal rules. In this regard, they are not different from humans, and what
they do doesn’t present anything greater and belonging to a more di-
vine nature. And see how they take away our freedom, making not only
the things outside of us and independent of us depend on the course
of the stars, but even our own intentions.

“This is what Apollo says about someone, explaining where his ea-
gerness to fight in war comes from:

The swift Mars was in charge of his birth, who bestirs him
And won’t allow him to be buried. This is the will that Zeus
decreed,

Who will immediately give him military glory on Mars’s part.

And in another oracle:
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3.1 Greek and Latin Fragments and English Translation

Saturn with beautiful hair presses upon him and with loathsome

pangs
He distresses the wretched child’s rough life.”

The reason, he says, is the following: “Everything that descends to
earth is, when it descends, subjected to the circuit of the gods’ domi-
nance, which is the movement of the star — for the gods themselves are
subjected to the Fates, when they descend. They all descend and give
oracles at their designated place, where their statues stand. This con-
cerns the children of Cronos [Saturn] and Rhea and all those sprung
from them.”

The noble gods dread destiny so much that they admit to being
incapable of preventing their temples from being hit by thunderbolts.
Humans would indeed need to cherish tremendous hopes if they asked
those for help who can’t even help themselves! Why should one prac-
tice piety, prostrate themselves before the gods and venerate them,
when they can’t care for themselves at all? Listen to what that the
oracle says:

“The same goes for the destiny of the sanctuaries and temples, and
even Apollo’s temple was destined to be hit by thunderbolts, as it says:

Offspring of the divine race of Erichthonius:

You dared to come and ask me to speak out

On how it came to be that the beautiful precinct’s abode was
ravaged.

Listen now to the divine voice from the laurel-clad lairs!

When the winds above roar high up in the air,

Clashing, rattling as they wrangle between themselves,

(windless frost will cover the immensity of the world)

And the troubled ether cannot release itself,

A blazing torch, as it happens, falls to the earth:
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3.1 Greek and Latin Fragments and English Translation

The wild beasts retreat to the mountains in anguish,

They flee to the hindmost hideouts, not waiting

To see with their eyes Zeus’s shaft falling down.

The temples of the blessed ones, the large trees,

The crest of the steep mountains, the ships on the sea,

Are subdued by the flames of its flight, as it draws nearer.

Poseidon’s wife herself was struck,

Amphitrite, and she often draws back, roaring intensely.

You, then — even if your soul is unbearably distressed,

Let your heart bear up under the Fates’ unchangeable counsels.

For Heavenly Zeus gave them a sign with his head, nodding to
them,

That whatever their spindles spun out would remain unshaken.

It was fate that, after a long time, made the beautiful precinct

Give in to the fiery agitations that Zeus himself stirred up.”

See in what way he thinks the knots of destiny can be undone: FR. 39

“The god told someone who had asked to receive him that he was

unfit because he was tied down by the bonds of nature. And this is
why he suggests expiatory sacrifices [to avert destiny], saying:

A daemonic force has fettered and spread over
Your ancestors: you must escape through magic.

Which shows clearly that the gods introduced magic to undo the

knots of destiny for the purpose of somehow diverting it.”

That is what Porphyry says, not me. But if he [Apollo] recommends

using magic to undo the knots of destiny, how could he, as a god, not
prevent the fated lightning from igniting his own temple? Commend-
ing magic but not philosophy, how could it not become evident what
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3.1 Greek and Latin Fragments and English Translation

kind of being he is?
In addition to all this, he [Porphyry] admits that the gods beguile:

“And the exact knowledge of the movement [of the stars] and the
consequences thereof remain ungraspable to humans — and not just to
them but even to some of the daemons. This is why they frequently
lie when they are consulted.”

For all these [gods] as well as for humans, “practical theosophy”
(which is what he [Porphyry] calls magic) is difficult to master, he
says, and the exact movement of the stars and the consequences thereof
remain ungraspable, which is why they [the gods] frequently lie when
they are consulted. He compares many of their sayings to a faith that
comes from oracles.

And to this, again, he adds:

“The atmosphere also makes the oracles turn out false — the at-
tendants do not willingly introduce falsehood. They [the gods] often
give warnings that they will lie. But they [the attendants] insist and
force them to speak because of their ignorance. Apollo, on an occasion
where the weather in the atmosphere was bad, as described above, said:

Block up the strength and vigor of your words: I will tell lies.

The oracles will show that what we are saying is true. One of the
invoked gods says, in fact:

It is not befitting to speak about the sacred path of the stars

today,
For the abode of prophecy is shackled among the stars.”
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3.1 Greek and Latin Fragments and English Translation

And he adds:
“It has become clear how falsehood frequently arises.”

In the third book, he exposes the reasons that the givers of oracles
lie. “The ignorance of the suppliants forces the gods, contrary to Fate
and because of the impetuousness of those who coerce them, and drives
them to speak against their own will about things they don’t know,
and this is how the oracles become delusive. They [the gods] often
forewarn that they are going to lie. This is also what Apollo once said
when the weather in the atmosphere was bad, as we have shown (and
they are able to speak about future events or know them only through
the movement of the stars). When the weather in the atmosphere was
bad while he was being coerced, Apollo said this:

Undo the strength and vigor of your words: I will tell lies.
And another one of the gods, having been invoked, said this:
It is not befitting to speak about the sacred path of the stars
today,

For the abode of prophecy is shackled among the stars.”

“Hecate, being invoked when the weather in the atmosphere was

like this, said:
I shall not speak — I will close the doors of the abyssal throat.
The titanic [moon] rides along night’s elusive stations,

The horned goddess, as she looks toward wicked Mars.

And again,” he says, “when certain people were claiming that the
gods are affected by Fate, they fear its outcome, Hecate adds in re-
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Postremo ipse est Deus, quem doctissimus philosophorum, quamvis
Christianorum acerrimus inimicus, etiam per eorum oracula, quos deos
putat, deum magnum Porphyrius confitetur. Nam in libris, quos éx
Aoyiwv phocogpias appellat, in quibus exequitur atque conscribit re-
rum ad philosophiam pertinentium velut divina responsa, ut ipsa verba
eius, quem ad modum ex Graeca lingua in Latinam interpretata sunt,
ponam: “Interroganti, inquit, quem deum placando reuocare possit ux-
orem suam a Christianismo, haec ait versibus Apollo.” Deinde verba
velut Apollinis ista sunt: “Forte magis poteris in aqua inpressis litteris
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sponse:

The bonds of nature shall be loosened, so that I may trust you.

Oh, heart, why do you cry out, beaten by cowardice?

Why would you want to know what you are not allowed to ask?

Abstain from desire, put an end to this impetuousness, you
small ones!”

Putting these and many other similar things forward, Porphyry trag-
ically exposes both the insistence of the suppliant humans and the ig-
norance of the coerced gods regarding the events inferred from the
combination of the stars, based on the fact that, on the one hand,
even the gods are subjected to astrology and Fate, and that on the
other hand, they are coerced by humans and come down under their
compulsion. That is how it once came to be that Hecate herself, bear-
ing it ill, told someone who was coercing her:

“Why in your need do you call me down here from the
ever-flowing ether,
Me, divine Hecate, with forces capable of coercing gods?”

I [Philoponus] have selected these few points among many others
to prove that practicing astrology is not a real art.

At last, this is the very God that the most learned of the philoso-
phers — although he is the most bitter enemy of the Christians — Por-
phyry confesses to be a great god, on the ground of the oracles of those
that he considers gods. In the books that he titled Philosophy from Ora-
cles he describes and lists allegedly divine answers on matters belonging
to philosophy. I quote his very words, translated from the Greek lan-
guage into Latin: “Apollo recited these verses for someone who had
asked which god he should pray to in order to call his wife back from
Christianity.” The alleged words coming from Apollo are these: “It
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scribere aut adinflans leues pinnas per aera avis volare, quam pollutae
reuoces impiae uxoris sensum. Pergat quo modo uult inanibus fallaciis
perseuerans et lamentari fallaciis mortuum Deum cantans, quem iudi-
cibus recta sentientibus perditum pessima in speciosis ferro vincta mors
interfecit.” Deinde post hos versus Apollinis, qui non stante metro La-
tine interpretati sunt, subiunxit atque ait: “In his quidem inremedia-
bile sententiae eorum manifestavit dicens, quoniam Iudaei suscipiunt
Deum magis quam isti.”

Item ad ea, quae interrogavit Apollinem, quid melius, uerbum siue
ratio an lex: “Respondit, inquit, uersibus haec dicens.” Ac deinde subicit
Apollinis uersus, in quibus et isti sunt, ut quantum satis est inde de-
cerpam: “In Deum uero, inquit, generatorem et in regem ante omnia,
quem tremit et caclum et terra atque mare et infernorum abdita et
ipsa numina perhorrescunt; quorum lex est Pater, quem ualde sancti
honorant Hebraei.”

Quid est quod Porphyrius, cum pietatem laudet Hebracorum, qua
magnus et uerus et ipsis numinibus terribilis ab eis colitur Deus, Chris-
tianos ob hoc arguit maximae stultitiae etiam ex oraculis deorum suo-
rum, quod istum mundum dicunt esse periturum? Ecce in litteris pietatis
Hebraeorum dicitur Deo, quem confitente tanto philosopho etiam ipsa
numina perhorrescunt: Opera manuum tuarum sunt caeli, ipsi peri-
bunt. Numquid quando caeli peribunt, mundus, cuius idem caeli su-
perior pars est et tutior, non peribit? Si haec sententia Ioui displicet,
cuius, ut scribit iste philosophus, uelut grauioris auctoritatis oraculo
in Christianorum credulitate culpatur: cur non similiter sapientiam
tamquam stultitiam culpat Hebraeorum, in quorum libris piissimis in-
uenitur? Porro si in illa sapientia, quae Porphyrio tam multum placet,
ut eam deorum quoque suorum uocibus praedicet, legitur caelos esse
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would be easier for you to write letters on water or to spread your light
feathers to fly through the air than to call back your depraved, godless
wife’s sense. Let her go on and persevere in her insane deception. Let
her lament her dead god in her delusion, who was condemned by right-
ful judges and who was bound by fetters and put to the worst death on
specious [charges].” Then after these verses of Apollo, that are ren-
dered in Latin prose here, he [Porphyry] adds this and says: “Here
he reveals the inveterate character of their [the Christians’] opinion,
arguing that the Jews revere God more than them.”

Likewise, regarding the question presented to Apollo about which
one of the two, the word (or reason) or the law, is better: “He an-
swered,” [Porphyry] says, “proclaiming this in verse.” And then [Por-
phyry] cites these verses of Apollo, among which we find the following,
that I quote as being sufficient for our purposes here: “To him who is
truly God,” he says, “the creator and king before all things, of whom
heaven, earth, the sea, and the depth of hell are afraid and from whom
the gods recoil in terror. Their Father is the law, held in great reverence
by the holy Hebrews.”

Why does Porphyry extol the piety of the Hebrews — because they
venerate the great and true God, even feared by the gods themselves
— but draw on the oracles of his own gods to disparage Christians as
supremely ignorant for claiming that this world is going to pass away?
The religious scriptures of the Hebrews state about the very God from
whom this great philosopher acknowledges that even the gods recoil
in terror: “The heavens are the work of your hands, and they will pass
away.” Now, when the heavens pass away, will the world, whose supe-
rior and secure part the heavens are, not pass away? If Zeus takes issue
with this perspective, whose oracle as though from a weightier author-
ity, as asserted by Porphyry, could possibly compromise the credibility
of Christians? Why doesn’t he likewise accuse the wise Hebrews, in
whose most pious books this is found, of ignorance? Furthermore, if
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perituros: cur usque adeo uana est ista fallacia, ut in fide Christianorum
uel inter cetera uel prae ceteris hoc detestentur, quod in ea periturus
creditur mundus, quo utique nisi pereunte caeli perire non possunt?

Idem quippe Deus utraque promisit, utraque uentura esse praedixit,
quem perhorrescunt numina paganorum, etiam teste Porphyrio, no-
bilissimo philosopho paganorum.

Verum de animi bonis, quibus post hanc uitam beatissimus perfrue-
tur, non a nobis dissentiunt philosophi nobiles: de carnis resurrec-
tione contendunt, hanc quantum possunt negant. Sed credentes multi
negantes paucissimos reliquerunt et ad Christum, qui hoc quod istis
uidetur absurdum in sua resurrectione monstrauit, fideli corde conuersi
sunt, docti et indocti, sapientes mundi et insipientes. Hoc enim credidit
mundus, quod praedixit Deus, qui etiam hoc praedixit, quod hanc rem
mundus fuerat crediturus. Neque enim Petri maleficiis ea cum laude
credentium tanto ante praenuntiare compulsus est. Ille est enim Deus,
quem (sicut iam dixi aliquotiens, nec commonere me piget) confitente
Porphyrio atque id oraculis deorum suorum probare cupiente ipsa nu-
mina perhorrescunt; quem sic laudauit, ut eum et Deum patrem et
regem uocaret.
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Porphyry likes their wisdom so much that he proclaims it through the
words of his own gods, why is it that, as it is said that the heavens
will pass away, his vain deception makes him curse this point in the
Christian faith — along with other ones or even more than them —
because they believe that the earth will pass away (and without this,
the heavens couldn’t pass away either)?

It is the same God from whom the pagan gods recoil in terror who
promised and predicted that both things would happen. Porphyry, the
most illustrious of the pagan philosophers, testifies to this.

Truly, the celebrated philosophers don’t disagree with us about the
goods that the soul enjoys after this life, when it achieves blessedness.
What they fight against is the resurrection of the flesh, which they
reject as strongly as they can. But the believers have become so nu-
merous that only a few deniers are left, and they have converted with a
faithful heart to Christ, who through his resurrection has proven what
they thought to be absurd, with a faithful heart — the educated and
uneducated, the wise of this world and the foolish. The world believed
what God had predicted, and what he had predicted was that the world
would believe it. And it was not by any of Peter’s magic tricks, accom-
panied by the praise of those who believed him, that God was brought
to make an announcement so long in advance. For he is the God from
whom — T have already said this elsewhere, and I will never be tired
of pointing it out — even the gods recoil in terror, as Porphyry admits
and wants to prove through the oracles of his gods. He praises him so

much that he calls him God the father and king.

In the third book of his treatise Philosophy from Oracles, he advances
this, offering an account in the following words: “What I am going to
say may contradict some people’s expectations. The gods have declared
that Christ is most pious and that he has become immortal, and they
think of him auspiciously.” And moving on, he adds: “They asked

FR. 48

FR. 49

FR. 50



FR. §I

3 Philosophy from Oracles

\ > ’ 13 \ ~ ~ ~ 3 ’ > v \
Bas éméyel “mepl yotv Tod XpioTod épwmnodvTwy el €oTt Deds
Pnolv:

e/ \ > ’ \ \ ~ 14

077 pev allavary Juxn pera odpa mpofaiver
YLYVAOKELS, 00PS O€ TETUNUEYT) atey alGTaL’
avépos evoefin mpopepeoTdTOV 0TIV €xelvny Yuxn)”

evoeféoTaTov dpa €pn avTov kal Ty Yuxny avTod, kaldmep
Kal TV dAN\wv evoefdv, pera Oavarov amabavariobijvar, Hv
oéBew ayvootvras Tovs XpoTiavols. émepwTnodrTwy O da
7( €kolaaly éxpnoev:

Zdpa pev adpavéow Baodvows atel mpoPefAnTa
Juxn & evoeBéwv els ovpdviov médov let,”

s ’ \ \ \ I T 5 5 \ \

Kal €m\éyel peTa Tov xpnopov €fijs “avTos odv evoefns kal

€ls 0VPavoOUs, WOTEP oL €VOEPELS, XWPNOas. WOTE TOUTOV ey 0V
BAaodnunoets, éAenoeis de Tav avlpdmwv Ty dvowav.”

Dicit etiam bona philosophus iste de Christo, quasi oblitus illius, de
qua paulo ante locuti sumus, contumeliae suae, aut quasi in somnis dii
eius maledixerint Christo et euigilantes eum bonum esse cognouerint
digneque laudauerint. Denique tamquam mirabile aliquid atque in-
credibile prolaturus: “Praeter opinionem, inquit, profecto quibusdam
uideatur esse quod dicturi sumus. Christum enim dii piissimum pro-
nuntiauerunt et inmortalem factum et cum bona praedicatione eius
meminerunt; Christianos uero pollutos, inquit, et contaminatos et er-
rore implicatos esse dicunt et multis talibus aduersus eos blasphemiis
utuntur.” Deinde subicit uelut oracula deorum blasphemantium Chris-
tianos et post haec: “De Christo autem, inquit, interrogantibus si est
Deus, ait Hecate: Quoniam quidem inmortalis anima post corpus ut
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whether Christ was a god, and [Hecate] said:

You know that the soul steps forward immortal, away from the
body;

But when it is cut off from wisdom, it wanders around endlessly.

That soul is the soul of a man highly excelling in piety.

Here she says that he is most pious and that his soul, like the souls
of others, was immortalized after death — the soul that the ignorant
Christians worship. When they asked her why he was punished, she
responded with this oracle:

The body is always exposed to torments that are impotent [with
regard to the soul], But the soul of the pious ones goes to the heavenly
realm.”

And following this oracle he next adds: “Hence, he was pious and
went to the heavens, like the other pious ones. Thus, don’t blaspheme
against him, commiserate the ignorance of humans instead.”

But this philosopher speaks positively about Chris, as if he had for-
gotten his reproaches that we have discussed just now; or as if his gods,
speaking ill of Christ when they are asleep, acknowledged that he is
good when they are awake and praised him accordingly. For he states,
as though he were about to proclaim something wonderful and unbe-
lievable: “What we are about to say will certainly appear unexpected to
some. The gods have declared Christ to be most pious and to have be-
come immortal, and they think of him auspiciously. But they state that
Christians are polluted, contaminated, and involved in error,” he says,
“and they express many other such blasphemies against them.” Then
he presents alleged oracles of the gods blaspheming against Christians,
and after this he adds: “When Hecate was asked if Christ is a god, she
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incedit, nosti; a sapientia autem abscisa semper errat. Viri pietate praes-
tantissimi est illa anima; hanc colunt aliena a se ueritate.” Deinde post
uerba huius quasi oraculi sua ipse contexens: “Piissimum igitur uirum,
inquit, eum dixit et eius animam, sicut et aliorum piorum, post obitum
inmortalitate dignatam et hanc colere Christianos ignorantes.” “Inter-
rogantibus autem, inquit: Cur ergo damnatus est? oraculo respondit
dea: Corpus quidem debilitantibus tormentis semper oppositum est;
anima autem piorum caelesti sedi insidet. Illa uero anima aliis ani-
mabus fataliter dedit, quibus fata non adnuerunt deorum dona obtinere
neque habere Iouis inmortalis agnitionem, errore implicari. Propterea
ergo diis exosi, quia, quibus fato non fuit nosse Deum nec dona ab
diis accipere, his fataliter dedit iste errore implicari. Ipse uero pius et
in caelum, sicut pii, concessit. Itaque hunc quidem non blasphemabis,
misereberis autem hominum dementiam, ex eo in eis facile praecep-
sque periculum.”

Non enim te decepisset, quem vestra, ut tu ipse scribis, oracula sanc-
tum immortalemque confessa sunt.

Quidam philosophi eorum, sicut in libris suis Porphyrius Siculus
prodidit, consuluerunt deos suos quid de Christo responderent, illi
autem oraculis suis Christum laudare compulsi sunt.

Sane Christum laudans uel Porphyrius uel Hecate, cum dicat eum
ipsum fataliter dedisse Christianis, ut implicarentur errore, causas tamen
eiusdem, sicut putat, pandit erroris. Quas antequam ex uerbis eius ex-
ponam, prius quaero, si fataliter dedit Christus Christianis erroris im-
plicationem, utrum uolens an nolens dederit. Si uolens, quo modo
iustus? Si nolens, quo modo beatus? Sed iam causas ipsius audiamus
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replied: ‘You know that the soul goes forth immortal once it has left
the body. It always wanders around, separated from wisdom. That soul
is the soul of a man highly excelling in piety. Those who are alienated
from truth venerate it.”” After the words of this alleged oracle, he con-
nects his own words with them: “She says that this is a most pious
man and that his soul, like those of other pious people, was honored
with immortality after his death, and that it is this soul that ignorant
Christians venerate. When they asked her: “Why was he condemned?,
the goddess answered through an oracle: ‘The body is always subjected
to crippling torment, but the soul of the pious ones settles in a heav-
enly home. Fatally, what the other souls — to which the Fates had not
granted to receive the divine gifts nor to attain knowledge of immortal
Zeus — received from that soul was to be engrossed in error. Hence, the
gods hated them, because, although they were not destined to know
God nor to receive the gods’ gifts, he [Christ] fatally allowed them to
be engrossed in error. But that he is truly pious and in heaven, like
the pious ones, one should admit. So, you shouldn’t blaspheme against
him but rather feel pity for the stupidity of humans, who, because of
him, are prone to that dangerous peril.”

He would not have deceived you, for your oracles have acknowledged
him as holy and immortal, as you yourself write.

Some of their philosophers, as Porphyry from Sicily puts forward
in his books, asked the gods to give a response about Christ. These
[gods], however, were forced to praise Christ in their oracles.

Indeed, when Porphyry (or Hecate) praises Christ but asserts that
he himself allowed Christians to be fatally engrossed in error, he thinks
that he reveals the causes of this error. But before I establish this
through his words, I first want to ask whether Christ has acted vol-
untarily or involuntarily when he allowed Christians to be fatally en-
grossed in error. If he did so voluntarily, how could he be just? If he
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erroris. “Sunt, inquit, spiritus terreni minimi loco quodam malorum
daemonum potestati subiecti. Ab his sapientes Hebracorum (quorum
unus iste etiam lesus fuit, sicut audisti diuina Apollinis, qua e su-
perius dicta sunt) — ab his ergo Hebraei daemonibus pessimis et
minoribus spiritibus uetabant religiosos et ipsis uacare prohibebant;
uenerari autem magis caelestes deos, amplius autem uenerari Deum
Patrem. Hoc autem, inquit, et dii praecipiunt et in superioribus os-
tendimus, quem ad modum animum aduertere ad Deum monent et
illum colere ubique imperant. Verum indocti et impiae naturae, quibus
uere fatum non concessit ab diis dona obtinere neque habere Iouis in-
mortalis notionem, non audientes et deos et diuinos uiros deos quidem
omnes recusauerunt, prohibitos autem daemones et hos non odisse,
sed reuereri. Deum autem simulantes colere, ea sola, per quae Deus
adoratur, non agunt. Nam Deus quidem, utpote omnium Pater, nul-
lius indiget; sed nobis est bene, cum eum per justitiam et castitatem
aliasque uirtutes adoramus, ipsam uitam precem ad ipsum facientes per
imitationem et inquisitionem de ipso. Inquisitio enim purgat, inquit;
imitatio deificat affectionem ad ipsum operando.”
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3.1 Greek and Latin Fragments and English Translation

did so involuntarily, how could he be blessed? But let us hear about the
causes of the error itself. “In a certain place there are very small terres-
trial spirits that are subject to the power of evil daemons. From these,
the wise men among the Hebrews — Jesus was one of them, as you
have heard through Apollo’s oracles quoted above — from these most
perverted daemons and from the lesser spirits, the Hebrews urged re-
ligious people to stay away and forbade them to spend time with them;
instead, they should venerate the heavenly gods, and most of all, ven-
erate God the Father. This is what even the gods teach,” he says, “and
we have shown above that they order us to direct our mind to God and
that they always command us to worship him. The uneducated and the
corrupted natures, to whom Fate did not grant to receive divine gifts
or to know Zeus immortal, did not listen to the gods or divine men —
they have rejected all gods, venerating the forbidden daemons instead
of loathing them. They pretend to worship God but do not carry out
the rites through which God is adored. For God is the Father of all
things, and as such, he does not lack anything. But for us it is good
to adore him through justice, chastity, and other virtues, transforming
life into a prayer for him, imitating him and studying him. For study-
ing him purifies,” he says, “and imitating him divinizes by creating a
disposition toward him.”

See whether the following text appears to relate to divine nature, or
to a bad and even wretched one.

The same author says:

“Pythagoras from Rhodes was right when he affirmed that the gods
do not like being called to manifest themselves. And when they do
s0, it is because they are dragged down and constrained to follow and
manifest themselves, some of them more, some of them less. Some
of them have become used to manifesting themselves and come more
easily, even more so when they happen to be good by nature. Others
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have become used to it, too, but they are eager to cause harm, in par-
ticular when someone attends to ritual actions carelessly. Pythagoras
has affirmed this, and I found it to be true by virtue of the oracles.
Everybody says that they come down under constraint, not in a simple
way but, so to speak, through a constraint disguised as persuasion. In
the above oracles, Hecate says the following about how they appear:

After dawn — celestial, boundless, full of stars —

I leave God’s pure abode and step forward

Onto the earth that nourishes its animals, through your
directives

And persuaded by your ineffable words, by virtue of which a
mortal man

Brings delight to the mind of the immortal ones.

And furthermore:

I have come upon hearing your eloquent prayer
That mortal nature has discovered through divine directives.

And even more clearly:

What is the need that from the ever-flowing ether
Made you invoke me, divine Hecate, through constraints that
bind even gods?

And then:

Some, you drag down from heaven with secret prayers,

Easily bringing them down, against their will, to the excellent
earth;

Others, from the middle realm you cause to come down on
midmost winds,
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3.1 Greek and Latin Fragments and English Translation

Far away from the divine fire, like divinatory dreams,
And to penetrate humans, treating those daemons in unseemly
fashion.

And again:
But the heavenly inhabitants of the sky above
Bustle about among the nimble harpies.
Swiftly, they bend down to the constraints that bind even gods,
Leaping down hastily to Demeter’s earth,
To expound the future to the mortal ones.

And another [god] said, as he was being constrained:

Listen to me, against my will, since you've bound me through
necessity.”

To this, the author furthermore adds: FR. 56

“They also disclose [oracles] capable of constraining [the gods] them-
selves, like Apollo, who discloses [an oracle] by which he was bound.

He says:
Powerful and heavy is the name ‘necessity.’
And he adds:
Come, excited by these words
That I have brought up from my heart
Through sacred formulas

From a dense, holy fire.
Nature dares to reveal these things
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3.1 Greek and Latin Fragments and English Translation

About your birth, immortal Paean.”
And again, Apollo: FR. §7

“Apollo’s light flows down, inclining from above,
Enshrouded in the clear wind of the pure air,

Enchanted by songs and secret words.

It crowns the pure recipient’s head,

His delicate meninges; it fills the soft coating [of his organs],
Bubbling forwards and backwards it rushes through his belly,

And from a mortal flute it produces a dear sound.”
The author adds:
“Nothing can be clearer, more divine, and closer to nature than this.
The spirit comes down and an emanation from the celestial power

enters the instrumental, animate body. It uses the soul as a support
and produces a sound through the body as through an instrument.”

That should be sufficient to establish that they are being constrained. & 58
Now, from the following you will learn that they furthermore want to
be freed, since they are not free to release themselves:

“These oracles show that the invoked gods are eager to be released.
They speak:

Now, release the king. The mortal no longer contains the god.
And again:
Why do you keep on tormenting a mortal, indigent ones?

And again:
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3.1 Greek and Latin Fragments and English Translation

Come, approach here quickly, as you have saved that one.
He himself [the god] will teach us how they should be freed, saying:
Stop talking, bethink, and give that mortal some rest.
Release the white statue from the clusters [of laurel] and from
its limbs
Remove the thin Egyptian cloth with strong hands.

And he explains the release:

Raise the high-rimmed basket, hold back the oracles from the
depths.”

And the following text. To which he adds:

“And in the case that the release is being delayed, it is said:
Deploy a cloud of cloth and release the recipient [of the oracle].

And in a different passage he talks about the release as follows:

Naiads, Nymphs: join the divine Muses to free Phoebus,
Apollo who shoots his arrows far, with your songs.

And in a different passage he says:
Undo my crown, sprinkle clear water
On my feet and erase the letters, so that I can leave.
Seize with your hands the bough of sweet bay in my right hand,
Rub my two eyes and the nostrils in my face.

Stand back and let the men rise from the earth, comrades.”

The author adds:
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3.1 Greek and Latin Fragments and English Translation

“He commands that the letters should be erased so that he can leave.
For they have special power, and of course the appearance of the clothes
as well, because they bear the images of the invoked gods.”

... If the divine — which cannot be overpowered or constrained — is
stronger than anything else, impassible by nature and free, how could
they be gods who can be charmed by means of illusory appearances,
letters, and figures, of crowns made with the flowers of the earth, and of
other impious and barbaric noises and words, who can furthermore be
subdued by any given person and who, so to speak, can be bound with
fetters without being able to retain their power of self-determination
and the pursuit of their own purposes, be gods?
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3 Philosophy from Oracles

3.2 Sources of the Fragments

fr.

I

10

11

12

13

S
S 303F

S 304F
S 305F

S 306F

S 307F
S 308F
S 309F
S 310F
S 3uF
S 312F
S 313F
S 314F

S 3i5F

Eus praep evang IV 6, 2-7,
2 (Mras I 176.14-177.17)
Eus praep evang IV 7, 2-8,
1 (Mras I 177.18-178.6)"

Eus praep evang IV 8, 2
(Mras I 178.7-9)

Eus praep evang V 5, 7-6, 2
(Mras I 232.15-233.19)

Eus praep evang V 6, 2-7, 2.
(Mras I 233.19-234.20)

Eus praep evang V 7, 4-5
(Mras I 235.9-236.2)

Eus praep evang III 14, 3-4
(Mras I 152.7-15)

Eus praep evang III 14, §
(Mras I 152.16-153.4)

Eus praep evang III 14, 6
(Mras I 153.5-8)

Eus praep evang III 14, 7
(Mras I 153.9-11)

Eus praep evang IV 8, 4-9,
2 (Mras I 178.13-180.15)
Eus praep evang IV 9, 3-7
(Mras I 180.6-181.23)

'Cf. Porph de regr 302 F, 8-9 viam animae liberandae.
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14

1]

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

S 316F
S 317F
S 318F
S 319F
S 320F
S 321F
S 322F
S 323F

S 324F

S 325F

S 329aF

S 326F
S 327F
S 328F

S 329F

S 330F

3.2 Sources of the Fragments

Eus praep evang V 10, 13-11,
1 (Mras I 245.6-17)

Eus praep evang V 12, 1-2.
(Mras I 245.20-246.12)
Eus praep evang V 13, 1-2
(Mras I 246.14-2.47.6)

Eus praep evang V 13, 3-4
(Mras I 247.6-16)

Eus praep evang V 14, 2-3
(Mras I 248.9-249.19)

Eus praep evang V 14, 4-15,
4 (Mras I 249.26-250.16)
Eus praep evang V, 15-16, 1
(Mras I 291.4-23)

Eus praep evang IX 10, 1-2
(Mras I 495.12-496.8)

Eus praep evang IX 10, 3-5
(Mras I 496.8-20) and XIV
10, § (Mras II 287.14-15)
Fragmente griechischer
Theosophien (Erbse) 173.17-
174.22

Fragmente griechischer
Theosophien (Erbse) 174.23-
25

Eus praep evang IV 22, 15-
23, 6 (Mras I 213.13-215.2)
Eus praep evang IV 23, 6
(Mras I 215.2-6)

Eus praep evang IV 23, 7-9
(Mras I 215.7-21)

Eus praep evang IV 19,
8-20, 1 (Mras I 206.21-
207.15)

Eus praep evang V 14, 1
(Mras T 247.17-2.48.8)
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208

30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44

45

S 330aF
S 331F
S 332F
S 333F
S 334F
S 335F
S 336F
S 337F
S 338F
S 339F
S 340F
S 340aF
S 341F
S 341aF
S 342F

S 343F

Philop op mundi IV, 20
(Reichardt 200.2-7)

Eus praep evang VI 1, 1
(Mras 293.18-294.5)

Philop op mundi IV, 20
(Reichardt 200.7-13)

Eus praep evang VI 1, 2-3
(Mras I 294.6-18)

Eus praep evang VI 1, 4
(Mras I 294.19-22)

Eus praep evang VI 1, §-7
(Mras I 295.1-12)

Eus praep evang VI 2, 1
(Mras I 295.15-22)

Philop op mundi IV, 20
(Reinhardt 2.00.13-20)

Eus praep evang VI 2, 2-3,
1 (Mras I 295.23-297.8)
Eus praep evang VI 3, 5-4,
3 (Mras I 298.7-20)

Eus praep evang VI 4, 3-,
1 (Mras I 298.20-25)
Philop op mundi IV, 20
(Reinhardt 200.20-26)
Eus praep evang VI g, 2-4
(Mras I 299.1-13)

Philop op mundi IV, 20
(Reichardt 201.1-17)

Philop op mundi IV, 20
(Reichardt 201.18-202..16)

Aug civ XIX
22.17-23.17
(Dombart-
Kalb 1I
690.172-17b)



46

47

48

49

50

51

52

S 344F

S 344aF.

S 344bF

S 344¢cF

S 345F.

S 345aF.

S 345bF

3.2 Sources of the Fragments

Eus dem evang III 6, 39-7,
2. (Heikel 140.1-19)

Aug civ XIX
23.30-37
(Dombart-
Kalb I
691.30-37)
Aug civ
XX 24.8-26
(Dombart-
Kalb II
744.8-26)
Aug civ
XXII 3.22-25
(Dombart-
Kalb II
809.22-25)
Aug civ
XXII 25.1-1§
(Dombart-
Kalb II

852.1-15)

Aug civ XIX
23.43-73
(Dombart-
Kalb 1I
691.43-
692.73)

Aug civ X
27.37739
(Dombart-
Kalb I

444,31-32)
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210

93

54

55
56
57

58

S 345¢cF

S 346F

S 347F
S 348F
S 349F

S 350F

Eus praep evang V 8, 1-8, 7
(Mras I 236.10-238.11)

Eus praep evang V 8, 8-10
(Mras I 238.12-22)

Eus praep evang V 8, 11-12
(Mras I 239.1-13)

Eus praep evang V 8, 13-
9,95 9, 12 (Mras T 239.14-
241.4; 241.14-20)

Aug de cons
evang I 15, 23
(PL 34, 10525
Weihrich
22.3-6)

Aug civ XIX
23.107-133
(Dombart-
Kalb 11

693.107-133)



4 Greek and Latin Glossaries

Note: The following glossary is not exhaustive. It provides the most
common translation of recurring, philosophically significant, or other-
wise noteworthy terms. Since each term occurs with different meanings
and connotations in the texts, the meaning given here is general.

4.1 Greek-English Glossary
a A

ayaboedns having the appearance of the “good” (in a Platonic sense,
cf. Resp. 509a3)

ayabfomouds beneficent

ayabids good

dyalua, 70 statue

o’fyye)\os, 0 messenger
ayevw)Tos uncreated

ayvom 7) ignorance
avaoTog unknown

ayvanS‘ impostor

ayvaeLa 7) imposture
dELK(VYTOS ever-moving

dﬁp, N/o air

aibpn, 7 clear sky

atbvyua, 76 roar

atpa, 76 blood

aio@m’dg perceptible
atoxpoppnp,oavvn 7) obscenity

atria, 1) cause
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4 Greek and Latin Glossaries

atroloyia, 1 explanation
axabapotia, 7 impurity
aknAnTos undisturbed
dkpos highest
alalovikds boastful
a\nhs true

aAnbevw speak truth
aAurpovoos wicked-minded
aAvTos unbreakable
dA¢urov, 76 barley
auApTUPOS unproven
auuyns pure

augpiBoros doubtful
avayk), 1 necessity
avaypddw record
avaipéw destroy

dvaé, o lord

dvBpwmos, 6 human being, person
dvoua, 1 folly
avoowovpyia, 1) impiety
amayye\Tikds declarative
amafs unaffected
dmaTnAds deceptive
ammvrs harsh

dmoTos unbelieving
amokplvouatr answer
amolavots, 1) enjoyment
amoAvots, 1) release
amomimTw fall off
amopnua, 70 puzzle
amoppnTOS secret
amdppoia, 1) emanation
amoTe eopaTikos effective
amotpdémaios dreadful
amoxpd suffice

aper], 1 virtue
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dpyopat begin
apxayyelos, o archangel
ao€fea, 7 impiety
aoTip, O star

aoxnuos ugly
aowpatia, 1 incorporeality
aowpatos bodiless
aTullw steam

ATUOS, O vapor

avfnos, 1 growth
avrapks self-sufficient
aUTOMaTOS spontaneous
agavis invisible
dxpavros immaculate

Bakxela, Td bacchanalia
BapBapds foreigner
Bapos, 76 weight
Baoc\evw reign
BéBatos firm

Bia, 1 force

BraoTikos violent
BAaopnuia, 7 blasphemy
Boravm, 7 herb
Bpdoyuos edible
Bowuds, o altar

ydpos, o marriage
yevéAwos natal
yéveas, 1) origin
yevvaios noble

BB

4.1 Greek-English Glossary
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4 Greek and Latin Glossaries

yevviTwp, o begetter
yévos, 76 kind
yvedun, 1 opinion
yvwpilw recognize
yvdpiopa, 76 mark
yvéots, 1 knowledge
ypauua, 70 letter

daiuwvy, o spirit

detbis, 1 demonstration
dexavds, o leader

d€éw bind

deauds, o bond
deomdTns, o master
dmueovpyds, o craftsman
dnpootedw publish
dudyvwoats, 1) diagnosis
dadnua, 76 diadem
duaxpiots, 7) discernment
dwavats, 7 dissolution
dwamopevopat travel
dwaplpdvw articulate
duapfuéw enumerate
daovpw disgrace
dwagpopa, 7 difference
dwadwria, 7 disagreement
duddokw teach
diepevvdw investigate
dpakwv, o dragon
dpamerevm escape
dpaoTkds active

dpdw act

dvvayus, 1 power

dvoTporria, 1) stubbornness
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€ypryopéw awaken
&fos, 76 custom

€ldos, 76 form
eldwlomoila, 1) idolatry
elpa, 70 garment

€xxUw pour

expoféw terrify

> 7

€kpuoaw breathe out
ee€w pity

“EAAyv, -nvos, o Greek
eumabns passionate
eumAnéia, 1) intensity
€vepyéw operate

evetos divine
evfovolaouds, o inspiration
€701}, 1] commandment
€vwots, 1) union
éfaldoow release
efnyéouar interpret
eEi\doow appease
emlnTéw seek
embuunTikov appetitive
embuuia, 1 desire
émordots, 1) attention
emoTiun, 1 knowledge
€moToNT], 1) letter
emur)pnats, 1) observation
€mupavela, 1) appearance
emyBovios earthly
émvurvw invoke
ETOTTTEV®W oversee
emouvpdrios heavenly
€pumvela, 1) interpretation
epvlpds red

e K

4.1 Greek-English Glossary
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4 Greek and Latin Glossaries

€pwTNOLS, 1) question
EPWTLKOS erotic
€TepoTns, 1 otherness
evdaiuwy fortunate
€VUAGyws reasonably
evploxkw find
evoePs devout
evovréTos intelligent

Ei;XO‘l,L(lL pray
(Z

{wdiards zodiacal
{wolvréw sacrifice (an animal)

n H

Nyeudv, o leader
7JALos, 0 sun
Nuopaipior, 76 hemisphere

Npws, o hero
7joUx0S quiet

00

falaooios marine
OavpaoTds marvelous
OedTepos more divine
Beoloyia, 7 theology
BeomeumTos god-sent
ed(o)doTos god-given
Beooodia, 7 divine wisdom
Bedoogos divinely wise
Oeovpyia, 7 theurgy
Oeodaveia, 1 theophany
Beodopia, 1 divine possession
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Oeomri{w ordain
Oeds, o God
Oupoediys spirited
Owmela, 7 flattery

o1

Wiwpa, 76 peculiarity
épa, o hawk
lepaTukds priestly
lepevs, O priest
lepoypappaTels, o scribe
LePOTTPET]S reverent
tepoovlia, 1) sacrilege
tepoupyta, 7 priesthood
tAUs, 7) mud

toxvs, 7 strength
iyvos, 70 trace

k K

kaflapds pure

kaflevdw sleep

Kakos evil

KakoToLos, o evildoer
Kkakooyo\evopuar mock
KapTos, TO might
KaTadovAow enslave
KkaTadox1, 1 acceptance
katabdmTw bury
KaTamoots, 1) drug
KATOXO0S, O possessed person
ke awds dark
kepavvos, o thunderbolt
xalvew gape

kndevw bury
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ki{vnots, 1) motion

kAfjots, 1 calling

Kowwvéw share

kolakeia, 1 flattery

Kopd1], 1 care

kopvBavtilw perform Corybantic rites
KpaTaiés mighty

kpvrrTos hidden

KpUTTw conceal

kaAvpa, 76 hindrance

AA

Aauos, o throat
Aaurds, 1) torch
AapTnddiv, 1) gleam
Ajifis, 1) reception
AiBavos, o incense
Aos, o stone
Auravela, 1) supplication
Aoyos, o reason, thought
Aw loosen

Aoow rage

AUTpov, TG ransom
AwTds, o lotus

u M

payyaveia, 1 sorcery
pavldvw learn
paxdptos blessed
pavia, 1 madness
pavTikos prophetic
papTupéw testify
UapTUS, O Witness
pdoTuya, 7 lash

218



pelyua, T0 mixture
pelwots, 7 diminution
uéras black

e, 76 honey

welos, 70 melody, tune
potpalw divide

LEPOS, TO part
peTadidwput impart
peta &y between
peraoxnuatilw transform

wvy, 17 moon

4.1 Greek-English Glossary

unTpilw be possessed by the Mother of the Gods

ik Tos mixed
poLpnyETNS, o fate-giver
UOVLLOS permanent
povokds musical

wooTys, o initiate of the Elusinian mysteries

vaos, o temple
vavTiA\opat sail
vjoos, 1) island
vijpw be sober
vods, o mind
voepos intellectual
voonua, 70 disease

Edavov, 74 idol

v N

T
[1]
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4 Greek and Latin Glossaries

o0

otketos familiar
olokavuTdw immolate
opoloyéw confess
opviw swear
o), 7 oracle
Ovelpos, o dream
opefis, 1) appetite
oplos upright
Spkos, 6 oath
opwts, /o bird
datos holy
ovpavds heaven
Oyits, 1 vision

11

mayls, -(dos, 1) snare
mrabos, 76 affection, suffering
mavTopopgos multiform
maparréopar refuse
mapaxolovléw follow
mapam\ijotos similar
mapaocyéw provide
TapaTnpéw observe
mapadopd, 7 delusion
mapovoia, 1) presence
mepLavToloyia, 1) boasting
TeplyeLos terrestrial
meprypad), 7 description
mevols, 1) inquiry

mioTs, 1) faith

7Advn, 1) error

mAdopa, 7O image
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mAeovaouds, o redundancy
mA\otov, 76 ship
moAvuep®s diversely
TOAUTPOTTOS versatile
TopevopaL go
TpaypaTela, 1) matter, problem
TpaypaTeloual engage
mpdfatov, 76 sheep
mpokaAvupua, 70 veil
mpémaTpos, o forefather
mpooplmTw throw down
mpoonuacia, 1 prognostic
TPOOKANOLS, 1) invitation
TPOTEV® propose

mTros winged

padios easy

o X

otTobual eat
’

okoTewos dark
0KOT0S, 0 darkness

’ e .
cogia, 1 wisdom
omAayxvov, T entrails
omovdaios earnest
0TOXAOUGS, O conjecture
oTpeTTOS twisted
ovyypauua, To treatise

’ .

ovpfoAuds symbolic
ovumimTw affect, befall
ovvaywyn], 1 assembly
ouvaTTw connect

odpuyé , -tyyos, 1 pipe
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4 Greek and Latin Glossaries

opay, 1 slaughter
oxijua, 76 form

o)lw save

odpa, 76 body
owmpla, 1 salvation
owppoaivy, 1 prudence

7T

Taes, 1) order
Tameworys, 1 humility
TexujpLov, T6 proof, sign
TeAevTalos last
TeTpamodov, 76 quadruped
Texvaoua, 76 device
TéXVT, 1) art

Tomalw guess

Tplmrovs, o tripod
TploToLyos containing three elements
TUdos, 0 smoke

Twbalw mock

vY

Uypomdpos moisture-bearing
Udwp, TG water

UAn, 7 matter

Upvos, 0 hymn

vaibptos in the air below the sky
Umap awake

vmepBoAt), 1) excess
vmKkoos obedient

Umvos, o sleep

vmoxfdvios subterranean
vTroxvats, 1 overflow

222



b O

¢avraoua, 70 vision, dream

¢pdots, 1 speech

PavAdTys, 1) wickedness

pavros wicked

¢0dyyos, o sound

¢pthooddnua, 76 philosophical theory
¢pt\doogos, o philosopher

¢dBos, o fear

Pupaw mix

pwr), 1) voice

x X

xapakT)p, o character

X0A1], 1 bile

X0pds, o dance

XPnpaTioTkos relating to oracles
XPNOUoA0Yd prophesy
XPMOuUOs, o oracle

xwpilw separate

xwpa, 7 land

s W

Yuxikds psychic
Yoy, 7 soul

w

@divn, 1 birth pangs
WAEw converse

ww1), 1) purchase
wpookdTos horoscope

4.1 Greek-English Glossary
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4 Greek and Latin Glossaries

4.2 Latin-English Glossary
aA

abstineo refrain

acer, sup. acerrimus sharp
adhibeo (adbibitus) apply
adtrecto (adtrectatus) handle
adulatio, f. flattery

aer, m. air

aether, m. ether

affectio, f. affection

alligo tie

anima, f. soul

antistes, m. priest

aperio open

ars, f. skill

auctoritas, f. authority
audeo dare

bB

beatitudo, f. blessedness

benignus kind

bonus good

bonum, n. goodness, good (as noun)

cC

cadaver, n. corpse
caedes, f. killing
caedo kill, slay
caro, carnis, f. flesh
castitas, f. chastity
cautus cautious
clausus closed
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colo worship

comminatio, f. threat
concilio unite

concubitus sexual intercourse
confirmo corroborate
confiteor agree

conicio guess

coniungo join

consulto deliberate

contemno despise; contemnendus to be despised
conuersatio, f. way of life
corpus, n. body

credulitas, f. credulity

cruor, m. blood

dD

daemon, m. spirit, daemon

decerpo pluck, select

defunctus deceased

devito avoid; devitandus to be avoided
diabolicus devilish

disco learn

dissipo scatter

distinguo distinguish

divino practice divination, foresee
doctus, sup. doctissimus learned

dubito doubt

e E

epistula, f. letter
euerto overturn
euigilo be wakeful
exaudio answer
exsequor follow

4.2 Latin-English Glossary
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existimo Suppose
exosus hated
extrinsecus from outside

fF

fallacia, f. deception
fallax deceitful
fastus, -us, m. pride
fidelis faithful
figmentum, n. fiction
figuratio, . shaping
fugitivus fugitive
fulgeo be resplendent

gaudeo rejoice

genus, n. kind, type

globus, m. sphere

grauis troublesome, serious

h H

herba, f. herb
hostia, f. sacrificial victim
humidus damp

idoneus suitable

immundus impure

incestus unchaste

incorporeitas, f. incorporeality
ineptia, f. foolishness
inmortalis immortal
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inpedio hinder

inpreco beseech

inprudens imprudent
inprudentia, f. imprudence
inquisitio, f. investigation
inremediabilis incurable
insimulo accuse

insipiens foolish

inspector, m. observer
intellectus intellect
invenio find

iubeo order

1L

lamentor lament

lapis, -idis, m. stone

leuis light

liber free

littera, f. letter (of the alphabet)
ludibrium, n. mockery
ludificator, m. mocker

luna, f. moon

m M

maiestas, f. majesty
malignus wicked

malitia, f. wickedness
membrum, n. limb
mercatura, f. commerce
merito deservedly
mirabiliter wonderfully
miror be astonished at
moror delay

multimodum in many ways

4.2 Latin-English Glossary
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nidor, -oris, m. smell
nosco know
numen a god, divine will

obliviscor forget

obnoxius liable
omniformis of every form
opitulor help

ostendo show

ostium, Nn. entrance

paganus pagan

pecus, -oris, n. cattle
perditus lost

perfruor enjoy fully
perhorresco shudder at
persuadeo convince
pietas, f. piety

pius pious

pinna, £. feather, wing
polluor defile
praedium, n. farm
pravus depraved
procreatio, f. procreation

profusus lavish

prolaturus about to bring forth

proprius one’s own
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quaero seek

ratio, f. reason

recuso refuse

redarguo refute

reprobo reject

responsum, N. answer
resurrectio, f. resurrection
ridiculus laughable

rumor, -oris, m. gossip

sacrificium, n. sacrifice
sacrilega, f. sacrilegious act
sacrilegium, f. sacrilege
sacer sacred

sapientia, f. wisdom

sapio be wise

scribo write

sectator, m. follower
sedulus diligent

sidereus starry

simulacrum, n. idol

simulo feign

societas, £. alliance

sopitus asleep

speciosus beautiful

spiritus, -us, m. spirit, mind
stultitia, f. foolishness
substantia, f. substance
suspicor suspect

suspicio look up to

qQ

rR

s S

4.2 Latin-English Glossary
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tT

temeritas, f. rashness
terribiliter terribly
territo frighten

ulU,vV

vapor, -oris, m. vapor, steam
versus, us, M. VErse

victima, f. victim

vigilo be vigilant

voluptas, f. pleasure, delight
utrum whether

uxor, -oris, f. wife
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s Commentary

5.1 Letter to Anebo

Porphyry begins his letter by committing to a tradition that posits
gods and “good daemons” and to philosophical methodology. At the
same time, he distances himself from what he perceives as an improper
practice of that methodology among Greek philosophers. He accuses
the Greeks of drawing from speculation (€x oToxaopod) rather than
from demonstration and justification. The Letter to Anebo is a response
to this insufficiency. Porphyry intends to present a critical philosophy
of religion that requires coherent and justifiable ideas about gods and
daemons.

Psellus relates Porphyry’s thought to two central topics in Greek phi-
losophy: truth (aAnfela) and the divine (fetov). Paradoxically, Por-
phyry is disappointed by the opinions Greek philosophy has brought
about. This comes as a surprise insofar as his own philosophy is part of
the Platonic tradition and the larger context of Greek philosophy. It is
all the more surprising considering that Porphyry will be defending the
Greek tradition of metaphysics against the allegedly Egyptian theol-
ogy of his correspondent. Beatrice objects to the hypothesis expressed
by Saffrey & Segonds that Porphyry is using irony here." He estimates
that Porphyry rather follows “a precise pedagogical agenda” against “a
fanatic practitioner of theurgic rituals.”* By being critical even of Greek
metaphysics, Porphyry forestalls suspicions on the part of his corre-
spondent about his commitments. He starts, Beatrice thinks, without
presuppositions.

"Beatrice, Against the Christians, 122-3.
*Beatrice, Against the Christians, 12.4.
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5 Commentary

Porphyry lists the classes of superior beings in between gods and
men: daemons, heroes, and pure souls. He refers here to a classic ty-
pology in Neoplatonism, inspired by Plato? and rooted in older mytho-
logical accounts. While it is evident that he does not consider the as-
sociation of these beings with a certain type of body as a determining
factor for their position inside the hierarchy, there seems to be no
consensus among Neoplatonists on what this factor could be, apart
from various degrees of intellectual constitution and absence of defile-
ment. Andrei Timotin discusses Porphyry’s critique of the distinction
and Tamblichus’s answer in his Démonologie platonicienne. Brisson and
Greenbaum also investigate criteria for a distinction between the su-
perior beings.*

The question in this and the following fragment concerns the ratio-
nality of the hierarchy. What are the distinctions among the classes of
beings? To which ontological order or dimension do these distinctions
belong? How can the distinctions be justified philosophically? Exam-
ples of such distinctions and hierarchies can be found in Porphyry’s
own writings, for example Sent. 39,5 which detail the process through
which the soul attaches itself to an earthly body and becomes weighed
down by “moisture” (Uypdrns) down.

One distinction is that between “active and passive movements”
(taov dpaoTikav 1) mabnTikdv kwnoewv). If gods are intellects,
they must be fully active, because intellectuality is equivalent to ac-
tuality. The intellect contains the forms of things, and forms are the
active element in the constitution of things. Matter or corporeality ac-
counts for passivity, and as such, it is characteristic for the lower realms
of reality. If; according to this model, gods are capable only of activity,
that would lead to inadmissible consequences for practices such as in-
vocations and prayers, as Porphyry will show below. If daemons were
passive, they would be drawn down to the lowest realms of reality. The

E.g. Cratylus 397d.

4Brisson, O’Neill, Timotin (eds.), Neoplatonic Demons, with the papers by Brisson (86-
101) and Greenbaum (102-139).

5In particular L. 25-30, ed. Lamberz.
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5.1 Letter to Anebo

categories of activity and passivity thus lead to contradictions, which
brings Tamblichus to accuse Porphyry of using inadequate concepts.

“Accidents” are opposed to substance. To determine the nature of
a certain thing, one must look at its substance. Looking at accidents
instead can’t reveal anything about the thing in question. This also
holds true for the classes of superior beings. Accidents cannot provide
a basis for their classification.

The “natural order” (mv kata ¢vow dudkpiow) for lamblichus
would be to begin the philosophical inquiry into divine being with sub-
stances and their characteristics, not with their activities, movements,
and accidents. These are secondary and depend on substance.

Porphyry’s other approach to the distinctions between the superior
beings is based on the association between gods and corresponding
bodily realities, such as the association of ethereal gods with ethereal
beings on earth. Porphyry elaborates on this distinction, e.g., in his
Sent. 28-29, where he describes how God, intellect, soul, and body re-
late to one another. Iamblichus rejects this distinction because it would
— as in the foregoing passages — lead to the gods being determined by
something that does not participate in their substance (given that, as
superior beings, they cannot be substantially determined by the lower,
finite realms of reality).

Porphyry asks why, if the gods reside in heaven, that is, if they uni-
formly pertain to the highest ontological realm, one finds invocations
referring to gods associated with the earth. “Your difficulty” (00 kaxe-
vo): Saffrey & Segonds follow Gale for this emendation.®

These are Porphyry’s objections to the association of gods with bod-
ies. If such an association existed, gods would reside in certain places,
associate themselves with certain spatiotemporal events and things, and
remain fragmented and unable to create unions between them. These
are inadmissible consequences.

6Saffrey & Segonds, Porphyre, 6, ft. 10.
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FR. 16

FR. 18

5 Commentary

Porphyry returns to the distinction between passivity and activity. In
these fragments,” Porphyry brings two threads together. Porphyry uses
one thread to expose the absurdity and sacrilegious character of ritual
invocations that involve genitalia, obscenities, and other things con-
sidered indecent (such as ithyphalli, i.e., erect male genitalia). While
we do not have any texts detailing “ritual obscenity,” we do know
that obscenity played a role in the Thesmophoria, a festival honor-
ing Demeter, in which, according to Lucian, women carried around
sculpted genitalia and used obscene language.® The other thread is the
more systematic objection to the possibility of addressing invocations
to beings that aren’t open to invocations because their substance is not
susceptible to passivity.

For this fragment, we have ITamblichus’s corresponding formulations:
“You separate the essences of the superior beings according to the
distinction between being subject to passivity and not being subject
to it.” “Erection of phalli.” “Expression of obscenities.” “Invocations.”
“Calls for help.” “Atonements against their anger.” “Sacrifices.” “The
so-called coercions of the gods.” “Cannot be invoked, subject to pas-
sivity, or coerced.”

Tamblichus points to a further criterion proposed by Porphyry to dis-
tinguish between gods and other classes of superior beings. According
to Middle- and Neoplatonic metaphysics, divine being is intellectual.
But daemons also seem to participate in the intellect, by virtue of being
endowed with souls. Hence, intellectuality is not a clear-cut criterion
for distinguishing between the two classes. Iamblichus offers only a
partial image of the possible distinctions between gods and daemons

7Fr. 15 is followed by fr. 69, second paragraph, below.

8See Rosen, Malika & Charalampos, “Aischrology,” in particular 26-28.

9Tamblichus, de myst 1, 10-14 (P 33.11-45.7): 7§} 700 éumafods kai dmafovs dadopd
xwpiles T@V kperrTévwy Tas ovolas (S 25.20-21), TV UV TOY GaAADY oTd -
ow (S 29.14), Tas & aloxpoppnpooivas (S 29.19-20), ai kK\joets (S 30.23), al
mpookAtjoes (S 32.3), al Tijs uijvdos eéldoes (S 32.16), At 8 éxioes (S 33.6),
at Aeyduevar fedv avdyxar (S 33.22), akijAnTov kal dmalés kal dflacTov (S
34.8-9).

234



5.1 Letter to Anebo

(which Brisson attempts to disentangle'®), but he seems to reject Por-
phyry’s proposal entirely.

Iamblichus returns to the topic of the gods and their intellectual
constitution. According to Porphyry, this constitution excludes passiv-
ity. If they cannot be “moved” by invocations and prayers, why should
one implore them? Imploring the gods implies that their constitution
presents certain dispositions to hear and respond to the supplications,
such as senses, perception, language, and so forth. These implications
are inadmissible if gods are entirely separate from the dimensions in
which those dispositions exist.

Porphyry has already established that the attribution of physical
dimensions to various types of superior beings leads to absurdities.
Now he considers the possibility that the distinction between differ-
ent classes of those beings is rooted in their degree of embodiment:
gods as bodiless and daemons as partly embodied.

Among the ancient theological theorems of Greek religion, the idea
that planets are gods plays a central role. For example, Aristotle dis-
cusses it in one of the central texts of ancient Greek theology, ch. 8 of
Metaphysics A."" Evidently, if planets are embodied gods, embodiment
and bodilessness cannot be maintained as criteria to distinguish the
various classes of superior beings.

“Beneficent” and “maleficent” (ayaflomoiol, kakomouol) refer to
the effects astrologically attributed to the influence of the planets as
gods.

“Connected” (ouvamrrov) in an abstract sense, i.e., belonging to the
same class of beings. If there are embodied gods in the sky and purely
intellectual gods beyond that, how can these two types of gods be in
the same category? Their degree of embodiment points to a substantial
distinction.

P « »
Brisson, “Demons,” 90-99.
"On this text see Pantelis Golitsis’s recent paper “How Many Gods.”
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5 Commentary

Porphyry asks for an explanation of how, under the assumption that
planets are visible gods connected to invisible gods, one could make a
distinction between daemons and gods. If both daemons (good and
evil daemons, as Porphyry explains in his treatise On Abstinence 2, 39)
and gods are invisible — and even the visible gods are connected to the
invisible ones — then visibility and invisibility simply cannot constitute
reliable criteria to distinguish gods from daemons.

Tamblichus presents an interesting argument. Porphyry’s earlier ob-
jection was that applying the categories of activity and passivity leads to
contradictions within divine being. Now, Iamblichus seems to affirm
that while gods are not subject to passivity, they still accept offerings.
As ajustification, he simply points to the fact that this is what ceremo-
nial practices (Spwuévwr) imply, suggesting that their mere existence
sufficiently proves that they aren’t pointless. An uncharitable reader
could accuse Iamblichus of fundamentalism or traditionalism, because
he uses a petitio principii to justify his most fundamental assumptions.
He does not accept that contradictions have a bearing on religious
practice. He affirms that the mere continuity of a traditional practice
justifies or validates the ideas implied in that practice. This argument
is obviously problematic, but it is important to note that Iamblichus
accepts it without resolving Porphyry’s objection.

Saffrey & Segonds question the addressee of this statement (16). It
seems likely that it is Porphyry who raises doubts about the distinction.

Porphyry must initially have asked about a method to differentiate
superior beings through their presence or manifestation.

In their apparitions, gods and daemons can present themselves in a
laudable or deceitful shape. It seems that in the lost parts of his letter,
Porphyry pointed out contradictions in the attribution of categories
such as “laudable” and “deceitful” to gods and daemons. Iamblichus
again emphasizes that these contradictions are not inherent to divine
being. They constitute the “failed results” (amomimrovra €pya) of
ceremonial invocations, which means that the root of their failure does
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5.1 Letter to Anebo

not lie in the essence of the invoked beings but in the way that they
are invoked.

Porphyry has established that true theology is good, that ignorance
of the beautiful causes darkness and vices, and that knowledge causes
goodness. Jamblichus seems to relate these affirmations to the practice
of invoking gods, with the consequences mentioned in the previous
fragments.

Here begins a new discussion: divination, that is, the foretelling of
future events through ritual practices.

Porphyry concedes that the future can be foretold in dreams, but
not through some kind of extraordinary mental or somatic state.

In response to Porphyry’s skepticism about supernatural forms of
foretelling, Tamblichus specifies that there are dreams “sent by the
gods” (Beomepmol) and that these dreams don’t resemble the dreams
Porphyry mentioned.

Having discussed divinatory dreams, Porphyry goes over to “inspira-
. » > ’ . « . » ({3 P . »
tion” (évovotaouds, lit. “enthusiasm”) and “divine possession” (fe-
o¢popia), which he sees as the other means of divination. The specific
modality of these modes of cognition are that they involve perception
without a normal state of self-consciousness.

Porphyry begins with the notion of inspiration. Iamblichus finds
Porphyry’s proposed definition unsatisfying and reductive.

Tamblichus brings up Porphyry’s examples of enthusiasm. Cory-
bantic rites are celebrations involving ecstatic dance. They owe their
prominence in Platonism to Plato’s dialogues.™ The cult of Sabazios —

2See Wasmuth, “The Corybantic Rites,” Ustinova, Divine Mania.
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5 Commentary

a foreign god about whose origin we know little — involves a wedding-
like ritual with snakes and a procession.” The “Mother of the Gods”
causing possession is Cybele, a Phrygian goddess."

Again, Tamblichus accuses Porphyry of naturalizing divine manifes-
tations and of not observing the distinctive nature of such manifesta-
tions. The musical ecstasy that Porphyry describes has nothing to do
with divine enthusiasm, Iamblichus argues. Olympus, whom Porphyry
seems to have mentioned in the original text, is a seventh-century BCE
Phrygian composer, known for his formative role in music.

“Standing on signs” (éml xapakTipwy oTavTes) is an allusion
to a form of divination based on written signs. Giuseppe Muscolino
says about this divination: “Before proceeding to the invocation of the
spirit, the medium stands inside some symbols that have a particular
relevance with the spirit who is to be invoked; these can be figures,
letters of the alphabet, or names.”™

Saffrey & Segonds think this fragment marks the beginning of a
chapter they call “divination technique,”® which addresses forms of
divination that do not depend on modified mental states but rather on
certain ceremonial enactments and techniques. The examples Porphyry
mentions are haruspicy, i.e. inspecting animal entrails, ornithomancy,
i.e. divination through birds, and horoscopy, i.e. observing the move-
ments of the stars.

This fragment is included on the basis of Saffrey’s & Segonds’s
suggestion."” Baitylia, or more commonly baetyls, are oracular stones.
The word is of non-Greek origin.® “Through rocks thrown at ele-
ments” (Sta Allwv €v Tols oTowyelots mpoopacodvTwy): William
E. Klingshirn thinks that the “elements” here are written “letters.”

53See Fellmann, “Der Sabazios-Kult.“

“See the excellent introduction by Vassileva, “Cult of Kybele.
Muscolino, “The Double Aspect”, 96.

16Gaffrey & Segonds, Porphyre, 42 and 25.

7Saffrey & Segonds, Porphyre, 26-29.

8See Marinatos, “Meta-mythology.”

YKlingshirn, “Instruments of Lot Divination,” 73.
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5.1 Letter to Anebo

“The virgins of the hearth” (at 7ijs éo7ias maphévor): the Vestal Vir-
gins. “Apollo Clarius” (KAapiov): Apollo venerated in the sanctuary of
Claros. “Among the Branchidae” (€v Bpayyidats): “The Branchidae,
members of a clan descended from Branchus, were the priests in charge
of the oracular shrine of Apollo at Didyma, some ten miles south of
the city of of Miletus ... Oracular responses were given by a priestess
esconced [sic] above a sacred spring, and they were interpreted by the
priests.”*® “Pythia” (ITvflia): the high priestess of Apollo’s temple at
Delphi.

Iamblichus takes issue with the contradiction between divine man-
ifestations and causality. Gods cannot be subjected to ordinary causal-
ity, for that would restrict divine spontaneity. Their manifestation is
necessarily independent of natural occurrences such as planetary revo-
lutions, etc.

“From small gleams” (éx puxpav alBvyudrwv): Porphyry makes
another attempt to explain divination through naturalization. Divina-
tion could initially arise from a small divine impulse, a “gleam” or
“sparkle,” and the soul builds on that impulse to develop and unfold
it.

Porphyry proposes some kind of compromise between naturalist
and supernaturalist interpretations, presenting divination as a “mixed”
(uuTov) product of the soul and divine inspiration.

This fragment explores further explanations for divination, based on
the two previous assumptions: that the soul acts as a cause, and that
sacrificial offerings, i.e. matter, solicits a supernatural intervention.

The last sentence of this fragment expresses Porphyry’s doubt about
divination through dreams. He does admit that one can foresee future
events in dreams (e.g., the good daemons give warnings about bad

2°Hammond, “The Branchidae,” 339.
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5 Commentary

daemons in dreams™) but rejects the idea that such forecasting could
be achieved through theurgical tools.

Tamblichus reviews Porphyry’s naturalistic objections against div-
ination through divine inspiration. Instead of inferring natural causes,
Tamblichus explains that ecstasy is free from human activity, that sac-
rificial vapors appeal to divine reality and not to the human mind, that
invocation formulas are directed at gods and not diviners, and that the
frequency of divination among young people shows that their freedom
from presuppositions makes them receptive. In sum: Everything Por-
phyry sees as an objection against divination is actually an argument
in its favor.

These fragments contain some of Porphyry’s most remarkable ideas.
Tamblichus struggles to maintain the supernatural character of divine
knowledge or inspiration. Porphyry brings him to admit that the only
difference between the divine quality of that knowledge and the aber-
rant, erroneous character of visions caused by sickness etc. is that these
visions don’t have “the energy, substance or truth” (oUre évépyear
ovUTe ovolav ... ovte aAjfewar) of divine revelation. But how can
substance or truth be ascertained in the absence of any further crite-
ria? Porphyry exposes Iamblichus as a religious fideist or fundamental-
ist. He looks for rational criteria to differentiate truth and erroneous,
human imagination, but Iamblichus fails to give an appropriate answer.

Iamblichus claims that Porphyry’s statements imply that he affirms
the efficacy of certain ceremonies. Saffrey & Segonds note the dif-
ference between the two texts: Iamblichus states that it is the gods
who bring along stones etc., while in Augustine, it is the diviners who
bring along such things.>* They think that Augustine might be a bet-

ter source than Iamblichus in this case.

Iamblichus seems to amplify Porphyry’s objection to show that he
disagrees with its premises. If divination and astrology were connected

2 De abst. 11, 41, 3.
22Saffrey & Segonds, Porphyre, 35, fr. 58).
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5.1 Letter to Anebo

to each other, that would mean that the gods depend on mechanical
causality, which is inadmissible.

Porphyry brings up the possibility that divination is caused by an
evil force that appears as superior beings — i.e. gods, daemons, heroes,
etc. — and that manipulates the theurgists soul. lamblichus affirms that
theurgists are stronger than any such force and that the “divine” kind
of divination is found in their practice.

“Epopt (epoptés)”: “One who has visions,” the superior grade in the
Greek mysteries, above the grade of the mystes (uvoTys, “initiate of
the mysteries”).” “Abydos’s mystery” (ABUdw amoppnrov): The cel-
ebrations of the mysteries in the Egyptian city Abydos. These cele-
brations involve syncretistic, Greek and Egyptian religious practices
and ideas. We know about these through authors such as Plutarch
and through archeological findings.** “Bring the bark to a halt” (77v
Bapw omioed): The bark called neshmet, used by the god Osiris in the
mysteries at Abydos.”

“The practice ... of others” (more ... aliorum): In his reconstruction
of the Letter to Anebo, Augustine attempts to make Porphyry’s ideas
correspond with Christian expectations. Porphyry’s acceptance of dae-
mons and other supernatural beings poses a threat to these expecta-
tions. Augustine tries to navigate the text by explaining that Porphyry
makes these concessions only to allow his pagan readers to understand
what he means and that he does not really commit to any of the prob-
lematic assumptions these concessions entail.

Tamblichus relates Porphyry’s doubt about the double use of sacri-
fices: On the one hand, they honor the gods, and on the other, they are
beneficial to the people performing them. Porphyry seems to suggest
that the first function of sacrifices, to honor the gods, is only a pretext.

23See Dowden, “Grades.”
24See Richter, “Plutarch on Isis” and Spiegel, Gétter von Abydos.
%5See Lavier, “Les mystéres d’Osiris,” and Frood, “Ritual Function.”
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5 Commentary

Again, Porphyry pushes his Egyptian interlocutor to elaborate on
the rationale behind his supernatural allegations — and Tamblichus once
again gives an unsatisfying response. He appeals to a “truth” (aAnfeia)
found and maintained through “the laws of the sacred rituals” (Tovs
vopous T1s tepds aywoTelas). But this is obviously ipse dixit. There is
no more philosophical value in the attribution of a certain supernatural
fact to a supernatural authority or revelation than in that fact itself.
Porphyry here touches on the gravitational center of the discussion.
He is asking for a certain type of justification, but Jamblichus does not
seem to be ready to respond to his expectation.

Porphyry here inquires about the metaphysical underpinnings of
Egyptian theology. The elements mentioned here — the first cause, the
intellect, the demiurge, the One — are all typical elements of Platonic
philosophy (see the introduction to this volume).

“Chaeremon”: Chaeremon of Alexandria, a first-century Egyptian
historian, astrologist, and priest. This passage is one of the most im-
portant sources for reconstructing Chaeremon’s teaching. “Salmeschini-
aca”: “a kind of Egyptian astrological calendar.”*® “Decans”: the ten
subdivisions of a sign of the zodiac.

This is lamblichus pointing out a contradiction between Porphyry’s
assumption that one can achieve freedom with the help of the gods
and the assumption that one cannot loosen what the gods have bound
with fetters.

This passage deals with the notion of a “dominant planet” (otko-
deomdrys, lit. “lord of the house”). Dorian G. Greenbaum outlines
Porphyry’s use of this notion as follows: “Porphyry, like many in his
cultural milieu, believed in a personal guiding daimon who aids and
encourages its human being toward virtuous behaviour, even as that
daimon ratifies, administers and fulfils the choice of life made by the
soul prior to incarnation. Building upon ideas drawn from Plato (es-
pecially the Myth of Er), Porphyry relates this personal daimon to the

*6Van der Horst, Chaeremon, 55.
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astrological technique of finding an oikodespotés, or house-master, of the
birthchart. The planet designated as the oikodespotés of the nativity im-
parts the spirit of the personal daimon (usually called otketos daiuwy
or {dtos daiuwr) which goes with the soul when it becomes attached
to a body at birth. In his Letter to Anebo (142-d, 152-b), Porphyry takes
up the idea of finding the oikodespotes of the nativity in order to as-
certain a personal daimon.”” Karin Alt provides a helpful overview of
Porphyry’s daemonology in “Man and Daimones™® (though her claim
that the Letter to Anebo is an early work is problematic and should be
taken with a grain of salt®).

“Happy ... his own personal daemon” (evdaiuwy ... TOv éavTod
daiuova): Porphyry plays on the similarity between the words “dae-
mon” and “happy” (eudaimon).

Porphyry exposed the contradictions inherent to horoscopes and as-
trology, finding that these things don’t provide useful knowledge about
one’s daemon. Tamblichus objects that while these techniques aren’t
necessarily accurate, divination remains infallible.

Porphyry makes two points: that there are daemons presiding over
the parts of the bodies and that there is a presiding daemon that gov-
erns the other daemons. Iamblichus’s objection or conclusion is not
exactly clear.

Porphyry incorporates the personal daemon into the human con-
stitution. Tamblichus objects that if that were the case, the order of
daemons would no longer be superior to the human order.

In this fragment Iamblichus dismisses Porphyry’s worry that the
phenomena produced by divination could in reality be mental delu-
sions.

*7Greenbaum, The Daimon, 236.
28Alt, “Man and Daimones,” in particular 79-84.
29 Alt, “Man and Daimones,” in particular 79.
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Porphyry once more raises doubts about the presumptions of divin-
ers claiming that they have special, supernatural access to divine knowl-
edge. He asks: Could those diviners not be “impostors and braggarts,”
pretending that they interact with the gods, while they in fact play with
illusions and mystifications? Iamblichus’s underwhelming response is
simply that the issue doesn’t affect “true theology and theurgy” (77js
anluwijs Oeoloyias Te kai Oeovpyias). But then, what is the cri-
terion for “truth,” if not verifiability? It seems that Iamblichus fails
to properly address Porphyry’s objection, instead resorting to a mere
supernatural claim.

Porphyry’s final point — and perhaps the key claim of his letter —
is that happiness is the criterion by which one can distinguish gen-
uine insights into truth from false ones. Theurgists don’t contribute
anything to our knowledge of truth or to happiness by performing
sacrifices, or through divination or other practices. Their aim is to
enrich practitioners materially and temporarily, which is the oppo-
site of what Neoplatonic philosophy wants to achieve. It is not sur-
prising that Christian authors such Eusebius and Augustine endorse
Porphyry’s criticism. They also see theurgists as charlatans who entice
people with false, material promises. Of course, lamblichus rejects this
accusation, maintaining that the final goal of theurgy is to liberate the
soul and that Porphyry’s objection is reductionist.

5.2 Pbhilosopby from Oracles

From the start, Porphyry positions himself differently in the Philosophy
from Oracles than in the Letter to Anebo. In the Philosophy, he presents
an interpretation of oracular and theurgical texts, assuming that these
texts are of revelatory character and that they convey the truth about
divine existence, cosmic structures, and other such fundamental top-
ics. This assumption about the truthful character of the texts, and in
particular Porphyry’s injunction to “pray” for a “revelation,” seemingly
contradict the statements made in the Letter to Anebo, where Porphyry
finds that many theurgical practices ultimately contradict philosophi-
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cal logic. But the fragments of the Philosophy suggest that the situation
is in reality more complex. Porphyry’s aim here is to uncover the im-
manent logic of oracles and theurgical instructions and to interpret
them through the lens of a philosophical hermeneutic. This interpre-
tation may be read as consonant with Porphyry’s “verticalizing” (John-
son) project and need not be opposed to the more critical approach
of the Letter. We must also note that most of the fragments of the
Philosophy from Oracles come from Eusebius, a Christian author deeply
suspicious of theurgy. There is a certain bias in Eusebius’s references —
a more negative bias than the one we find, for example, in Augustine’s
sympathetic references to the Letter.

In this fragment we find evidence that the Philosophy from Oracles
could be coherent with the Letter to Anebo. The “trustworthy teaching”
(aéomoTov ddaokaliar) contained in the former text has the “sal-
vation of the soul” (m)v 7ijs Yuxijs cwrpiav) as a goal. While the
Letter mostly articulates that goal in terms of happiness, the two texts
concur in situating the finality of human life in some kind of dissolu-
tion of the shackles of finite existence. The emphasis that the Philosophy
places on salvation is one of the key elements that has brought schol-
ars such as Michael B. Simmons to interpret Porphyry’s philosophy of
religion as a soteriology.

Pan is customarily associated with Dionysos: “The Pan-Dionysus
dyad myth was popular in much of the Mediterranean as of the mid-
dle of the fifth and the fourth century BCE and, above all, in Roman
times, until the end of the ancient world, albeit less represented in
cults.” Pan is a god of nature, often associated with pastoral, bucolic
attributes. “All-powerful intellect” (maykpaTépoto voov): a key ele-
ment of Platonic metaphysics.?' “The irascible part” and “the appetitive
part” (70 Oupoedés, 10 émbuunTucdv): Plato divides the soul into
“rational” (AoytoTikov), “irascible,” and “appetitive” parts, which rep-
resent the soul’s reasonable, spirited, and desirous aspects, respectively.

3°Del Olmo, “Dionysus in Arkadia,” 12.
3'See the Introduction, §r.5.
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In his argument against Porphyry, Eusebius stresses the seemingly
unbridgeable gap between these unphilosophical instructions to man-
ufacture a wax statue for Hecate on the one hand, and the Letter to
Anebo’s call, on the other hand, to practice philosophy and seek happi-
ness. However, we should take care not to simply project this tension
into Porphyry’s thought. It is true that Porphyry here offers contrary
quite philosophical instructions for a happy and virtuous life. However,
some hints in this fragment point, if not to the kind of allegorical inter-
pretation of mythology that Eusebius would like to hear, then at least
to a symbolic understanding of rituals. For example, Porphyry explains
the components of the wax figure as “symbols” (oUuBoAa), indicating
that the figure is part of a relational and hierarchical cosmos in which
physical elements point to beings existing beyond the physical world.
Porphyry’s theurgy does not take place within a single-layered world
but in a complex cosmos determined by ascending and descending,
hierarchical dynamics. The Philosophy from Oracles describes these dy-
namics in a manner that harmonizes with the hierarchical tendencies
of Neoplatonic metaphysics.

“Pytho”: the oracle of Delphi, pronounced by Pythia in the temple
of Apollo. “Claros”: the oracular sanctuary of Apollo Clarius (named so
after this sanctuary) on the coast of Asia Minor. “Phoebus”: another
name of Apollo. “From Mycale” (MukaAniov): Mycale is a moun-
tain range in Ionia, also in Asia Minor, close to Miletus and Priene.
“Didyma” (AwdYpwv): Ionian city close to Miletus, housing a sanc-
tuary of Apollo. “Parnassus” (Ilapvdoiov aimos): a mountain range

bordering Delphi (Pytho).

This fragment offers a striking example of orientalist influences both
on pagan Neoplatonic and Christian theology. Porphyry quotes an or-
acle in which Apollo himself attests to the wisdom of the “Hebrew
nation,” suggesting that what he imagined as “oriental” wisdom had a
distinct and special access to original knowledge. Of course, it is un-
clear whether this attribution has any historical reality. Rather than
indicating an appeal to a Hebrew source, Porphyry here betrays the
Greek expectation to find the source of truth beyond the horizon of
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Greek culture. This orientalist view of Hebrew culture posed no con-
flict to Eusebius, a Christian theologian for whom the Hebrew Bible
had revelatory character. On the contrary, this text serves as a rare and
valuable instance in which pagan and Christian philosophical tradi-
tions appear to converge naturally around a shared vision of ancient,
non-Greek wisdom.

This fragment may be one of the most important extant passages
of the Philosophy. It contains the central and representative elements of
Neoplatonic metaphysics: the mention of a first principle located in
transcendence, beyond anything language or concepts could express,
and connotated with monotheistic ideas; the notion of “production”
and of something that resembles an emanatory outflow of secondary
beings; a separate position for “matter”; a hierarchical structure be-
tween these elements, bringing them together in a metaphysical cos-
mos; and the centrality of the “Intellect,” which acts as a governing
principle in that cosmos. This oracle shows that notions we typi-
cally consider separate, such as religion, philosophy, mythology, and
theurgy, were closely interconnected in late ancient philosophical texts.
There is no clear separation between religious and metaphysical theo-
rems or between a theoretical, descriptive perspective and invocational,
religious agency.

Serapis is a syncretistic, Hellenistic-Egyptian god identified in late
antiquity with the Greek god of the underworld Pluto.?*

Hecate here identifies herself with her grandmother Phoebe, one of
the six Titanesses born to Gaia and Ouranos, and with Eileithyia, the
goddess of childbirth born to Zeus and Hera.

“Ostanes”: legendary Persian mage, known for his practice of div-
ination, necromancy, and other magical arts.?

32See Stambaugh, Sarapis, in particular the chapter, “Sarapis and Pluto,” 27-35.
33See Smith, “Ostanes,” Kippel, “Ostanes,” Bidez & Cumont, Les Mages, vol. 1, 165-2.12;
vol. 2, 265-356.
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“Cypris”: Aphrodite, named so because she was born on Cyprus.
“Phoebe”: Artemis, the goddess of the Moon. The mythological narra-
tive reflects the meeting of the Moon (Artemis) and Venus (Aphrodite),
from whose position in the sky Apollo derives the gender of the new-
born.

“Saturn”: the planet of the god of time, Saturn, or, in Greek, Cronos.
“Mars”: the planet of the war god Mars, or, in Greek, Ares.

“Erichthonius”: legendary king of Athens. This oracle contains a
small theodicy. The lyrical subject asks how temples dedicated to the
gods can be destroyed, if the gods control the whole universe. Apollo’s
response is that Zeus gives his approval to the Fates and that the destiny
spun out by them cannot be altered, not even by the gods. The temple
destroyed by thunder was destined to be destroyed, Apollo states.

“Wicked Mars”: the planet associated with the war god Ares (Mars),
see. fr. 3.

Augustine here makes an interesting observation on the philosophy
of religion that Porphyry seems to support on the basis of oracular
sources. The foregoing oracles (323-324) have given voice to Apollo
praising Hebrew wisdom for its insights into divine nature. Porphyry
endorses this praise. In response, Augustine finds it odd that Porphyry
is partial to Hebrew wisdom on the one hand but does not accept
Christian appeals to that wisdom on the other hand. Augustine sug-
gests that Porphyry’s lack of sympathy for Christians and sympathy for
Hebrews could be less rational than Porphyry makes it seem.

“Fatally, what the other souls received ... ”: This oracle expresses
the concern of pagan philosophers and practitioners regarding Chris-
tianity’s resemblance to their own soteriology. If Christians believe that
Christ suffered death and that his soul ascended to heaven, do they not
assume a form of salvation compatible with the Platonic and Gnostic
ascent of the soul to divine reality? And if that is the case, where does
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the error of Christians begin? Hecate argues that Christians focus on
the return of a single soul to God, instead of focusing on divine real-
ity itself. They confuse a soteriological epiphenomenon with the main
soteriological narrative.

Porphyry continues to elaborate on the distinction between pagan
and Christian theology. According to him, Christ warned his disci-
ples against daemons and urged them to venerate God the Father.
But Christians turned away from God and became corrupted. It is im-
portant that Porphyry seems to agree with a remarkably large part of
Christian theology. It seems his only disagreement concerns the prac-
tice of the Christian religion as directed to Christ instead of God. Many
of the elements he mentions in this fragment, such as purification and
imitation, are not only coherent with Christian theology but also part
of it.

On the gods acting under the constraint (avdyxm) of human invoca-
tions see Timotin.>* Interestingly, lamblichus presents himself as a de-
fender of divine “constraints” in his response to Porphyry’s Letter. Tim-
otin argues that Jamblichus reinterprets the notion of constraint in or-
der to avoid contradictions: “Tamblichus does not understand avayky
as a constraint that the suppliant imposes on the gods, but as the nec-
essary and providential arrangement of things. The theurgist gains in-
sights into this arrangement through prayer.”

“Paean” (Ilawav): Apollo in his role as healer.

“Release the white statue ... ” (@duvwv ekAvwv molwv Timov):
This oracle describes the ritual uncovering of a statue representing a
divinity. Muscolino describes the function of the statue as a place for
the divinity to dwell while it proclaims an oracle.?® Once the oracle has

34Timotin, “Contrainte et persuasion.”

33Timotin, Démonologie, 165: “De méme, I'avdykn ne désigne plus, chez Jamblique, la
contrainte que ['orant exerce sur les dieux, mais I'ordre nécessaire et providentiel des
choses auquel le théurge est conduit a s’identifier par la pratique de la priére.”

36Muscolino, “The Double Aspect of Theurgic Ritual,” §6.
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come to an end, the divinity must be dismissed by divesting the statue.
«« » \ > ’

Erase the letters” (ypaupas amaleisare): the letters or characters
used for divinatory and oracular purposes. Porphyry also mentions such
letters in the Letter to Anebo (e.g. fr. 43).
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